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Environmental Pollution.
Both the Guardian's article titled "How San Francisco is leading the way out of bottled water culture," and the TED talk on "seas of plastic" focus on the critical effects of over using plastic materials in the context of the USA, and there is a very key focus on California and San Francisco. The two sources present similar facts of concern to pollution caused by plastics in the USA. The first fact is that the use of plastic containers especially bottles is increasing in the USA (Sam, 2017). It is also argued that many people in the USA prefer the use of plastic containers and packages and this is clear through the increased use of bottled water. 
As argued, many people have developed the assumption that plastic water is safer than tap water and this has also motivated them to use bottled water at a higher level. Another fact presented is that the production of plastic materials is on the rise and this poses critical dangers to populations. Also, the two sources present the fact that the plastic materials especially the bottles are usually deposited in water bodies and on land causing pollution and also threatening the survival of humans. Also, both the TED show and the article present the fact that the plastics which are inorganic materials do not rot easily and are very hard to recycle; and these cases contribute to their destructive effects when disposed of carelessly.
The main challenge presented in the article and in the Ted Talk is that of increased plastic pollution. As the article argues, one cause of this pollution is the increased manufacture of plastic bottles which are used as containers for selling water. As such, it can be argued that the problem of pollution caused by plastic has two main sources and these are the manufacturing companies as well as the citizens who use the plastics. It is clear that the companies are increasing the production of the plastics and also, citizens in the named states; San Francisco and California prefer the use of the bottled water to the tap water, and hence, these are the two primary sources of the problem. It is also argued that private corporations are still allowed to manufacture and sell bottled water, and hence, they are other sources of the problem of environmental pollution caused by plastics.
In order to better the problem of increased plastics disposal and pollution to the environment, legislators have sought to pass laws which ban the manufacture and the use of plastic containers such as paper bags and plastic bottles. In addition, the legislators are recommending members of the public to rely on the purified tap water, and through this, the use of bottled water will be reduced significantly (Sam,2017). Legislators have also rolled out the selling of bottled water in city events and the distribution of bottled and any packaged water on city property. It is however evident that this initiative by the legislators might not fully end the environmental pollution caused by plastics since the private companies and individuals, especially in San-Francisco, are still manufacturing and selling bottled water to the citizens.
As an individual, I would first avoid the use of any plastic materials in an attempt to solve the problem of environmental pollution at a personal level. I would, therefore, act as a role model in proving that we can live without plastics and that the pollution caused by plastics can be controlled. In addition, I would educate my peers and friends on the effects of overusing plastics and disposing them carelessly. As an engineer, I would propagate for recycling of the plastics and also for the adoption of alternative organic and degradable materials for packaging commodities.
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