3

[bookmark: _GoBack]







NATO Assignment











Author
Institutional Affiliation
Instructor
Course code
Date of submission
President Donald Trump had in the past throughout 2018 indicated his desire to have the United States pulled out of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Mr. Trump sees no good from the organization and argues that it is a drain on the United States. However, the country's withdrawal from the organization would mean a drastic reduction of Washington’s influence in Europe and could embolden Russia for the next decades. However, I believe the organization's exit would be considered one of the best things that ever happen to US interests.
NATO was arguably crucial during the period when the USSR existed. The organization enabled the US to minimize the influence of communism in the observably torn Europe that was still recovering after two world wars. Even though the organization still presents numerous benefits to the European countries, the benefits are not reciprocated to the USA (Doug Bandow, 2015). The latter funds most of the NATO operations, both financially and military, with no apparent benefits coming along. It is evident that NATO now acts as a channel of money and resources from the United States to Europe since the organization no longer has anything to defend or defend against, especially after the Soviet Union's collapse. 
I understand that even though most countries in Europe can maintain adequate defence, they have chosen not to because, through NATO, the USA handles most of the defence. Although this presents a lot of good for Europe, the US is forced to continue spending heavily to maintain the European bases (Melih Altinok, 2019). Arguably, there is no reason for the US to continue doing this considering the development level in Europe. For this reason, withdrawing from the organization would significantly help the country in eliminating many of the hundreds of costly bases it operates in the European countries. 
NATO is considering the addition of countries that are irrelevant to the organization and whose contributions would not be felt. With the world power moving away from Europe to the East, in my view, it makes no sense for the USA to tie itself to a declining Europe at the expense of improving her relations with countries like China. It is evident that since the creation of NATO, a lot of things have changed, and therefore there is a need to refashion the alliance for a world in which allies had prospered, and enemies had disappeared. One possibility for the future would be a European‐​run NATO, with America perhaps as an associate member. Another alternative would be a continental defence run alongside the European Union (Melih Altinok, 2019).
Also, Europe provides no real benefits to the US. Yet, the USA extends many resources, particularly to defend an already rich of the world with no benefits to themselves. In a sense, the USA should protect NATO countries that spend less than the required 2% GDP on defence, though I think there is a need for the USA to exit NATO. It is believed that the time for reassuring Europeans is over. Americans deserve as much consideration as the Europeans. The US military should not be deployed to advance and maintain the interests of the most significant concern to other nations (Nicholas Burns, 2019).
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