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Summary
Setting standards in education is essential as it enables the teacher or the education stakeholders to determine learning progress. Standards can be opaque but vary in specificness, difficulty, and clarity. As such, standards can be broad, narrow, targeting many courses, levels, or specific to certain content. Standards, therefore, guide performance at all levels. Some people may call standards as performance level, but standards are meant to guide performance. Standards should therefore be treated as any notification that signals the progress of something. Due to its importance, we should therefore analyze and interpret the standards carefully to ensure better understanding and avoid any complications. Meanings of used terms should be clearly defined to avoid any ambiguity (Fisher & Frey 2010).
To avoid ambiguity, we should understand the formation, organization, and structure of standards. Standards are always written according to their weights and thus are highlighted in a hierarchical outline. The first statement is broad in most cases, while the second and third are narrowed to target specific areas or content. Although it is hierarchically highlighted, it lists the key elements of the content and the consequences. Due to the sequential format of the standards, they should be covered one after another. However, this is not the case as many standards are interrelated and not sequential. As such, several objectives can be taught simultaneously without following the order in which they are listed (Power-deFur & Flynn 2012). This is a misconception of standards and thus can easily mislead teachers. 
A teacher should understand that all standards have different goals that must be achieved at the end of teaching and learning. This is because standards are presented in different sizes and shapes and thus addressing different learning goals. Although this is the case, it is common for standards to mix acquisitions, meanings, and transfer knowledge without noticing that each goal is different. As such, we should understand the value of each standard set in teaching and learning. 
Comparison
A curriculum plan on a change in the early 20th century in America takes all the aspects discussed in the article unpacking standards. In the article, standards are described as narrow or broad. The plan takes a broad look at the changes in the United States during the early 20th century. The standards set are to demonstrate the patterns of change that took place during this period. The total period in the content is quite broad, taking up to nine weeks to complete the content. This will allow the learners to identify, analyze and interpret the primary historical themes. Also, the plan highlights the standards in a hierarchy, which makes it similar to the article. 
Contrast
In contrast to the article, standards should be specific and targeting specific content. This makes the standards attainable and can easily be achieved with the stipulated timelines. Standards that are not specific and time-bound can ambiguous and thus not easy to meet. The plan does not take this into account, as it takes a broad division of the content into weeks without giving each standard specific timelines. Instead of dividing it into lessons with specific goals and objectives, it highlights the overall standards of the whole course. The plan should take a better division of the content in classes with specific goals and times lines. This will make the goals attainable, as described in the article. 
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