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Assignment- Film Response
The Problem: People in developing countries are dying at high rates due to water/sanitation related illnesses. The most vulnerable are babies and young children. This is what contributes to high infant mortality rates. High infant mortality rates, contribute to high fertility rates. High fertility rates contribute to exploding populations. We already know the problems with THAT. • The Solution: Create systems for providing clean drinking water and adequate sanitation to developing areas. 
The Problem: Who is going to pay for it?
The solution: One option is to privatize water in these areas. Water privatization refers to a system where the private sector (for profit businesses) controls water resources and water services. This is a very controversial issue as you will see in the film. 
The Problem: What are some of the problems with the water supply in the United States?
The solution: US government does not keep active record on people affected with waterborne diseases, bugs and viruses are present in the water, industrial chemicals been introduced in the streams and rivers, Atrazine in water, pharmaceutical chemical channeled to the rivers and treatment plants channeled all the waste on the rivers and streams. 
The Problem: What happens to the waste water when we flush our toilets? (List the cycle) 
The solution: When the water is flushed the water directed to the sewer systems then the water introduced to the water system. When the people drink the water from the river sources they take in some of the waste back into their systems. 
The Problem: In what two ways has agriculture created problems with our water supply? 
The solution: The chemicals found in the pesticides and herbicides are washed into the rivers and streams by the rains where they contaminate the water sources. Second, the plants have become water inefficient; the plants require almost double the amount of water due to the heavy chemicals used in the growth.  
The Problem: What have been the problems associated with the use of Atrazine and where is it used?
The solution: used in United States as a herbicide especially in corn production, effects change in sex in amphibians, interferes with the hormones, fish dropped sperm counts, cancers in both men and women (prostrate, ovarian and breast) and foetus affected as absorbs the chemical in the amniotic fluid. 
The Problem:  What are the potential advantages of privatization of water resources in developing countries (How do the business owners describe it)? 
The solution: The private companies explain they have to investment in the taps and pipes to take water; they have the knowhow and technology to bring water to the homes. Thus the ideal objective is to bring clean water to everyone. 
The Problem:  What are the disadvantages of privatization of water resources in these areas (what do the people who have experienced think)? 
The solution: Bolivia threatened by World Bank to be cut of the water development project if did not privatize water. The people who cannot afford the privatized water drink dirty water and get sick, have to treat water collected from the streams as no access to , raised prices, fired public servants and introduced prepaid water by using token. 
The Problem:  What is the UV Light Water Purification Center and what results have they had? (i.e., who maintains it? How many people benefit? What is the cost?) 
The solution:  UV Light Water Purification disinfects water, the system center taken care by the community, 300,000 persons benefit every day, and cost is 2 US dollar per year for 10 liters per day. 
The Problem: Bottling water to sell for profits is also a form of privatization. How well regulated/tested are bottled waters in the US? 
The solution: Water is not well regulated according to food and drug regulation agency there is less than one person regulating the entire multi-billion dollar industry
The Problem: What is the UN estimated cost per year to provide safe drinking water to the entire planet? 
The solution: $ 30 Billion a year
The Problem:  How does that relate to the cost the US spent last year on bottled water?
The solution: Last year spent three times ($30 billion) on bottled water
The Problem: Who runs the World Water Council and why is that a problem? 
The solution: Big powerful water interest stakeholder, promote corporate water take over, water as a market good. The problem of having the big investors in water sector have controlled the water supply and noted to be corrupted. 
The Problem: What does the Ganges River mean to the culture and people of India? 
The solution: Offers purification to the people thus new born given the water and the dead people ashes washed done the river to reconnect with spirits. The humans are cleaned and bring back humanity. 
The Problem:  What is interrupting the flow of the River and why? 
The solution: A dam 
The Problem: What purpose do dams serve? 
The solution: Store water for drinking and generate hydro electric power
The Problem: What are the problems with dams?
The solution: Altering ecosystem, organic matter captured behind dam creates methane from rooting contributing to climate change, displaces people and ancestral lands and cultural cites flooded
The Problem:  What were villagers in Ghopalpura able to do to solve water problems? 
The solution: water conservation structures constructed by joining the two hills with a trench and recharged the aquifers and wells and used for agriculture. 
The Problem:  What were the problems with Nestlé’s bottling water in Michigan? 
The solution:  lowering the volumes in streams and lakes, did not pay the community on the precious resource, flooding witnessed in the areas and lots of dams being drilled all around Michigan.
The Problem:  What did the people do? 
The solution: Organized communities to sent Nestle out, gone to courts to stop the company to drill, donations done to help people with no water and concerts organized to educate people on need to value the water.
The Problem: Were they successful? 
The solution: No, the courts ruled in favor of the company to continue drilling but with limited amounts per day. 
The Problem: What were the problems with Coke’s factory in Plachimada? 
The solution: Change in water taste and colour, production of awful smell from dump sites opened at night and dumping of company waste in the coconut plantations. 
The Problem:  What did the people of Plachimada do to solve this issue? 
The solution: Camped outside the Coca Cola gates demanding for the company to live India
The Problem:  Were they successful?
The solution: Yes company shut down in 2005
The Problem:  In what ways are local peoples and communities around the world dealing with these issues? 
The solution: Fight privatization of water, drilled wells and constructed tanks to store water, movement to deal with the water by public education on and foot march. 
The Problem:  Do you think they will be successful? Why/why not?
The solution: Yes there is power when the communities join to fight for their natural resources. 
The Problem:  Critical Thinking Questions: Do you think the information in this video may be one sided or biased?
The solution: The information provided by the video is biased. The focus is on how the private sectors are destroying the water delivery systems. However, this is not entirely true; there is a lot of investments that need to be done to ensure the clean water is available to the people at their homes. Nevertheless many people are not willing to cater for the bills and have the notion provision of clean water is their right. 
The Problem: What information might be missing? 
The solution: What the governments have to say on their task to ensure their population have the needed clean resources. It is the responsibility of every government to ensure the citizens have the needed water to avoid further complications. Example, health issues that result from consumption of dirty water. 
The Problem: What questions would you ask about this topic to critically examine it from all sides? 
The solution: The communities being provided for water are they willing to cater for cost of installation? Government response to the issue of the citizens’ lack of adequate water? Why private companies are highly billing communities that cannot afford water? 
The Problem: Do you think it is a human right to have access to water or do you think water is something that should be owned/controlled/bought and sold? 
The solution: It is a human right for people to have access to clean water but, the water needs to be privatized to ensure the water safety standards maintained with controlled pollution and water treatment. When communities are allowed to use water for their free will, many of them misuse the water as it is readily available. 

