POVERTY                                                                                                                                                                        4




Author’s Name
Institutional affiliation
Date


Introduction
Poverty can be defined as the condition in which a person or a family lack enough income and material possessions to be able to acquire basic needs like food, shelter, clothing and education, therefore these needs are not fulfilled. There are different kinds of poverty; absolute poverty is when one completely lacks means to provide for his or her needs. Relative poverty occurs when a person is not able to meet the minimum level of standard of living as compared to others and at the same time and place as others. For example, in a neighborhood where everyone lives in modern brick homes and someone cannot afford to pay rent and lives in a tent that is considered as relative poverty.
Poverty has been a very sensitive and severe issue for centuries and has troubled a lot of nations worldwide. It has been a big challenge on economic developments and progress. Majorly, countries stricken with poverty are mostly found in Asia and Africa and the rest of the continents like Europe and America are considered to be wealthier. However, many parts of the countries in these wealthy continents are faced with massive poverty cases, especially countries with high population resulting from high birth rates. Poverty is majorly physical which lack of money for economical needs and developments is but it can also be intellectual, emotional and also spiritual.
Causes of Poverty
Some people say that poverty is a choice made by lazy people who prefer to just sit and do nothing and expect to gain from the benefits and reap what others worked hard to provide for themselves and their families. Although this theory has some truth in it, sometimes it’s not true and poverty follows and affects all those who are misfortunate to cross paths with poverty. Poverty is caused by factors that vary from country to country and are caused by the history of the country and the governance and dynamics of the society. However, there are specific trends that are common all around the world. The most common causes of poverty will be discussed below.
Warfare is one major cause of poverty. It caused displacement of people where they lose their jobs, homes and loved ones and flee to live as refugees in other parts of the country or in other countries and there they live in poverty. When there is war in a country, her productivity reduces the lack of security discourages investors and business owners to invest in the country. It is evident in the case that the poorest countries have been on war in the 20th century at some point and have weak governance to protect them from violence.
Natural disasters like earthquakes, drought, hurricanes and floods affect the economy and the development of the countries. Underdeveloped countries are not able to effectively prepare to face these disasters and take longer to recover from them and they may also lack resources to repair damages caused by the disaster. Backward agriculture is also a factor that causes poverty in country because the agricultural sector makes a big portion of the economy. 
Centralization of power and corruption is also a major problem causing poverty. Centralization occurs when leaders do not delegate power to local levels and this leads to neglect of responsibilities and corruption and the local people are left with poverty while those the leaders and those in power benefit from it all. Discrimination and social inequality are also a major cause of poverty. In most places in the world, income from the government is distributed unequally where some people are considered less worthy than others based on matters of race, gender, religion and others and those facing discrimination often live in poverty.
Overpopulation is also a leading cause of poverty where mostly the highly populated countries are poorer. This is caused by high birth rates and therefore the resources in the country are not enough for everyone. For example, in countries with large population the education quality is likely to be poor and job opportunities with not be enough for everyone. Food also tends to be scarce and shelter is also difficult to be provided by the government to large populations.
Effects of Poverty
Poverty in a country or a society affects the health sector and there is por health. People contract diseases like malaria and cholera through contaminated water, poor shelter and absence of water and sanitation. It is also caused by poor nutrition due to lack of proper food or total lack of food. There is also lack of proper healthcare whereby due to poverty the people cannot afford medicine and hospitals and also if a country is facing poverty too, there is lack of medical services like medicine and other equipment.
There is increased crime in a poverty-stricken society. People who live below the line of poverty and therefore do no access economic opportunities live in any dangerous means necessary to provide basic needs for their families. Lack of employment fuels the criminal activities especially by the youths because they lack any means to earn any income.
Poverty can also be contributed by Lack of education in poor societies, where children cannot afford to buy books and other school necessities or they cannot access education because schools are too far away for them to travel. Schools may be available but lack enough resources to provide proper education to the children. Lack of education leads to lack of jobs hence more poverty for the already poor people.

Government measures to Remove Poverty
Creating job opportunities for the citizens and especially the youths would help in removal of poverty in almost all countries in the world. The over-populated countries like India has also put up measures to control population by reducing the birth rates. Improvement of agriculture by the government by modernizing and reducing the cost of inputs can lead to a great improvement in the economy and also in the livelihood of the farmers. Government can also construct dams and canals in countries where there is insufficient water supply to provide easy availability of water to everyone.
 Promoting industrialization in cities to create more jobs and manufacture more goods for the country’s consumption and also exports. Provision of free and compulsory education to every child in the country in public schools can help everyone acquire education and reduce poverty. People in the society who are well of can also help reduce poverty by donating and helping the poor and employing them too.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Poverty is a social evil and it’s the responsibility of everyone to control it. Having learnt and discussed the causes of poverty and the effects it has on our society, it is clear that it is a disaster and curbing those causes is the only way to completely eradicate poverty.
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