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Introduction
	Families and communities are continually being affected by the impacts of poverty. This is because, despite the involvement of poverty in the lives of many families and communities, several strategies are continually being created to address and minimize the effects of poverty. However, following the report produced by the national government of Slovakia, the significant rate of poverty is increasing, especially among the persons living in families and communities with low work rates. Furthermore, due to a lack of stable jobs, families are at a higher risk of falling into poverty due to the inability to cater to their basic needs. 
	Following Slovak republic statistical report, those families comprised of two adults and three or more dependent children are at more risk of getting into poverty since the parents cannot support the big family. However, running life of poverty has several negative influences on the households and families' communities. For instance, children raised and come from families and communities affected by poverty are more disadvantaged than children raised in economically established households or neighborhoods (Jensen et al., 2017). 
	Additionally, families and communities affected by poverty have a higher risk of having malnourished children with a higher risk of infant mortality due to the inability to access nutritional foods products and healthcare services. However, raising children in an economically challenged community can have adverse effects on the behavioral aspects of the children. For instance, such children are mostly diagnosed with behavioral disorders such as depression, anxiety, and even suicide. 
	Due to the tightness of the budget among the families living in poverty, the households limit the development of their children. Such parents are faced with the challenge of either investing their children's growth or proving food on the table every day. Therefore, the families neglect significant aspects of children's growth, such as education and healthcare services. 
Statement of the problem
	Living in poverty is the leading reason for the failure of many families. This is because, despite poverty having adverse impacts on the lives of the families’ members, deprivation leads to the interference of the family functionality. Family functionality involves the multi-dimensional concept to illustrate activities and interactions within the family. However, the efficiency or inefficiency of the family and community interactions and events defines the family or community's ability to fulfill their core objectives. Such objectives include offering emotional and material support and well-being to their members and supporting their development and prosperity plan, especially for the children. 
	Family functionality involves various aspects to foster its success, such as the power structure, intellectual commitment, emotional characteristics, social connectedness, and intra-familial relations (Brook et al., 2021).  However, following the dynamic and unpredictable aspects of most families and communities in the current days, there is no agreement on the rudimentary dimensions of family and community functionality. This is because the requirement of scope and primary family and community functionality areas differs based on the family or community under study and the model involved. For instance, six models determine the functionality of a family, problem-solving, social support, communication, family cohesion, and the occurrence of risk factors.  
Purpose of the study
	The study's primary purpose is to examine the effects of poverty on family and community systems' functionality. The study based its research on functionality following the McMaster model in the evaluation of its success. To understand the impacts of poverty on the lives of families and communities affected, it’s essential to look into the functionality aspect. For instance, according to the McMaster model, all parts of a family should be interrelated for a family to be fully functional. However, family functionality is usually involved in families affected by poverty as less interaction and activities (Hodgkison et al., 2017). 
	The study involved 300 participants who were divided into three groups. The first group consisted of people living an economically established life, the second group consisted of middle-class people, while the third group consisted of people living in poverty. To evaluate the effects of poverty on family and community functionality, the study used well-structured questionnaires based on the McMaster model (Friedrichs, 2019). 
Research question
	The study used the qualitative method of research to evaluate the effects of poverty on families and communities' functionality. The study's primary objective was to assess the extent to which poverty can impact the lives of families and communities. Thus, the critical question for the research involves determining how poverty distorts and affects families and communities' functionality, especially the development of children. 
	The study hypothesis was: there is a significant amount of impact of poverty on families and communities. For instance, families living in poverty are primarily disadvantaged in many aspects of their lives, leading to their development failure. The null hypothesis for the study was that poverty does not substantially impact the lives of the people living it. 
Theoretical framework	
	The study involved two theories that support the argument of how poverty impacts families and communities. The first one is the behavioral theory which states that most people are usually affected by poverty because they continually engage in pool-related activities such as large families, single-motherhood, and unemployment. Thus, to the behavioral aspects of these people, the impacts of poverty would be adverse, and it would not be easy to save them from such a lifestyle (Brook et al., 2021).
	The second theory involved in the study was the structural theory that states that some demographic and economic contexts of a specific area cause the people to be subjected to poor lifestyles. Following the community set on the limited resources system, the families get affected more since there are limited opportunities to pull themselves to a better life. 
Conclusion	
	The impact of poverty on families and communities they form is unquestionable. However, studies must concentrate on influencing the poverty life on the families, their functionality, and the communities. Additionally, considering the children are the ones most affected by poverty life, the government must implement various strategies to promote their development. For instance, availing free education and healthcare to ensure that their lives are not relatively disadvantaged and they have the opportunity to fight for a better life in the future.
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