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Observing the orangutans of San Diego Zoo
Orangutans are one of the fascinating primate species on earth. These animals have been nicknamed “the forest man” due to their striking resemblance to man, both socially and culturally. Watching orangutans is one of the most eye-opening experiences I have ever had. As I spend a little over fifteen minutes watching a live broadcast of these primates via zoo.sandiego.org, I couldn’t help see how much ancestral connection man has with these primates.
I chose the Ape live cam, from 1 PM to 1.30 PM. At this particular time, I was fortunate to watch a mother and baby orangutan interact as they went around their day. The two primates shared a natural bond, and their actions were well coordinated. The older animal spent close to three minutes grooming her child. The mother cleaned her baby thoroughly, stroking its fur, touching its face, ears and mouth. After the grooming session, the baby gracefully climbed onto its mothers back and held firmly. The mother then began a delicate climb on the ropes present in their cages, managing to expertly maintain her balance and that of the baby on her back. At some point, the mother switched her baby’s position to her side as she manoeuvred the ropes and poles in their cage.
After several minutes at the ropes, the mother picked what appeared to be a piece of clothing, went to one of the makeshift rope beds and settled in comfortably, her baby still holding on to her. When they were comfortable enough, the primates began playing around, with the younger one making cheery sounds. All along, the mother made an interesting sound that sounded like kisses. The older primate was very protective of her baby and was very aware of their surroundings. As I watched these two primates, I couldn’t help reflect on the interaction and relationship between a human mother and her baby and how much the human species share with these primates.


