In your response to classmates posts below, consider whether there are differences in their approaches to the case study and offer suggestions for how they might improve their communication to Amanda or Greg. (do this for each posting below)


Post # 1

[bookmark: _GoBack]My conversation with Greg would go as such:

Hey Greg, I really want to talk to you about something. Our living arrangements have been working out better than I anticipated however something happened today that bothered me. Out of respect for you, I have not brought any animal products in the house and I have actually embraced this living arrangement. When I came home today, I noticed Amanda in living room with pork fried rice and it bothered me simply because I have made adjustments out of respect for you. It's not my intention to get into your personal matters but rather to have an open and honest conversation. I feel a bit slighted since I've been eating cheese burgers on campus instead of at home out of respect for you. What do you think?
My approach to this conversation demonstrates my use of accommodation and convergence. I exercised accommodation by starting off with a caring and serious tone. I emphasized how much respect I have for Greg which was accommodating since they are room mates and must see each other everyday. In my response my focus was to base my communication off of the relationship between Greg and I. By being mindful of Greg and his boundaries , it allowed me to develop a message that is easier to receive and overall more of a positive experience. If I were Greg, I would react with gratitude since the delivery was graceful and genuine. 


Post # 2
I think I would have to tell Amanda not to eat that in the apartment. Even though I would already be getting in the way of a relationship, if I ended up telling Greg about the situation, it might make the situation a little worse and I wouldn't want to be involved in it. We all made a decision here, she decided to go out with Greg, like I decided to share an apartment. It tells us on page 154 to think about what would happen if it was a dorm, I wouldn't know what I would be walking into, but since we talked about sharing an apartment before doing it, I knew what I was getting into. It wasn't a quick talk, a move in, and then a "oh yeah, I'm this and that, would you maybe want to try it and just not have these products here?" 

I would tell Amanda that she has to respect his views and that it isn't her apartment. If it was her apartment, I wouldn't have a say because she can do what she wants. She can claim that the food restrictions here are crazy, but it shouldn't matter if she doesn't live here. I would have to tell her that she has to go somewhere else to eat it because and that I occasionally grab a cheeseburger on campus. 
Page 152 talks about openness to other cultures. "Taking the time to learn culture-specific information can be a useful starting point" (O'hair et al 152). Though this may not be the best time to talk about this, maybe at another time I could try and teach her about his lifestyle and why she should at least try it. 
As I wouldn't tell Greg about this situation, unless it escalates of course, I would maybe advise him that he should teach her and open her up to his way of life just in case something were to happen in the future. 
If Amanda was well aware of his views also, it kind of makes me wonder why she would disregard them in his own home. 
I would just talk to Amanda and tell her that she can't keep doing this in the apartment and how she needs to learn how to open up to different cultures since this can hurt her relationship down the road. I would then tell Greg how he should start teaching her about this lifestyle and how she should maybe attempt it, even if it was just for a week. I've seen things in real life where there's a married couple, one is vegan and one isn't. The husband said if his wife ate one little piece of meat, he would go vegan for a week, and they both did, and it was real life, it wasn't staged or fake.
The last thing I would want to do is get in the middle of a relationship, I probably couldn't tell Greg what happened or else it won't end well. If I don't tell him and he found out, it still might not go well, but it's better to play it safe and negotiate with both. 

