Case Study by State


Overview
Healthcare is not standardized across the United States; as a result, each state has different health inequities, cost containment limitations, access and quality of care issues. Early in the semester we discussed in class Federal vs. State intervention for control of healthcare policies.  Each state has taken a different approach to healthcare, and in some cases, exacerbates already existing health disparities and escalating healthcare costs. Not all states, however, are experiencing the same outcomes.

Thirty-seven states have expanded Medicaid through ACA provisions. ACA’s publicly run exchanges have worked in some states; while in others have rejected ACA expansion of Medicaid. Thirteen Republican-dominated states have rejected ACA expansion of Medicaid and the fall out has lead to limited access and services for underserved communities. 

Introduction 
Provide a brief background of your state’s socio-demographics, economic/fiscal conditions, the political landscape (Republican, Democratic, Independent, Libertarian, Tea Party, Socialist dominance in state politics).

Answer
1. Provide general state of the healthcare system in your designated state.
a. Focus on Cost, Access and Quality of care indicators
b. Hospital Ratings
2. What makes the healthcare delivery system unique in your state?
a. What are the special aspects (challenges, benefits) of healthcare in your designated state?
i. Any unique healthcare policies that stand out?
b. How is your state paying for healthcare?
i. What was the effect of ACA on that state (did the state government reject ACA’s expansion of Medicaid)
ii. Medicare and Medicaid status
iii. What is the fiscal status of this healthcare system (bankrupt, poorly financed, heavily privatized, heavily subsidized by the state, lacks competitive insurance marketplace etc.)
3. Critique your state: strengths and weaknesses
4. Brief Conclusion

Example: Florida has a largely Republican state government that rejected Medicaid expansion. The state has no state income state, has a large senior population, and an elaborate emergency management system; Oregon has assisted suicide, it’s liberal, homogeneous; Mississippi has high obesity and poverty rates; Minnesota a top rated healthcare delivery system, small homogeneous population and offers a generous Medicaid system, but is this just the redistribution of resources? And why are its elderly health services ranked so low? Meanwhile, Louisiana has high rates of poverty, high prevalence of morbidities, and the highest incarceration rate per 100,000 people. 

Presentation
Each student will present his/her findings using a one page PowerPoint slide. Presentations should be 5-7 minutes.
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