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In Anne Bradsheet’s poem, “prologue”, she shows her two voices "Mistress Bradsheet" and Anne Bradsheet in different ways. The harmony is achieved from the start but still, a skillful contradiction is placed. As much as her skill is forceful, the approach is mild for, during this time, proto-feminist was not a thing of consideration. She needed to smooth her way through the fight or else the poem might have found criticism rather than love.
The poem is subjectively talking against the patriarchal lifestyle. The poet's fight is about the woman getting recognition in the literature industry. This is shown by how Anne Bradstreet's is dispirited by the community continuous acts of gender disparities referring them to be best at their womanly duties. The patriarchal living gets in her mind that she does not believe in herself. She compares the woman to a young boy in the field of poetry (Ourfali, 2017). She starts as the victim compelling the audience to empathize with her, but she does this skillfully using literal devices such as irony, sarcasm where the audience change their sympathy to a well-deserved approval.
Her convictions do not come as a surprise because she is smarter than many men out there. She knows this but because she cannot win this fight single-handedly, she involves her male counterparts. Throughout the poem, she shows the desire to be recognized like the male classical poet who inspires her. As proud as she is, she still understands she cannot compete with men. She refers to her work as ore, just next to the man's, gold.
The poet shows how sick she is with men not acknowledging her efforts. In stanza 5, she expresses her dislike to those who will dislike her success claiming it is by chance or stolen. In a contest, she claims her poem would get discredit before it is read, so even with the same merits as a male counterpart, the recognition would go to the male. In the poem, she states her desperation to recognition not to be past men, but this is a fight to change the male mentality for the were viewed as wounded and weak. Her work is more of an indirect protest against patriarchy.
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