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Conceptualization of Law 
Anthropologists use three approaches in explaining the concept of law. The three concepts include law as form of culture, law as problem solver, and as a form of domination. Sally Falk Moore clearly elaborate these approaches from anthropological perspective. 
Law as a form of culture implies that it is tradition-driven and complies with the beliefs of the particular group. Traditions set accepted values, behaviors, and customs which guides the daily activities and beliefs of a given group. A law thus is a “combined totality” of all the internal beliefs and values of that particular group. On the other hand, a law as form of domination denotes it as a concept by the elite to control the population. The elites formulates code of conduct for their juniors and they latter have to conform or face punishment. In other words, laws are designed to protect the interests of the elite since they determine the accepted behaviors in the society. Finally, law as a problem solver means that it acts as arbiter between two (or more) conflicting parties. The concept appreciates the fact laws acts as accepted standard behavior in that specific community. It is thus used in the determination of aggressor based on his or her activities. A person found guilty of violating the existing laws thus faces the consequences. Besides, the law acts to minimize conflicts since people understand accepted behavior. 
Even though the three approaches are valid conceptualization of law, each has its weaknesses. The concept of law as a form of culture fails recognize the fact that cultural practices and beliefs are dynamic and are subject of time. Besides, a given set of laws often govern people with divergent cultural background hence invalidating the approach. Moreover, holding law as form of domination fails to recognize that once a regulations are enacted they deal with both the elites and non-elites. In other words, they are primarily used to create order rather than marginalize a particular segment of the population and everyone is subject to the set rules. Finally, taking law as problem-solver fail to recognize the fact that in most cases the conflicts are due to the regulations. Thus, it is nearly impossible for rules to intervene in problems they create.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Malinowski’s conceptualization of law implies that it is a form of culture. His arguments denotes that regulations are due to the social constructs thus expectations in behavior. The social construct (mechanism) hence influences the people’s perception and beliefs. Consequently, the population formulate laws that aligns with these beliefs and customs. 

