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Irwin, H. J. (2017). The psychology of paranormal belief: A researcher’s handbook. Hatfield, UK: University of Hertfordshire Press.

People have different beliefs which are associated with their backgrounds and traditions. These beliefs within a certain population constitute the way in which certain people view the world. The outlook of the world or rather worldview according to Irwin (2017) is a conceptual approach which has been used to help understand paranormal beliefs. Notably, a paranormal belief is the use of other modes other than scientific way to view things. Worldviews are propositions which a group of people associates itself and the way in which they view the physical and social world. 

The theory of worldview has been used by researchers to analyze paranormal beliefs. Remarkably, Irving utilized an online survey with 141 participants. It would be of great importance to utilize other avenues such as a face to face interrogation as it would bare a different result. Also, he based his research on questionnaires. He majored on these two questions that included a check on integrative Worldview Framework Scales and Survey of Scientifically Unsubstantiated Beliefs which I believe are too shallow to be the basis of his conclusions. From the results, the study established that there is a population who believes in the existence of paranormal phenomena. On the other hand, he argues that a few people have less empathy on empirical approach on their daily lives. According to Zusne and Jones (1982) who are the main contributors of paranormal beliefs it is true. A greater percentage of people base their belief on worldview hypothesis. Although there are major shortcomings of Irwin’s study its conclusions concur with those earlier on identified by other scholars. 
Researchers have established that worldviews can be established by person without the knowledge of others and thus making it a belief subject to him/her. The latter holds in Irwin’s study. People could believe in a worldview based on their understanding and thus are considered to be aware of the proposition. Since the 19th century, worldviews have been associated with religious beliefs and have impacted people's lives on a daily basis. 
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