Hi Lanina-
Thank you for sharing:-) Because qualitative research is more subjective in nature, one important thing to be aware of when conducting qualitative research is that our own beliefs or preconceived judgments do not affect the way we conduct, handle, record, or interpret the data. Some ways to avoid this would be to have a superior or peer review all of the recordings. Another way to increase the trustworthiness of a study would be to utilize different methods with different participants in different settings. Finally, gathering background data to establish the context of the study and provide detailed descriptions of the phenomenon in question as you mentioned with regard to thick descriptions, will allow one to make comparisons.
Another thing to keep in mind is that qualitative analysis is generally more difficult that quantitative analysis due to having to conduct content analysis, thematic analysis, etc. With respect to quantitative analysis, this is easier to conduct in SPSS, yet may be more difficult to interpret. Either way, both methods have their advantages and disadvantages and are selected based upon the gap in knowledge and the problem that needs further investigating.
Please let me know if you have any questions:-)
Take care,
Dr. Malec

