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Research Proposal
1. Introduction: Cloud computing represents a transformational shift in the delivery and storage of information technology where computing resources are available when needed, and adopters only paying for the resources they consume (Mell , Grance . 2010).
Cloud computing is an important technological innovation in the area of information systems development that provides the benefits of resource pooling, broad network access and self-service applications (Son, Lee, Lee, & Chang, 2014). Cloud computing is an information service providing software, platform and infrastructure for an organization (Arpaci, Kilicer, & Bardaki, 2015).
The purpose of this study paper is to understand the major determinants of impacting Users’ Adoption of Cloud Computing in Saudi Arabia. Eventually it will focus how cloud computing is perceived by users and which factors have a tendency to inspire or discourage them to accept cloud computing.
2. Theoretical background and framework
The Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) developed by Davis was proposed in 1986 to address the question regarding why users accept or reject information technology. The model was derived from the Theory of Reasoned Action, developed by Fishbein and Ajzen (Fishbein , Ajzen . 1975).
[bookmark: bbib14][bookmark: bbib68][bookmark: bbib53][bookmark: bbib67][bookmark: bbib71][bookmark: bbib10][bookmark: bbib46]TAM was originally proposed by Davis (1989) for explaining the link between the actual use of the new technology and the behavioral intention (BI) of the individual to use the technology and is partly based on TRA. TAM posits that perceived usefulness (PU) and perceived ease of use (PEOU) are the fundamental determinants of the attitude towards the acceptance of new technology. TAM has been employed to investigate the adoption of new technologies in a range of domains including e-learning (Singh & Hardaker, 2014), internet banking (Sharma, Govindaluri, & AlBalushi, 2015), mobile learning (Tan, Ooi, Sim, & Phusavat, 2012), and social networking (Shin, 2010; Sharma et al., 2016). With regard to cloud computing, some studies can be found in the literature that employ TAM to model the technology acceptance by individual users for personal purposes. For example, Behrend et al. (2011) proposed an extension of TAM to identify factors determining successful acceptance of a cloud computing initiative in a community college. Another study on the adoption of cloud computing services by undergraduate students in a university setting was conducted by Park and Kim (2014).
Literature Review: This section throws an outlook on the previous studies in the field to discuss about the factors that have major influence upon a user’s decision to adopt cloud computing. 
Research model and hypotheses
Major Factors: This section will discuss the major determinants of impacting Users’ Adoption of Cloud Computing from the above model of cloud computing adoption. 
1. Attitude (ATT) 
Attitude towards using a new system is defined as an individual's overall affective reaction to use the system (Davis, 1989; Venkatesh et al., 2003). Students' positive feelings about mobile cloud storage services may positively affect their behavioral intentions. Therefore, the following hypothesis is formulated:
H1: Attitude would positively affect user’s intentions to use cloud computing services.
2. Perceived usefulness (PU)
[bookmark: bb0110]TAM posits that Perceived usefulness can be deﬁned as the degree to which a user believes that using mobile cloud storage services enhances his or her performance (Davis, 1989). Numerous studies (e.g., Joo and Sang, 2013; Park and Chen, 2007; Lee and Chung, 2009; Ha et al., 2007; Park and Kim, 2013) have replicated this TAM framework and demonstrated that perceived usefulness have positive effects on user attitude and behavioral intention. Therefore, the following hypotheses are proposed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]H2: Perceived usefulness would positively affect user’s attitudes toward using cloud computing services.
3. Perceived ease of use
[bookmark: bbib11]Perceived ease of use can be defined as the degree to which a student believes that using mobile cloud storage services is an effort-free behavior (Davis, 1989). 
Therefore, the following hypotheses are proposed.
H3: 3.	Perceived ease of use would positively affect user’s attitudes toward using cloud computing services.
4. Trust
Trust can be defined as User's confidence in the reliability and trustworthiness of the services offered by cloud service providers. Trust in a cloud environment depends on the privacy and security properties of the selected deployment model.
Therefore, the following hypotheses are proposed.
H4: Trust would positively affect User’s attitudes toward using mobile cloud storage services.
5. Perceived security
Perceived security refers to the degree to which students' belief that mobile cloud storage services are secure platforms for storing and sharing personal data. Service providers should ensure that their main security goals are confidentiality, integrity, and availability.
Therefore, the following hypotheses are proposed.
H5: Perceived security would positively affect user’s trust in cloud computing services.
6. Perceived privacy
Perceived privacy refers to the degree to which students believe that mobile cloud storage services are safe and protects their sensitive data. When a student uses these services, there is a risk of recording or monitoring his/her personal data. 
[bookmark: _Hlk498779703]Therefore, the following hypotheses are proposed.
H6: Perceived privacy would positively affect user’s trust in mobile cloud storage services.
7. Subjective norm
Social influence refers to salient social referents that lead individuals to behave or not to behave in a particular way (Fishbein & Ajzen, 1975: 302). Referents are people who are important to individuals, such as superiors (parents and teachers) or peers (friends and classmates). Individuals will be motivated to comply with referents even if they themselves do not favor the behavior in question (Taylor & Todd, 1995; Rogers, 1995; Venkatesh & Davis, 2000a, 2000b). However, the effects of subjective norms on intentions remain inconclusive: some evidence suggests the importance of the roles of subjective norms on technology usage (Taylor & Todd, 1995; Venkatesh & Bala, 2008; Venkatesh & Davis, 2000a). Some research findings suggest that subjective norms negatively influence technology adoption intention (Loraas & Wolfe, 2006), while other researchers find that the impacts are not significant (Venkatesh & Davis, 2000b; Venkatesh et al., 2003). It is possible that people subscribe to cloud services because of important referents.
Therefore, the following hypotheses are proposed.
H7: Subjective norm would positively affect user’s attitudes toward using mobile cloud storage services.


RESEARCH METHOD
Research Design
To empirically test the research model, a survey will be deign to collect data from individual users.

Discussion: This section will put focus on the above discussed factors and how they are influencing the adoption of cloud computing by user. It will further what improvement is required. 
Conclusion: In conclusion the future implication and suggestion for future studies will be discussed in order to understand the significance of Cloud computing by individuals.
 
References:
Alkhater, N., Wills, G., Walters, R, (2014) Factors Influencing an Organisation's Intention  to Adopt Cloud Computing in Saudi Arabia, in IEEE 6th International Conference on Cloud Computing Technology and Science, pp: 1040-1044. DOI 10.1109/CloudCom.2014.95
Arpaci, I., Kilicer, K., & Bardaki, S. (2015). Effects of security and privacy concerns on educational use of cloud services. Computers in Human Behavior, 45, 93–98
Davis F, Bagozzi R, Warshaw P. 1989. User acceptance of computer technology: a comparison of two theoretical models. Manage Sci. 35:982–1003
 Fishbein M, Ajzen I. 1975. Belief, attitude, intention and behavior: an introduction to theory and research. Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley.
Rajan, S. and Jairath, A. (2011), “Cloud Computing: The Fifth Generation of Computing,” in 2011International Conference on Communication Systems and Network Technologies, pp. 665–667.
Mell P, Grance T. 2010. The NIST definition of cloud computing. Commun ACM. 53(6):50
Son, I., Lee, D., Lee, J., & Chang, Y. (2014). Market perception on cloud computing initiatives in organizations: An extended resource-based view. Information & Management, 51, 653–669.




