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Differences between Plato and Aristotle’s Political and Philosophical Ideas
Plato and Aristotle are among the popular philosophers during the classical period. The two philosophers made an immense contribution to developing political and philosophical ideologies (Miira, 2016). Their ideologies had both similarities and difference occasioned by individual views on life. The variation was possibly due to their different upbringing and life experiences as they grew up. The similarities and differences in political and philosophical ideologies between these two great philosophers is the foundation of this paper.
Plato was born in 428/427 BCE in Athens to Ariston (father) and Perictione (mother) and died in 348/347 BCE. He came from an aristocratic family with great contribution during their time (Meinwald, 2018). His father's side were descendants of god Poseidon whereas his mother was from the lineage of Solon, a lawgiver (Meinwald, 2018). Plato developed his philosophy around equality, beauty, and justice. He further argued that good life went beyond knowledge as described by Socrates and also involved habitual emotional health. Plato’s works covered various subjects including theology, political philosophy, aesthetics, and cosmology (Meinwald, 2018).
Aristotle, on the other hand, lived earlier than Plato though they both during the classical period. He was born on 19th June 384 in Stagira and died on 7th March 322 BC in Chalcis, Greece (Biography, 2019). Aristotle made an immense contribution to the field of science and philosophy in Ancient Greek. He is among the few ancient philosophers who started their schools to advance their ideologies through teaching and writing. Aristotle founded Lyceum, a school in Athens, where he dedicated his time teaching, writing, and studying (Biography, 2019). He used Lyceum to shape the views of his students on various issues impacting society at the time.
Plato and Aristotle Political Philosophies
The political philosophy presented by both Plato and Aristotle has similarities and differences. However, the differences exceed the similarities, perhaps, due to the time difference between the two philosophers. Aristotle died almost twenty years before Plato was born. Besides, the two had different socio-political backgrounds that greatly impacted their worldview and subsequent philosophy (Miira, 2016). This paper makes a comparison between these two philosophies by evaluating two popular publications by the two philosophers, “Republic” by Plato and Aristotle’s “Politic.” 
The similarities between Plato and Aristotle’s philosophy stems from the fact that they lived in the same era in Greece history. The two philosophers lived during the classical period when Athens was undergoing intensive political and social transformation (Aliu, 2018). Ancient Greek philosophers, including Plato and Aristotle, questioned nature and its existence and reality. They also questioned the polytheistic beliefs in ancient Greek (Aliu, 2018). Each philosopher gave a different explanation to these questions based on his or her perception of life.
Plato and Aristotle had an interest in studying social phenomena at the time leading to convergence of opinions on some issues. Their research primarily focused on establishing the law that guided the flawless functioning of human society (Aliu, 2018; Miira, 2016). The two philosophers shared the opinion that the recognition concept was a critical player in shaping social phenomena like economics, politics, and logic (Miira, 2016). The two, essentially, we're interested in expanding the borders of human emancipation by exploring undiscovered ideas. Plato, for instance, argued that their existed "two worlds" (Aliu, 2018). According to Plato, the world of phenomena is visible in conceptual reality whereas things like fine art, mathematical laws, and love exhibited the existence of the real world (Miira, 2016). In other words, Plato held that social dynamics shaped the concept of the ideal world whereas love, fine art, and mathematical laws portrayed the real world as it is. Similarly, Aristotle held that “forms” or “ideas” were the critical elements determining the stability of matter (Abraham, 2017). He defined matter in relation to human beings and attempts to rule the world. According to Aristotle, the matter became "eternally stable" when there is a balance in power.
Even though the two philosophers adopted different approaches to explain the concept of the real and conceptual world, it is evident they relied on metaphysics to explain complex social problems. It is also notable that Plato and Aristotle placed politics at the center of their studies on various social phenomena. Essentially, the two believed that politics had a direct impact on individual well-being and overall function of human society. The ability to solve social problems relied on quality leadership to guide society to overcome various challenges.
Additionally, the publications by Plato and Aristotle indicate that they had a deep interest in governance, state, politics, and justice among other issues that affected their society (James, 2018). For example, Plato in some of his writings raises essential political issues and developing the concept of the republic (Lean, 1996). Plato views republic as a building unit in a complex political system (Miira, 2016). Aristotle too showed serious interest in understanding the political system in organized states. However, he believed that taxonomy and empirical data were instrumental tools in studying practical sciences. For example, he conducted extensive research on the constitutions of 158 states to understand their governance structure and history (Raymond, 2019; Aliu, 2018). Aristotle adopted a practical approach in understanding the political and governance structure in various states by analyzing their constitutions rather than developing a concept as depicted by Plato (Abraham, 2017). Nonetheless, the two agrees that the stability of a nation and its ability to solve social problems relies on its strong political structures. 
Aristotle and Plato adopted a similar policy in their research resulting in similarities on their views on governance. They have a similar concept of effective governance and its structure. For instance, both believe that an effective government must focus on alleviating social problems among its people (Miira, 2016). Plato develops his concept of governance around a "republic" whereas Aristotle talks of strong political and governance structure within a unit (Miira, 2016). Besides, the two does not approve democracy as an effective form of governance. Plato, for example, argues that the concept of equality perpetuated by democracy contains a lot of deficiency (Plato, 1999). On the contrary, he argues that aristocracy is the most effective form of governance as it provides leadership to all while maintaining social strata. Plato's support for aristocracy is possibly due to him belonging to the aristocratic family.  
On the other hand, two also had huge differences in their political philosophies occasioned by several factors including their varying socio-political backgrounds. Firstly, the two adopted different approaches in their quest for truth and just society. Plato adopted philosophical dialogues and literature as the primary method of expressing his political ideas (Miira, 2016). He believed philosophical writings limits one’s ability to conclusively express his political ideologies to the masses (Aliu, 2018). Notably, he uses poetic language in his writings to help in breaking down the complex political ideologies to consumable pieces of work. Literature and art provide a better avenue for one to comprehensively express ideas and emotions. Politics is about the emotional appeal to the masses and literature, as opposed to philosophical writings, enable Plato to appeal to his audience (Aliu, 2018). On the contrary, Aristotle uses explanatory language to express his political views (Abraham, 2017). The approach adopted by Aristotle is philosophical and he uses his writings to try and develop logical views among his audience. 
Further, the difference exists in the research methodology adopted by the two philosophers. As noted earlier, Aristotle relied on taxonomy and empirical data to explain various concepts in politics and governance (Aliu, 2018). Also, the methodology adopted significantly influenced the logical direction taken by the scholar. For instance, Plato uses a deductive method to solve various social issues (Miira, 2016). Conversely, Aristotle adopts an analytical approach to evaluate and breakdown the complex political and governance structures. Essentially, Aristotle analyses every political system to determine its strengths and weaknesses in social phenomena. 
The difference in political philosophy between the two individuals is also evident in their categories of interest. Plato focuses on justice and equality in the society thus develop his philosophy around the concept of justice and injustice (Aliu, 2018). On the contrary, Aristotle develops his discourse on slavery and its impact on the effective functioning of human society (Aliu, 2018; Abraham, 2017). He explores the rights and responsibilities of the slaves in an attempt to humanize them. 
Conclusion
Plato and Aristotle have significant similarities and differences in their political philosophies. Firstly, they both agree on the existence of political structure as a means of creating power balance. Secondly, they both reject democracy as an effective political tool in creating effective leadership. On the other hand, the two philosophers also have differences in their philosophies and approaches. For example, Plato adopts a deductive method whereas Aristotle uses an analytical approach. Moreover, Aristotle focuses on slavery and whereas Plato advance the course of justice and injustice.
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