[bookmark: _Hlk41124627]Running Head: MORPHEMES AND MORPHOLOGY

MORPHEMES AND MORPHOLOGY                                                                                          2















Morphemes and Morphology 
Student’s Name
Date






Morphemes and Morphology
In morphology and English grammar, a morpheme is an essential linguistic unit. It concerns word elements such as -s that for instance, can be placed at the end of a word like a dog. Morphology entails the study of words and their parts. Morphemes like the suffixes, prefixes, and base words are defined as the smallest meaningful units of meanings (McCarthy, 2018). Morphemes are vital in both spelling and reading, as well as comprehension and vocabulary. 
There are two types of English morphemes. The bound and free morphemes. The free morphemes stand-alone with specific meanings, for example, weak, date, eat. Bound morphemes cannot stand alone. They comprise two separate classes (McCarthy, 2018). The roots or bases and affixes.  The root or base has the principle meaning of a word. An example of a free base is the word woman from the word womanly (Snodgrass, 2018). A bound base example, on the other hand, is -sent from the word dissent. 
An affix is single or more than one syllable added at the end of the root or in the beginning to change the words meaning. The attachment helps create a new word. They entail suffix, prefix, or multiple affixes which get added to a word (Snodgrass, 2018). Affixes play two critical roles. They participate in the formation of new words known as derivational affixes. They also indicate if the word is the object or subject of the verb as the inflectional affixes. Finally, carry simple grammatical information or simple information, making words significant and suitable.
In conclusion, morphology is a crucial unit that grammarians need to focus on and help them understand word structures—understanding the morphemes and how to function work will assist in reading and comprehension, checking spellings of words, and understanding English vocabulary better. Furthermore, understanding or affixes will help in creating new words or knowing how others have been formed. 
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