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POL/115 Week 1 Assignment
Influences on the Founding of the United States of America
Complete each section of the matrix below. Include APA citations for all unoriginal ideas, facts, or definitions.

	Documents
	In 2-3 sentences, provide a brief summary of each document, and discuss each document’s significance or influence on the values of the American political culture or the ideas for the structure and organization of the U.S. Federal Government.

	Magna Carta 
	It is the document in which King John was compelled to assent law of liberties after dialogues with the English barons with their allies that is the French and Scots. The document provided assurance for human rights and privileges thus shaping the ideas of contemporary U.S federal government. It limited the powers of the monarch hence the basis of the current government to be answerable to the people. 

	Mayflower Compact
	It was the debut governing document for the Plymouth colony that was drafted by Mayflower travelers comprising of pro-independence traders, explorers and Puritans. There was increased religious persecution by King James of England that coerced puritans to take refugee. It influences the value of the current government as it was the first document in which platform for self-rule to be created and implemented.

	Declaration of Independence
	It was the document drafted by continental congress in 4th July of 1776 leading to the rise of United States of America. It shapes the ideas of equality with unalienable rights that forms the ideas of the modern federal government.

	Articles of Confederation
	It refers to the debut written constitution of the United States that was described the powers of the Federal government after attaining independence from Great Britain. The document created framework for the congress by providing the house with power to wage war, negotiate alliances, appointment of military officer and the so on.

	The Virginia Plan
	The document was the work of James Madison the developer and Edmund Randolph in 29th May 1787 advocating for reliable government comprising of executive, judiciary and legislature. It influenced the current constitution of US that provides for separation of powers among the three arms of government.

	The New Jersey Plan
	The document was presented by William Paterson to propose on the country should be ruled in 15th June 1787. It advocated for each state to have a lone vote rather than using population as the variable thus influencing the current Federal government. 

	The Connecticut Plan
	It was the proposal in the constitution convention seeking to form bicameral legislature comprising of senate with similar representation of the state and the parliament that would base on population. It influences the modern American culture as it comprises of two houses where the senate contain representative of each state. 

	The U.S. Constitution
	The document was signed in 17th September 1787 that created the federal government, rules and regulations and charter of human rights. It influences the current political culture as there procedure for forming the government laws of the land and human rights. 

	The Bill of Rights
	It refers to the first ten amendments in the US constitution that were drafted by John Madison setting procedure for the rule of law. It influenced the current government as it provides limits for government power and providing liberty for individuals. 





	Philosophers
	In 2-3 sentences, provide a brief summary of who each philosopher was, and discuss how each philosopher’s writings and ideas influenced the founding fathers as they developed the values of American political culture and the nature and structure of the U.S. system of government.

	Thomas Hobbes
	He was great English historian, philosopher and scientist popularly known as for his political thought as presented in the masterpiece Leviathan. It influenced the ancestors of the country as they took his account for social contract that would be the foundation for western democracies. 

	John Locke
	He was a great philosopher and physician from England arguing that the features of human being comprises of reason and tolerance. His influence on the founding fathers is by asserting that the sovereign would maintain law to enhance peace, and protect life and property. 

	Montesquieu
	He was a great French Judge, philosopher and man of the letters famous for his theory of separation of powers and checks in the governing system. He was an influential figure who work formed the basis of US constitution where no branch has the power to interfere with people liberty.

	Selected Founders
	In 2-3 sentences, provide a brief summary of who each founding father was, and discuss the role of each person in the establishment of the United States of America and its system of government.

	Benjamin Franklin
	He was an American Polymath who was part of the five team committee that contributed in drafting of the declaration of independence in the verge of the 13 colonies declaring freedom from colonial rule. He played a great role in declaration of independence and drafting of the first ever US constitution. 

	Alexander Hamilton 
	He was one of the most influential American Statesman as the interpreter and advocate of the US constitution. He is respectable figure for his role in developing country financial system, Costal Guard, Federalist Party and New York newspaper. 

	George Washington
	Having occupied the first US presidency from 1789 to 1797, he was a great military leader, statesman and the nation founding father. He is best remembered for his role in the revolutionary war as the commander of continental army that founded America. 

	Thomas Jefferson
	Was the third President of US from 1801 to 1809 who one of the most influential statesman, architect, diplomat in American history. He contributed to drafting the country constitution having served in various government posts as debut secretary of state (1789-94), 2nd vice president (1797-1801) and 3rd president (1801-09) and his role in acquiring Louisiana.  

	James Madison
	Was born in 1751to become the founding father of America and the third president of the country taking over from Thomas from 1809 to 1817. He shaped the American political culture by sponsoring bill of rights, revising federalist papers and worked on prior drafts of the American constitution. 

	John Adams
	Was born in 1751 known for his leadership role towards American revolution and became the 2nd president of the United States. He contributed to the scape of the American political culture with his brilliant mind, fight for liberation that development into American idea on equality. 





	Political Factions
	In 2-3 sentences, provide a brief explanation of each of these factions, and discuss how each viewed the power and scope of the U.S. Federal government.

	Federalists
	Were group of people that supported formation of a powerful federal government with power over the states. They used the term ‘federalists’ to signify commitment to weakened decentralized authorities. They viewed the giving the federal government too much power is the key to retain a unified America. 

	Anti-Federalists
	Opposed two things that are formation of a strong federal government and ramification of the 1787 constitution. They were of the idea that each state should be allowed to have power of their laws. They were of the idea that the constitution was giving too much power to the executive. 

	Types of Democracy
	In 2-3 sentences, discuss the characteristics and principles of each type of government, and describe how (if at all) those principles are used in the structure of the U.S. system of government.

	Representative Democracy
	This is form of rule where people have to elect individuals as a representative of making roles for them. People are provided with opportunity to vote their candidates of their choice to represent them in vital decision making process. It lies on the principle of the majority have their say so the citizen with most recommendation from the people is picked. 

	Direct Democracy
	It is also known as pure democracy as it involves people participating in voting for issues instead of through representatives. The principle for this form of democracy is that all people participate in decision making with great respect to plight of majority.

	Concepts
	In 2-3 sentences, describe how each of these concepts exists in the organization of the U.S. federal government, and discuss why this concept is important in a representative democracy.

	Separation of Powers
	 is the concept that was founded by Montesquieu and exists in the US constitution with the government dividing into branches with differing and unique powers. This concept is relevant in the representative of democracy has it keeps the government accountable to people. 

	Checks and Balances
	Refers to division of power to the extent that one branch can limit the power of another and there is no way one branch can have more powers than another. It is vital for the representatives democracy since elected individuals cant abuse their powers against people wish. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Copyright© 2018 by University of Phoenix. All rights reserved.
Copyright© 2018 by University of Phoenix. All rights reserved.
image1.png
% University of Phoenix»




