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1) 
______   Medicare and Medicare are two of the largest federal healthcare programs in the U.S.  Which of the following statements about Medicare and Medicaid is true?
a) Medicare is healthcare for the poor, Medicaid is healthcare for seniors, and Medicare is jointly funded between federal and state government
b)  Medicare is healthcare for seniors, Medicaid is healthcare for the poor, and Medicaid is jointly funded between federal and state government

c)  Medicare is healthcare for the poor, Medicaid is healthcare for seniors, and Medicaid is jointly funded between federal and state government

d)  Medicare is healthcare for seniors, Medicaid is healthcare for poor, and Medicare is jointly funded between federal and state government

2)
_____
 US Energy is produced from non-renewable sources such as oil, natural gas, and coal.  Fossil fuels are problematic in part because they have been proven to contribute to the greenhouse effect and climate change.  Renewable energy sources are preferred by many environmentalist because they do not as severely contribute to global warming.  What percentage of U.S. energy is produce from renewable sources such as solar and wind power?  
a) 3 percent
b) 12 percent
c) 25 percent
d) 35 percent
3) 
_____  A universal health care system that replaces the current system which is based upon private insurance with a system based on a government-sponsored health care plan in which the entire system is controlled by the government is called a 

a) single payer system

b) play or pay system

c) managed care system

d) incremental health care plan

4) 
_____   In our class reading called “Prius or Pickup” the authors say that our hyper-partisan political culture has led to the “politicization of everything” from the cars we drive (Prius or pick-up), the coffee we drink (Starbucks v Dunkin Donuts), the pets we keep (dogs v cats), and our parenting philosophy (obedience v self-reliance).   They argued one can probably predict the ideology of a person based on these four behavioral traits.  They said a person is most likely to be liberal if they prefer these four things

a) Prius, Starbucks, Cats, and Self-Reliance

b) Prius, Dunkin Donuts, Dogs, and Self-Relaince

c) Pick-up Trucks, Dunkin Donuts, Cats, Obedience

d) Prius, Dunkin Donuts, Cats, Obedience

5)
_____  Charles Murray is a conservative scholar who has argued against federal welfare programs.  His major problem with welfare as it existed before the Welfare Reform Act was
a) the welfare check had replaced the role of the father in many poor neighborhoods

b) cashing a welfare check is embarrassing to the recipient

c) welfare doesn’t provide enough funds

d) there is no guarantee that the federal government can afford welfare in the future

6)
_____ According to Down’s “issue-attention cycle” the cycle that produces euphoric enthusiasm to quickly solve a problem is referred to as

a) the realization of costs stage

b) the alarmed discovery stage

c) the post-problem stage

d) the policy problem stage

7)
_____  US Energy is fueled by oil, natural gas, coal, nuclear power, and wind and solar power.  Approximately what percentage of US energy comes from nuclear power?
a) 2 percent
b) 8 percent
c) 15 percent
d) 25 percent
8) 
_____
_____ In some ways Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders are similar in that they both tend to frame politics as a struggle between the powerful and sometimes corrupt political establishment vs. the ordinary person.  Bernie Sanders tends to rail against billionaires who corrupt our political system by giving campaign funds to elected officials so that they enact policies that benefit the wealthy and well-connect rather than the average person.  This would suggest that Bernie Sanders can be described as a 

a) right wing populist

b) left wing populist

c) right wing egalitarian

d) left wing extremist

9) ____  
A policy that involves deliberate efforts by the government to shift the allocation of wealth, income, property, or rights among broad classes of groups such as the rich and the poor is referred to as a

a) regulatory policy

b) redistributive policy

c) distributive policy

d) symbolic policy

10)
_____  Economists have suggested several inducement systems for achieving environmental protection.  One method calls for the auctioning of pollution rights, as advocated in the Clean Air Act of 1990.  This system establishes a tolerable pollution threshold and divides pollutants into units.  Corporations and Environmental groups are then invited to buy and sell rights to pollute.  This system is referred to as a/an
a) charge system
b) emissions tax
c)   bubble policy


d)  cap and trade system
11) 
_____ The Welfare Reform Act of 1996 was one of the most important pieces of domestic policy enacted over the last 70 years. What was the most important provision of this act?

a) transferring welfare responsibilities from the federal government to the state government

b) removing children from the homes of families unable to support them

c) implementing the $10,000 solution, where each welfare recipient receives $10,000 to improve their situation

d) providing federal jobs to the long term unemployed

12)
_____ Madison’s Federalist Paper # 10 is widely regarded as America’s greatest contribution to political theory.  Madison’s primary concern focused on how a system of government can allow for majority rule while remaining sensitive to minority rights.  What did Madison recommend to “control the effects” of majority factions?

a) a Federalist System and a Representative democracy

b) a Confederacy and Direct Democracy

c) a strong Executive and frequent elections

d) a Confederacy and a strong Judiciary

13)
_____ Energy Policy throughout history has been linked to US Foreign Policy in the Middle East since many Middle Eastern countries produce oil.  The US economy was severely damaged during the Carter administration when Saudi Arabia placed an oil embargo on the U.S. in protest of US foreign policy. Saudi Arabia and OPEC placed an oil embargo on the U.S. in protest of 
a)  U.S. support of Israel during the Yom Kippur War
b) US support of the Israeli settlements in the West bank
c) US moving its Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem
d) US support of Israel during the Camp David Accords
14) _____  The Affordable Care Act of 2010 (aka Obamacare) had a controversial provision litigated by the US Supreme Court in 2012. Which provision of the Affordable Care Act faced the most severe constitutional challenge?

