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Interview 
Child 
1. Define family. 
Family to me is that where the parents and their children can live happily altogether. 
2. Do you have any adult responsibilities because of your family situation? 
Yes, I usually help my mother in shopping or other outdoor activities as she has to go alone. 
3. Why did your mom and dad get a divorce and how do you feel about it? 
They had their understanding problems. Sometimes they used to fight and got abusive.
4. How often do you see the parent whom you don't live with and when you see them, what types of activities do you do together? 
I live with my mother. I am permitted to see my father at weekends. Then we spend time by going outside, playing, shopping, cooking etc. and have fun.
5. How do you know you are depressed and who do you talk to when you are depressed about your family? 
I feel depressed especially during the celebrations time, when I miss my father and other family members. I don’t feel very excited and enjoy the whole thing. I have a very close friend in my school. Sometimes I talk to him.
6. How did you become aware that your mom and dad were separating and how do you feel about that now? 
When my mother came back to her parents’ home to live there and she used to talk about it with my maternal grandparents. I feel very saddened to think of my inability to discuss about this to them. 
7. Explain what it is like to have two homes and in some cases two families. 
I think one home and one family is better than two divided families. 
8. Do you talk to your friends about your family situation? 
Not very much. Some of them are aware of it. But I speak to my best friend. 
9. Do you ever blame your mom, dad or yourself for the divorce? 
I am not well aware of their perspectives, but I feel they should have tried to make it good.
10. If things could be different, what would your life and family be like today? 
I would feel like a happy child with one happy family. I could enjoy family gatherings, parties like my other friends.
11. Does your mom or dad ever place you in the middle of their disagreements
 They discussed their disagreements privately; not before me.
Dad 
1. What would you do differently if you had a second chance? 
I should have tried to think from my wife’s perspective too and given a little more time.
2. Do you blame yourself for the divorce? 
Yes, I feel guilty. 
3. How often do you see your child? 
I see my child at weekends. 
4. How do you spend time with your child?
I try to give my child the fatherly love. We spend the time doing various things like shopping, visiting places, eating outside etc. I try to make my child happy for the day.
5. What do you miss the most when your child is not with you? 
I miss him all together. The love, care he shows to me, and his talks, his presence everything. 
6. How do you feel about child support? 
A child should be supported by both of his parents emotionally. Although I support him financially, I am not able to give him full emotional support whenever he needs it. 
7. How do you stay in contact with your child? 
I talk with him by phone and meet with him at weekends.
8. How are you involved in your child's life? 
I am not very much involved. But when we meet I try to know about his study, health, friends, school and other things. I try to make him feel like he can ask me whenever he is any problems. 
9. What do you do about child care? 
I try to help my child financially and other ways as much as I can.
10. What is your daily routine? 
I spend the day time in my office and for the night I have kept a servant, who takes care of the domestic stuffs.
11. What role do you play in your child's education? 
I pay his school fees. I do not help him teaching school materials. 
12. What support systems do you have? 
Most of the time I get involved in my office works to keep me busy.
13. What have you learned about being a single parent and how has divorce affected your child? 
It is indeed very difficult. My child does not get my full love and care. 
14. How do you discipline your child? 
I don’t rebuke him but try to make him understand his duties to his mother and loyalty.
15. How did you determine the custody of your child and how do you feel about parental rights? 
As I have to spend much time in office, I felt it right to give his custody to his mother, who is in a home-based job. I think both parents should have equal rights over their children.
Interview – Mom 
1. What would you do differently if you had a second chance? 
I should have shown more patience and tried to sort out the things.
2. Do you blame yourself for the divorce? 
Both of us were guilty.
3. How often do you see your child? 
My child lives with me. Only at weekends, he goes to his father. 
4. How do you spend time with your child? 
I get enough time to spend with him. We go to movies, shopping, and relative’s houses to spend time occasionally.
5. What do you miss the most when your child is not with you? 
I miss his presence near me, when he stays outside. 
6. How do you feel about child support? 
I feel a child should be supported by both of his parents physically, emotionally, financially.
7. How do you stay in contact with your child? 
When he does not remain with me, I contact him by phone. 
8. How are you involved in your child's life? 
I try to take care of almost everything- education, school, friends, enjoyment etc. 
9. What do you do about child care? 
I try to make him happy and provide him activities to remain busy with so that he does not feel lonely. 
10. What is your daily routine? 
I spend six-seven hours in my home-based job and do other domestic chores. 
11. What role do you play in your child's education? 
I try to know about his study, teach him whenever he needs it as he has his private tuitions.
12. What support systems do you have? 
I have my job. My parents and my ex-husband support me financially. 
13. What have you learned about being a single parent and how has divorce affected your child? 
It is difficult, but makes you strong to face the challenges. I think he misses his father especially during the family celebrations and becomes upset.
14. How do you discipline your child? 
I teach him to be honest always. 
15. How did you determine the custody of your child and how do you feel about parental rights?​
I decided to take his custody as his father does not have much time to look after. I feel the parent, who has been given the custody should have the maximum rights over the child. 
