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1. What is the relationship, in Ehrenreich's view, between positive thinking and capitalism? How according to Ehrenreich, has positive thinking contributed to recent and current American problems and catastrophes? 

The Americans have positive thinking of optimism the author sees it as an ideology that they have upheld that is defined by positive thinking which gives meaning to two things, when things around you are good such as possession of silver linings and lemonades this shows possession of capital resources that has been developed by the optimism. An argument from the author positive thinking will develop optimism will be important because it will lead to improved health and improved self-confidence that will be advantageous to accomplishing goals. The late capitalism encouraged people to earn more while positive thinking also gives an impression to want more through the efforts they make. Positive thinking in the American culture led to unpreparedness in the warning signs that had been indicated impending danger, before the attack there were warnings about the attack by airplane the relevant security agents had the knowledge of impending danger but out of positive thinking the Federal bureau investigation did not take any precaution what resulted was a terror attack that went beyond their imagination and shock the country economy. Another disaster occurred after the warnings about the Iraq attack but the leaders ignored this but they embarked on praising the military capability of America but later they were faced with disaster Gill, & Kanai (2018).

2." Celebrating Inequality" Celebrity montage George Packer explores why celebrities are such a big part of American culture and how their presence seems to only be increasing in "Celebrating Inequality"(page 539). How did celebrities become such a big part of American culture? What does Packer mean when he asserts that today a celebrity "evolves into a persona, then a brand? Then and empire, with the business imperative of grow or die" (para. 6)?
   McClerking, & Block (2020) argues that Celebrities have taken a large part of American culture due to dominance in specific fields. They have dominated the scope of American culture that has resulted in aspirations and fulfillment among them. The celebrities have offered to be worshiped by ordinary citizens due to their achievements. The celebrities are vibrant when inequality is taking place in schools, government, and other places. The celebrities have made their inventions that have led to praises in their achievements through this they have become an integral part of the American culture. They influence the way of doing things in the American culture. They became much relevant to the culture after the arrival of television that made them known more to the middle-class society.  Packer referring to celebrities evolving on particular stands meant that there was a need to substitute the presence of celebrities to institutions that would be beneficial rather than making investments that were not relevant to the society. A problem noted in celebrities they are not start-up entrepreneurs, their life depends on the current achievements they have in their lives rather than investments which could be profitable to them later in life as security after the celebrity life is gone.



3: "The Shock of Education: How College Corrupts" College "The Shock of Education: How College Corrupts" page (543) by Alfred Lumbrano looks at the effects of college on first-in-family college students. Are you the first in your family to go to college? If so, do your experiences match up with what Lubrano is saying? Why or why not? What does Richard Rodriguez mean by saying, "There's a brutality to education" (para. 6)? 
I was the first in our family to join college where I had different experiences that put me in a new view of things in life. I agree with lumbrano argument that college corrupts an individual. Before joining college there was little scope of knowledge on the religious rules of practices, college we studied different research on philosophical essays that tried to prove the inexistence of God, this was a compulsory subject to undertake before you would have completed studies from this my view towards religion took a different perception due to the arguments raised by the philosophers that left me thinking more about what they were insinuating. Due to this education, there was a gap created between the religious belief that I was taught while young and the philosophical belief of the non-existence of God. The implication caused by education that made it to be termed as brutal was because it caused a major disconnect between him and the family, he found himself in a situation that made him despise the parents because they were not able to speak in English and they also did not know what he was pursuing back in school, from his view this had led to a rift amongst them Murray, (2020).




 4: "How an Angry National Mood is Reflected in Pop Culture" In "How An Angry National Mood is Reflected in Pop Culture" (page 531) Jeffrey Fleishman sees a connection between the current anger and division in the American mindset and popular culture. What differences does Fleishman find between the anger expressed in 1960s popular culture and that of today, and how does he explain those differences? How can Americans be both "bright-sided" as Ehrenreich says in her essay, and bursting with anger at the same time?
In the current pop culture, there is a lot of anger expressed as compared to the anger that was portrayed back those years. This has resulted from the past political turmoil that black Americans have been experiencing due to extrajudicial killings, racial discrimination, and poor governance. Political turmoil has been triggered by police brutality against young African Americans. Back in those days, anger expressed in the pop culture was to bring about solving issues that had been caused by extremists and finding solutions to the problems but in the current pop art, it has been channeled to a specific audience and has largely been expressed through the social media platform. Ehrenreich views the Americans as bright-sided who have positive thinking and optimism that has landed the country to troubles due to ignoring impending dangers as a result of their optimism that no disaster would take place. The security agents have played part in bursting the Americans into anger due to security alerts that have been evident before the disaster but they did not take precautions to keep the people safe. This was caused by the American culture of having things moving as they expect in their favor Bay, M. (2018)



. 5: "Why the Upper Middle Class Might be the Real Target of Today's Anger" McMansion Jim Tankersley continues looking at anger in American culture in his essay "Why the Upper Middle Class Might Be the Real Target of Today's Anger" (page 536). Why, according to economist Stephen Rose, are poor and middle-class Americans angry at the upper-middle-class but not the upper class? Tankersley relies on economic data to propose his answer to the question posed in his title. How do the statistics he presents affect your response to this selection?
Rose the economist describes the upper-middle class as those who were elevated from the middle class, this was as a result of an increase in the income levels that enabled them to secure good living conditions and better cars started looking down on the people who they left in the class below them. Due to this the poor and middle class developed anger and hatred toward the upper-middle class due to their conduct of despising them. The poor and the middle-class population declined as the rich population that incorporated the upper-middle-class continued to grow big. The growth of the middle class was indicated by the rise in economic output and the emergence of elevated returns from education. The middle class was faced with challenges of job employment in Tankersley's research he questions where the jobs are currently and which the new jobs are created this indicated that the middle class was faced with economic challenges due to their position in the economic chart of the country. He also argues during the growth of the American economy the country did not take measures to incorporate all the classes in the transformation process due to this the middle income was trailed behind. The rich and the upper-middle class were able to cope up with changes in the economic status of the country Kossek, & Lautsch, (2018).
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