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Selena Quintanilla Perez
[bookmark: _GoBack]Selena Quintanilla Perez was one of the bestselling Mexican-American artists of the late 20th century. The artist, also known as “Queen of Tejano Music,” was born on April 16, 1971, and died on March 31, 1995. Selena was famous for her outstanding talent in songwriting, singing, acting, and fashion design (Joseph, 2018). She was also an accomplished businesswoman and model. Some of Selena’s best-selling compositions include “Entre a Mi Mundo,” “Como la Flor," and “Live” (Paredez, 2009). Selena’s life ended abruptly through a tragic shooting by her friend Yolanda Saldívar. Saldívar was later convicted and given life imprisonment with a minimum of thirty years before parole. Even though Selena Quintanilla Perez died at the early age of 24, she remains one of the phenomenal Mexican-American women. Selena embodies critical thinking, a growth mindset, and overcoming challenges.
Selena’s decision to major in the male-dominated “Tejano music” reflected her mindset and ability to overcome challenges. In the early 1990s, “Tejano music” was male-dominated and Selena had limited prospects of success in the field (Paredez, 2009). Besides, the society was more conservative and women venturing into some male-dominated areas was unwelcomed. However, Selena broke the norm and made a successful career in the genre. Her success in “Tejano” music indicates her determination to overcome any obstacle on her way. She created her niche in the genre, making her the “Queen of Tejano Music.” Selena’s mindset, focus, and determination were instrumental in her success in the genre. She became the female pioneers of “Tejano music.” Selena’s success in the male-dominated field shows her commitment to overcome impediments on her way.
The artists also believed in diversity and stuck to a musical genre that reflected her cultural background. As a person born in America, Selena was more proficient in English than Spanish or her native languages. Thus, the easy option for her would be popular music in English genres in the US. However, she opted for the Spanish “Tejano music,” indicating her intentions to push for diversity in the American music scene. She further selected a male-dominated genre, which reflects her desire for diversity and inclusivity in music. Selena’s success in “Tejano music” created opportunities for other Spanish-speaking female artists to explore the genre (Paredez, 2009). Currently, the genre has several female artists producing high-quality and entertaining music. The artists consider Selena their inspiration as she opened for them avenues in “Tejano music.” Selena’s success promoted diversity and inclusion in the then male-dominated field.
Selena’s involvement in several activities at such a young age showed she focused on personal and professional growth. At only 24 years, she was a songwriter, singer, businessperson, actress, and fashion designer (Joseph, 2018). The ability to juggle multiple activities indicated that she yearning for financial and professional growth. Moreover, she was able to pursue her education and her music career simultaneously. Selena’s hunger for growth inspired her success as a musician, fashion designer, and businesswoman. She is a role model to young female artists in using their talents to pursue personal and professional development.
In conclusion, Selena Quintanilla Perez's success as an artist in male-dominated “Tejano music” indicates her hunger for personal and professional growth and desire for diversity and inclusion. She is also an embodiment of sacrifice and struggles to overcome obstacles. Selena's success in “Tejano music” created opportunities for Spanish-speaking female artists to venture into the genre. She is a heroine and a phenomenal woman who broke barriers.
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