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Investigative assignment #2
Section 1
In this investigative assignment, I choose to talk to two people to try to understand how people define themselves and how society has influenced their identity. The place I choose to interview is in a café at school, and it is a Friday’s afternoon. The two people I choose to talk to are both my friends and family. First person I choose to talk to is my girlfriend and the other person is my high-school classmate.
My girlfriend, (NAME), is the first person I interview and she defines herself as a Chinese. This is because she was born in a traditional Chinese family and has lived in China until she was 15 years. Also, the first language she learnt was Chinese. On the other hand, she strongly identifies herself as Asian, this she attributes to China’s geography area which is in Asia. When I ask her to use three words to identify current identity she uses Chinese, Wealth and Student. She mentions that her family is wealthy and has been wealthy before she was even born.  The Chinese wealth family she has been born and brought up in has influenced her identity. It has not only influenced her identity but it is her identity. She identifies herself as a student because she has been a student since she was 2 years old. She has been and still is an academic student and also a student of life hence, she can comfortably use the word student to define herself. She doesn’t think that she has changed her three identity that she mention in the interview, this is because these are her identities in the real life. She also feels that she is a kid since all the people around her including her friends, teachers, and parents identify her as a kid and not an adult. Lastly, she does not think in general how people see her or identify her. The way she herself is more important. She understands that living in another country might affect how people identify her since this can be attributed to challenges which have resulted from communication barriers. She knows that people will always identify her differently. 
   	The second person I talk to is my high school classmate, (NAME). He also defines himself as Chinese because he was also born at a traditional Chinese family and the first language he learnt was Chinese. If he can only use three words to describe himself, he will use Chinese because his native nationality is China where he was born. The word is “UCSD student this can be attributed by the fact that he is a UCSD student and last he identifies himself as a “short person well, he is not tall. He believes that his family influenced his identity the most. The family has been the one supporting him in every way and even choosing his ethics and stature.  He thinks that some of his identity has changed over time but most has not changed at all. This is due to the fact that some things are unchangeable like ethnicity, race and stature, but when it comes to being a kid he believes that the identity will change with due course. Lastly, he thinks that people always view him differently. People will never see you as you see yourself. For example, some people see him as he see himself, as a man, as a student and even as a short person because that will always be obvious. Some people also confuse his identity, some think his is Korean or Japanese since it’s hard to differentiate Asian people. 
Section 2
   	I strongly define myself as a Chinese because I was born and partly raised in China, Hong Kong. The first language I learnt was Cantonese and then Mandarin. I have a yellow tan skin color and confidently identify myself with it. If I can only use three words to describe myself, I will use Chinese, adult and student. First, because I was born and partly raised in China so I use the word Chinese. I am 22 years old which makes me an adult and I am mature enough to make my own decisions and be independent. Lastly, because I have been a student for a long time. Since I was little I was a student in fact the things I remember mostly about my childhood are those when I was in school. I am a student of life too and life gives one lessons until they are of old age. The people who influence my identity the most are my parents this is because they are the one who I have spent most of my time with in the last 20 years. They have being there every step of the way and they always lead my pathway. I think some of my identity has changed over time while other things about my identity might never change.  Its unchangeable especially details about my ethnicity and partly culture. Some things are changeable like “kid”to “teen”to “adult", because when time pass by, we will be more mature and the people we meet will be different so it will influence the identity to change. The life experiences have also changed who I am. The things I used to do when I was a kid and a teenager are things that I cannot do now.  I feel more mature and I have different life experience and I believe this will always alter my identity. 
Lastly, I think people will not see me in the same way I see myself, because sometimes I might have lacked the proper communication to talk to others. This challenge might make them view me differently. They might not understand or get me the way I expect them to since they do not know me as much as I know myself.  For my personal experience, I have always felt like most of the time I feel ignored or biased at especially at school. I had problems communication with students especially those who were from different ethnic groups or identities.  It is always easy to get along with students who have similar challenges as mine. They can easily become friends when they feel all our problems make us normal. On the other hand, people might just think you are a normal student same as themselves and they will be willing to be your friends.
Section 3
   	After studying others thoughts about identity and comparing them with mine I had have learnt a lot from it and found many similarities with the class readings and lectures. According to week 5 Raible and Nieto’s reading “Whether we are seasoned adults or young children, our identity are always in flux. The human impulse to categorize, however, has resulted in labeling people in a way that restrict the expression of complex identities (146).” Comparing the notes with the interview and my personal perspective I think that identities will change over time no matter who we are and how old we are because identity just like a label will always change with every different stage of life.  Just like the second interviewee says, he felt like he had change from kid to teen then to adult because he felt that he was becoming more mature. On the other hand, I also agree with Raible and Nieto that nowadays identity has resulted in labeling people and I think this has become an issue making most people to have the tendency to communicate with people who they think might have similar identity as them. In the long run this causes bias and discrimination.
   	Moreover, I learned that all the interviewees had defined themselves as students including myself, because school does take a lots of influence in our life. In week 5, the lecturer had stated that, “School can feel like a constant power struggle for teens to control how they’re viewed”. I totally agree with this idea that school does take a heavy weight in our lives, it had influenced most of our identities including our career, so it reflects on how education is important in our life.
   	Lastly, from the week 5 lecture, Raible & Nieto stated that “Identity is both a personal construction and a social construction” which we learned that identity is not only decide by us it is also decided by the society. Connecting with the interview, I agree with this idea because in the interview and on my perspective we all stated that we have some unchangeable identity and those that have been decided or are viewed differently by teachers, friends, and even family. 
