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Pliny on the Christians
What is Pliny’s attitude toward the Christians, and how would you describe his policy toward them? Explain.
Pliny’s attitude towards the Christians was bad since he disliked them. Pliny was against the Christians and once he was given the chance by his lord to execute them, he did so. He had a procedure that he observed in order to ascertain that those who were denounced to him as Christians were real Christians (Pliny 1). Those who admitted that they were Christians were interrogated to prove whether they were Christians and those who confessed to have been Christians were threatened to be punished and if they persisted they were executed. Pliny’s policy towards Christians can be described as been inhumane since he ordered for their execution. 
What does the source tell you about Christianity in the early 2nd Century CE (Its peoples, leadership, practices, organization, relationship with Roman society, etc.)? Explain.
The source tells me that Christianity in the early 2nd century was not practised openly. The people in leadership were not for the Christian Religion; they were against it and they killed the subjects who were found having practised Christianity. Both Roman and Pontus seem to have practised different religion; Pontus had their own religion and Romans were Christians. This can be concluded from the fact that the people who were found having been Christians and were from Romans, Pliny had to sign an order to have them deported to Roman emperor. Besides, the residents of Pontus seem to have liked the new religion, Christianity because they had already embraced it by getting converted. “For the contagion of this superstition has spread not only… but also to all the villages and farms (Pliny 1).”
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