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"Can morality be enforced by stringent laws?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since time immemorial the law has been enforced through the criminal justice system as far as criminal law is concerned. The violators of the criminal law are normally tried and if found guilty, various sanctions are applied. As to morality, it has been pointed out that the current legal system is a very poor method of enforcing morality, despite several attempts to do so over the last few decades. Morality is characterized by standard behavior, values, and actions; the society has in place the standards that it has seen fit for the people to maintain (Applbaum, 2000). Morality makes people try to be positive and fair and the individual respects those who are around him or her, their views and interests. 
The community takes a person to be morally upright if he or she does no harm to the rest of the people around. Such people are rare to find within the society, and if they happen to be available, they are few. Their priority is total respect towards the lives and wellbeing of those who are surrounding them. Morality cannot be taught quickly, but people ought to strive to lead a moral life. Most people within the community strive to live following the norms of morality that their community regards to be legal (Applbaum, 2000). Such people who attempt to follow standards, do not kill, cheat or even taken someone's property of anything that belongs to another person without their consent. They build a fair life. However, there are others within the society who like taking shortcuts to fulfil their desires in life, and often they find themselves going against the norms of the society (Vito, 2017). Unfortunately, the ways that such individuals take to solve their issues or problems are in most cases illegal, and they do harm those who surround them. The state is the only official body that has the powers to enforce morality in the community. 
The state authority cannot enforce morality. However, the police can compel the proper norms of behavior. It can utilize its resources to make the people behave in a way that they ought to. However, it could be a difficult task for the authority to force the people to think in a way that they want or expect them to. Men can be considered to be a challenging puzzle; a men's thought can at times not go hand-in-hand with their actions. At a given point in time, a person might be planning how to solve his or her issues using illegal means. But he might not show his intentions of causing harm to others may be due to fear of punishment from the law enforcers (Vito, 2017). Thus it can be said that the person’s behavior has been influenced by the fear of getting punished by the police. Given the freedom to choose what the person thought was right, the person could have decided to commit the crime to satisfy his or her needs. With that said, it can be concluded that the government cannot enforce morality.
Various institutions within the society have been set up to enforce morality. But their effect has been arguable since they have not been as effective as earlier thought. The government is the first institution that is supposed to enforce morality among its subjects (Devlin, 2009). In efforts to ensure it has enforced morality among the people, it has created laws that are supposed to be followed. The government has in position a number of law enforcement agencies such as the police and court among others. If any person within the society commits a crime, he is taken to the police after which he or she is arraigned at court. If found guilty, he or she is punished so that he or she can be made to behave in the appropriate manner. Criminals are typically put in an isolated place far away from the rest of the society. The prison is typically meant to instill morals in the criminals. However, more than three-quarters of the criminals who have spent their time in prisons happen to commit crimes again (Devlin, 2009). Thus, it is not possible to instill morality by imprisoning people, and the prisons hardly change them. Another institution that can be thought to have had positive progress towards instilling morality among the people is the religion. Religion helps people learn moral values. 
In conclusion, morality cannot be enforced by any means (Devlin, 2009). Morality can be thought to be as a result of the product of a complex upbringing process by the parents or any other person who is responsible for that; it can be a guardian. The parents ought to bring up their children showing them the way they ought to live, thus in most cases, most of the children will live according to the norms of morality set forth by the society.  The guardians or parents must teach their children how to differentiate between positive and negative behaviors (Devlin, 2009). If the kids fail to differentiate the bad and good behaviors, then it will not be possible for them to lead a moral life.  Thus, morality cannot be enforced by use of the stringent laws.  Such laws will only make them follow the set norms by the community, but they will not change their mind. Given a chance to carry out a crime without getting caught, the people will do it since they will not be subjected to punishment or any consequences.
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