This unit’s assignment is to write comments to the proposed regulation.  Comments should be in the form of a letter as if it were to be submitted to the USDA.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]1. USDA Generic Approval: In 2020, USDA proposed rulemaking to update the generic approval process. This rulemaking is currently active, and a final rule has not yet been released. The proposed rule is available here: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/09/14/2020-17340/prior-label-approval-system-expansion-of-generic-label-approval 
 
Please review this unit’s Lecture Presentation regarding how to write comments and write a comment on either of the above documents.


From: xxx xxx
To: Docket Clerk, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food Safety and Inspection Service, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Mailstop 3758, Room 6065, Washington, DC 20250-3700.
Docket No: FSIS-2019-0019
Date: 30 July, 2021, 16:30
Subject: Comments regarding proposed rule: Expansion of Generic Label Approval.

Introduction:
The following is a list of issues that form the basis of my comments and recommendations;
i) Proper definition of and responsibilities towards the Export Library maintenance to iron out the inconsistencies in the labeling procedures. 
ii) Recommendation to require submission and evaluation of supporting documentation in favor of organic ingredients. 
iii) FSIS to extent guidance, evaluation and approval of generically approved labels submitted voluntarily to LPDS for review

Background and Analysis:
Firstly, having generic label approval for export bound products that only deviate from domestic requirements is a sound idea that would result in deployment of regulatory efforts to other much needed sectors. I would, however, propose that more strengthening, maintenance and updating of the Export library. Evidence has shown that the export library is a critical asset in food regulation and plays a crucial role in oversight, especially in export products (https://www.fda.gov/food/exporting-food-products-united-states/food-export-library). While 9 CFR 317.7 and 381.128 permit deviations in export bound product labelling for justifiable reasons provided in the proposed rule, the use of the export library should be fortified.  This proposal includes setting up a dedicated team for its maintenance as well increased resource allocation to ensure it is reliable and companies should not take advantage and fail to adhere to the needed label requirements. 
Additionally, I recommend that the FSIS still require supportive documentation to show that product whose ingredients identify as organic, even when they have been verified by AMS-recognized third-party certifier. A review of existing food labeling requirements on Meat, Poultry, and Egg Products especially 9 CFR 317 and 381 depict toughness to ensure full conformance (https://www.fsis.usda.gov/guidelines/2007-0001). To maintain proper standards and procedures in relation to labeling, it is essential re-confirm the validity of the organic labeling even when AMS-recognized third-party certifiers give their go ahead. Food companies thus should file adequate documentation when some of the ingredients are deemed organic. In the spirit of strict scrutiny and conformance, FSIS may unveil some issues that were overlooked by the prior certifiers. Eventually, the re-confirmation would impact well on consumer decision making which is the ultimate intention of the food regulation rules and policies. 
Finally, I recommend that the FSIS to extents the guidance, evaluation and approval of generically approved labels submitted voluntarily to LPDS for review. While there seems to be an eagerness to redeploy FSIS’ resources elsewhere, the current evaluations are critical in oversight. Indeed, there is need for empirical evidence in favor of producers no longer requiring the evaluation. Besides, in light of dynamic industry-wide factors such as pandemic-related business challenges and entry of new producers, it is viable for the FSIS to continue the evaluation and support to such producers (https://easconsultinggroup.com/food-labeling-challenges-in-a-pandemic/). Until a formal inquiry involving producers and organization of similar interest ascertains that it is worthwhile to discontinue this operation, I highly recommend that it goes on. This is also because it is important to work within a data-driven approach, and not necessarily what the market seems to inline in the short term. 

Thank you 

