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Native Reactions to the Invasions of America

The article was written by James Axtell and has concentrated on how the American
Natives adjusted to the colonist invasion and how they employed creative tactics of protecting
themselves in their land. Axtell explains that Christopher Columbus entered America in 1492,
and the natives were suddenly confused with the activities and behaviors of the colonist and were
forced to engage in defense approaches. Similarly, the article has used the words strangers and
invaders when referring to the Europeans because of entering other people's land. Also, the
article explains how life was before the colonist came to America and stated that the natives had
more freedom which the Europeans later took. Therefore, during the colonial era, the Indians
utilized their time in creating and revolutionizing the swiftly changing history brought by the
Europeans. Extell discusses how different native groups responded to the changing environment
after the Europeans encountered America regarding time of contact and how the colonist offered
themselves to the locals and varying interest groups. Nevertheless, not all natives were hostile to

the colonist, but the Indian perception of the Europeans altered their approach in life.

The author argues that when the Europeans first entered the native soil, they placed a
friendly face and impression on the locals. The intention was to realize how the native would
respond upon their arrival since they were strangers and outnumbered. The native Indians saw
the Spanish sailors as attentively as the Spanish did to them by expecting the worst response. The
Indians used more of their time retorting and reacting to the invader's actions. Although the
primary goal of the colonist was to make the natives acquire their behaviors, make them
expectable and controlled, some of the natives resisted. Furthermore, Extell uses the term
ignorant to explain to the Europeans because they could aggravate the locals in reacting as they

predicted because some strategies they utilized and expected the natives to accept did not work.




Moreover, the author explains different ways the native used to cope with the colonist.
One of the methods utilized by the native Indians to deal with the colonist is incorporating with
them. Therefore, Extell explains that some natives viewed the Europeans as superior to them
because of the first presence and the goods they carried with them. Some natives agreed to share
culture, food, and language with the colonist and provided assistance, friendship, and support.
The Europeans came with technologies that the native had not seen, which helped lure them into
supporting their ideas and trade. Similarly, some native individuals went further to benefit from
the Europeans, such as getting skills that could later be used to attack the colonist. Although the
author argues that natives used these methods to cope with the colonist, other ways explained

that the locals dealt with the Europeans because of their actions.

Another argument the author presents is that the colonist's changing topography and
environment made them develop illnesses that the natives were not immune to. Nevertheless, the
natives faced significant challenges with the disease, but the colonist also lost a lot of people
through conditions. The condition had substantial effects on the native approaches in life, which
made them relocate from their native land. The relocation from their native soil was because of
the high rate of depopulation because they did not have remedies to deal with the illness.
Nonetheless, there are other native Americans that did not choose to abandon their native land,
and they developed ways to benefit from the colonist, such as through joining in their military,
commercial activities, and religion. The intention was to utilize the colonist resources to allow
their children to learn new skills from the European schoolmasters, including learning reading,
counting, and writing. This method was vital to the natives because it was used to safeguard

them from actions comprising deceitful events and debts.




Moreover, although some native individuals decided to move away from the colonist
settlements, it did not stop them from taking control because the majority of the native dependent
on their manufactured goods, credit schemes, and distribution. The natives looked for sustenance
from the colonist through selling their lands and had to work for the Europeans commercial
activities, as stated earlier, and this made them close to their freedom. Furthermore, several
native women had to resell alcohol to men. Axtell added that the natives implemented another
strategy to respond to the colonist acts because their invasion of native America was associated
with insults and kidnapping that could cause injuries to the individuals. The natives had to
imitate the colonies because they realized that the Europeans were much ahead of them.
Consequently, the natives learned that staying the same way as the colonist and obtaining the
acquittances would benefit them from strategizing how to go against their intruders. The author
concludes that the final approach used by natives was to avoid colonists and revive the native

Indian culture.

My thoughts on the article are that the Europeans altered American history forever and
the native Americans. The native had a significant role because they responded to the adjusted in
their varying lives and environments. Moreover, [ believe that the coming of the colonist resulted
in high reactions between them and natives because they were viewed as superior due to their
technology, goods, and appearance. Nevertheless, cruel treatment such as kidnapping made some
natives resist in different ways. Nonetheless, | think disease greatly impacted the native
Americans because they did not have immunity and remedies to stop the spread and heal
themselves. The colonist came with essential goods that made the natives trust them and depend

on the products to improve their lives. This gave the colonist a chance to take over control and




acquire the land from the natives. However, due to acts that cause suffering to the natives, they

are creative throu8gh creating better strategies to deliver themselves.
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