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Top of Form
The selective pressures operating in the late Miocene, Pliocene, and Pleistocene that favored an adaptive radiation of monkeys and contributed to decreased diversity among apes are the climates and environments of these time periods.  Many think that this increase in monkeys and decrease in apes was caused by competition between one another, however this is not the case.  The reason monkeys favored an adaptive radiation over apes is because they were better able to adapt to their environment.
The three hypotheses of primate origins are arboreal, visual predation, and angiosperm radiation.  Arboreal hypothesis is all about primates living in trees.  It talks about the necessity of hands and feet for moving from tree to tree and also talks about increased vision for depth perception.  Visual predation hypothesis says that the traits of primates comes from the need to prey on insects.  Lastly, the angiosperm radiation hypothesis talks about primate traits coming from the need to eat fruits and flowers.
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