9-11
Practice problems: Ide ntifying premises and conclusions
For each of the arguments below, distinguish premises from conclusion. If the argument contains indicator words, identify these in some way (for example, underline all premise indicator words and circle all conclusion indicator words). Where possible, identify who is making the argument.
Remember that the person making the argument is not always as straight forward as locating where it the argument is located. These arguments compiled by Padraig Gallagher.

The light we see from distant galaxies left them millions of years ago; and in the case of the most distant object that we have seen, the light left some eight thousand million years ago. Thus, when we look at the universe, we are seeing it as it was in the past.
Stephen W. Hawking


Missiles are easier to defend than cities, for two reasons: first, missile sites are small and tough, whereas cities are large and vulnerable; second, a defense of missile sites is considered effective if it can save half the missiles, whereas a defense of cities has to try to save them all.
Freeman Dyson



Because of the massive importance of religion in human affairs, because religions continue to contest secular accounts of the world, because public institutions must take seriously the full
range of ideas in our marketplace of ideas, because the Establishment Clause requires neutrality between religion and nonreligion, and because the truth has become increasingly elusive even for intellectuals, religion must be taken seriously in public schools and universities.
Warren Nord

Roundabouts are in our future—they are known to save everyone time, reduce accidents, air pollution and congestion while saving the city the installation and maintenance costs of computer and fiber-optic controlled traffic lights.
Paul Avery


The Arctic Plain is a small 1.5 million acre portion located on the extreme northern edge of the giant 19.6 million acre [Arctic National Wildlife] Refuge. Only 2,000 acres of that area would actually be used for exploration activities. The U.S. Geological Survey estimates that there could be as much as 16 billion barrels of oil in this part of Alaska. That amount could replace all of our imports from Saudi Arabia for over 30 years. As you can see, allowing drilling in this tiny
portion of the Refuge will reduce our dependence on foreign oil, create jobs, help to safeguard our national security and move us one step closer to energy independence. Further, relying on more foreign oil places greater risks on the environment.
U.S. Senator Wayne Allard, excerpted from a form letter sent to letter writers on ANWR, sent 2/25/2005



Besides weapons of mass destruction, there were plenty of other — and far more important reasons — for prompt action now: Saddam had broken the 1991 armistice agreements and after September 11 it was no longer tolerable to allow Middle East dictators to continue as rogue states and virtual belligerents. Two-thirds of Iraqi airspace were de facto controlled by the United States — ultimately an unsustainable commitment requiring over a decade of daily vigilance, billions of dollars, and hundreds of thousands of sorties to prevent further genocide. He had defied U.N. resolutions; and he had expelled inspectors, demanding either enforcement or appeasement and subsequent humiliation of the international community.
-Victor Davis Hanson, “Weapons of Mass Hysteria.” National Review Online,
<www.nationalreview.com/hanson> February 06, 2004


If a Klingon pissed him off, Kirk kicked his ass. Star Trek had Kirk kicking ass all over the place. One time, in the Star Trek episode called "Space Seed" Captain Kirk whooped the shit out of a guy who was five times as strong as any man. Yet that didn't stop Kirk from kicking his ass…So in short, Captain Kirk is the ultimate badass.
-Posted by: BasementDwellingNinja. 05-28-2005, 11:02 AM http://aetherealforge.com/aeforum/showthread.php?t=2642



"I think we should be in Iraq because those people need our help," [Amber Conklin, 17] said. Joe Hallett and Jonathan Riskind “Wisconsin typifies swing-state divide”
-Columbus Dispatch. 09/26/04




Denis Halliday… told Bill Moyers on his Friday night program that the U.S. should not wage war against Iraq for the following reasons: the U.S. sided with Iraq during the Iran-Iraq war; that Iraq’s neighbor’s don’t want the U.S. to fight Iraq; and that Iraqi civilians will be killed in a war.
- Lawrence Auster, View from the Right, <www.amnation.com> August 24, 2002
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