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Victoria’s Frustration
Victoria is my friend and a very close friend of mine.  She comes from a well up the family and has two siblings, one brother and one sister who are both younger than her.  Her mother works as a nurse at the county hospital while her father runs a law firm as e is a certified lawyer. Victoria is well known in school because is very hardworking. She is loved by many due to her kindness and respect. She has also been very active in co-curriculum activities especially table tennis, bringing a lot of fame to the institution. Recently, something occurred in Victoria’s family that really affected her life. 
Her rate of absenteeism from school increased drastically and the few times that she always made it to school everyone could notice that she was absent-minded and shaggy. Frustration could be read from her face. As her close friend, I had to seek and understand the root cause of her frustrations. I found out that her parents had separated and Victoria’s mother had moved to another state leaving her behind with her father and her two siblings. The parents were also processing their divorce in court. Her mother had realized that the father had extramarital affairs and therefore she decided to move away from him as she could not stand that feeling of being inadequate. This incidence affected Victoria and her siblings as their mother was the greatest pillar of the family. Their father was a bit irresponsible and he spends most of his money in the drinking spree. He cared less about his kids at home and could stay away from home until late at night. 
At times Victoria and her siblings slept on an empty stomach since there was nothing eatable in the house. Victoria and her siblings were not used to doing the house chores as their mother had always organized for someone to do them on their behalf. Life was really difficult to them and they were not able to fully concentrate in their studies.  There came a time when Victoria completely stopped standing classes. I made a follow up to find out why.  She clearly told me that life had lost meaning its and she wanted to work and feed her siblings and educate them. Their father had become completely irresponsible and could come back home after a week or two. He did not care whether they were still going to school or what they were eating. 
Their mother had abandoned them and did not visit them or call to find out how they were doing. They lived like orphans though both parents existed. Within no time, Victoria’s brother dropped out of school and started abusing drugs. He spends most of the time along the streets and it was difficult to differentiate between him and the street children. I decided to inform s my parents about my friend’s situation so that we can find a solution together.  My parents decided to look for Victoria’s dad and talk to him about taking the responsibility of his children but he was very arrogant. He listened to everything my parents were telling him without saying a word and later on he did not take any step towards taking good care of his children.  He still continued living irresponsibly. My parents later on decided to take this issue to be handled by the court. 
The law would succeed in forcing him to take care of his kids. The court decided that Victoria and her siblings would move to the rural area for their grandparents to take care of them but their father was supposed to send $200 every month in support of his children. This being a court order, it would be a crime not abiding to it. The court was following up if Victoria’s father was sending the money. The only challenge the Victoria and her siblings now had was adapting to the life of the rural area. They were used to the life of the urban areas but living with their grandparents in the rural area was now better than the life they were living as orphans in the urban center. They were now assured of a meal, shelter and parental love from their grandparents. They had to learn how to work on farm with their grandparents and take good care of the animals in the homestead like the cows and goats. Their grandparents ensured that they enrolled in the community school to proceed with their studies.  Victoria’s young brother was saved from abusing drugs because in the rural areas he could not access the drugs. I used to visit Victoria and her siblings ion the rural area regularly to check on them. They were happy and peaceful but life was never the same again for them since the separation of their parents.
 During my conversations with Victoria she often blamed her father’s behavior as the major cause of the separation. She regretted that there was nothing she could do to save the situation. She missed the time she spent with her mother and could not wait to finish her studies and go out to look for her mother. I have never undergone such an experience but from Victoria’s experience I could tell that this was one of the worst situations a child can be in. though they had peace, they were still tortured by the situation psychologically. Separation and divorce of the parents is usually very stressful to the kids. Victoria and her siblings were used to seeing their parents every evening but suddenly they are all alone in the rural area and cannot see their parents.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to lack of parental guidance, her brother was almost getting into drugs and substance abuse.  The performance of Victoria and her siblings in school dropped as they had a lot of issues going through their mind. They were not able to put their entire mind in studies and give a choice they would not choose to go to school as life didn’t have a lot of meaning to them when away from their parents. Divorce and separation affects the kids and the effect may extend throughout their adolescent stage until they are adults. Due to the trouble the kids have undergone as a result of divorce they may choo[se not to ever get married.
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