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Which adventure displays Odysseus at his best and smartest, and which adventure shows Odysseus at his weakest. Describe the adventures you choose and explain why you picked them
Odysseus recounts his adventures through the books 9 through 12. He is in the Phaeacians palace talking about his wanderings. The books not only give Odysseus background but also homers as well. The books talk about some of his best and richest cunning adventures and speak of his lowest and weakest adventures.
One of Odysseus' best adventures is described in book 9. Here he introduces himself to the Phaeacians as the son of Laertes, renowned for his cunning nature and coming from Ithaca. He talks about his journey from departure and how he had managed to withstand many obstacles. Odysseus raids the cicones with his men, and they are attacked in return, but they are blown off to the land of lotus-eaters where his men are dragged, and he has to drag them to his ship back to the next island. On the next island, he uses his prowess in cunning and skills to escape. This adventure portrays Odysseus at his brightest because, as much as he goes through quite a lot in cicones and the land of lotus-eaters, he can use his cunningness to flee in Polyphemus. He refers to himself as 'outis,' which is a Greek word for no one. Odysseus' new name enables him to escape Polyphemus as the Cyclops refer to him as no one when referring to their attacker. In addition, he portrays his human nature by telling Polyphemus his real name. With this, he tries to win the sympathy of the Phaeacians as he depicts that he is still human and deserves some sympathy.
One of the weakest points in Odysseus' adventure is when he arrives at the island of Aeolus. He is gifted a bag by the gods of the wind, which has other wind except for the west wind that should send them home. Before they reach Ithaca, his men open the bags to see the riches, but the wind sends them back to Aeolus, where they don't get more help. Further, when they get to the land of Laestrygonians, some cannibalistic giants attack his men. Odysseus' ships are also destroyed, leaving only his ship. On Aeaea Island, Odysseus sends his men to scout a circle house that turns his men into pigs. In book ten, Odysseus recounts the trouble he went through as one of the weakest points in his adventures. He loses some of his men to war while others are turned into pigs. Further out of his twelve ships, eleven are destroyed. This book portrays that as much as Odysseus had his cunning skills, there are other events he couldn't use them. 