a) the provision requiring insurance companies to allow college age students to remain on their parents plan until they are 26 years old

b) the provision barring insurances companies from denying coverage because of a preexisting condition

c) the provision requiring larger companies to provide health insurance to full time employees

d) the individual mandate requiring the uninsured to purchase health care

15)
_____ According to Kingdon’s model, the stream that includes such items as election results, assassination attempts, changes in presidential administrations, swings in the public mood is referred to as

a) the problem stream

b) the policy stream

c) the political stream

d) the distributive stream

16) 
_____  Last week a network of streams, lakes, and marshes in Orange county Florida sued a building developer to stop a housing development from destroying them.  This represents a recent legal trend where some counties are extending legal rights to non-human life forms found in nature.  This legal trend was depicted in the class reading entitled 
a) Should Lakes Have Standing?
b) Should Gorillas Have Standing?

c) Should Mountains Have Standing?
d) Should Trees Have Standing?
17)
_____ The U.S. has experienced an improved economy and job growth in part because of increased production of natural gas. Some states like North Dakota have pursued an aggressive drilling strategy, while other states like NY have passed laws that discourage drilling. Which is the leading argument against further development of natural gas?

a) The US has a very limited supply of natural gas

b) it negatively impacts climate change to the same degree as oil and coal

c) hydro-fracking has a negative impact on water quality

d) The U.S. does not use a lot of natural gas

18)
_____  _____ ________invented the concept of ___________, used to critique the iron triangle model of policy formulation. His concept argues each policy has a distinct alliance of policy entrepreneurs that could include interest groups, think tanks, political, and business interests that influence how policy changes are made…. And these actors vary depending upon the policy….so the influential actors in healthcare will be very different from the influential actors in environmental policy….each policy has its own political culture of actors that influence it.  

a) John Kingdon ….agenda setting

b) Hugh Heclo…….issue networks

c) David Mayhew…..divided government

d) David Wildavsky….implementation

19)
_____  Anthony Downs’ agenda setting model argues that major policy is most likely enacted after  a “period of alarmed discovery” where the public comes to learn about a particular problem after something dramatic happens.  For example, the Reagan assassination attempt caused the public to clamor for gun control legislation.  Which dramatic event caused a period of alarmed discovery about water pollution that inspired the enactment of the Clean Water Act of 1972?
a) New Jersey’s beaches became littered with washed up medical waste
b) the closure of California’s beaches because of water pollution
c) Cleveland’s Cuyahoga River caught fire
d) EPA’s finding that water pollution is linked with autism
20)
_____ Which is not typically referred to as a reason for medical costs increasing so rapidly

a) Americans have gotten significantly heavier over the last few decades
b) Government involvement in health care 
c) Skyrocketing cost associated with end of life care
d) High administrative costs associated with our complicated health care system
21)     ____   Some refer to the _____ as the Environmental Decade because the Endangered Species Act, the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, and the Environmental Protection Agency all came about during _______ Presidency. 
a) 1930s; FDR’s
b) 1960s; LBJ’s
c) 1970s; Nixon’s
d) 1990s; Clinton’s
22)
______ Legislators are required to sponsor legislation, they are not required to author legislation.  Some controversial policies are simply copy and pasted from one state legislature to the next.  Some of these copy and pasted bills are controversial because they are racially tinged, such as stand your ground laws and recent anti-protest laws.  These types of copy and pasted laws are also referred to as 

a) Model Legislation

b) Race-Baiting Legislation

c) Corporate Legislation

d) Populist Legislation

23)
_____   Health Care reform centers on which two central problems

a) expanding coverage and satisfying patients

b) enlarging the number of providers and increase patient satisfaction

c) controlling costs and continuing quality of research

d) controlling costs and expanding access

24)
____ The “Silent Spring” is a famous book written in 1962 that is credited with launching the modern Environmental Movement. What is the name of the author of the Silent Spring?

a) Gloria Steinem

b) Rachel Carson

c) Alice Paul

d) Dorothy Parker

25)
____  Healthcare can also be viewed as an economic policy since it represents such a large percentage of the U.S. Gross National Product (GNP).  The GNP is the total value of all goods and services produced in the U.S.  Healthcare represents approximately what percentage of U.S. GNP?
a) approximately 8%
b) approximately 17%
c) approximately 27%
d) approximately 35%
26)
______ Carbon dioxide is the leading greenhouse gas generated by human activity contributing to climate change.  Which of the following statements about carbon dioxide emissions is true?
a) China is the largest emitter of carbon dioxide in the world
b) The United States is the largest emitter of carbon dioxide in the world.
c) Russia is the largest emitter of carbon dioxide in the world
d) India is the largest emitter of carbon dioxide in the world
27)
_____ The federal minimum wage was enacted during which American Presidency?
a) Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s
b) Harry Truman’s
c) Lyndon B. Johnson’s
d) Bill Clinton’s
28) 
______ President Biden issued almost 50 Executive Orders during his first 100 Days.  Many of these Executive Orders reversed Executive Orders issued by his predecessor former President Trump.  Which of the following did President Biden NOT do through an Executive Order?
a) US rejoined the Paris Climate Change Treaty
b) Cancelled the Keystone Oil Pipeline
c) Raised the federal minimum wage to $10.00
d) Reverse a Number of Environmental Deregulations issued by President Trump
29) 
_____  Among other things, President Clinton’s welfare reform bill 

a) prohibits anyone from receiving welfare for more than two years of their life

b) prohibits anyone from receiving welfare for more than five years of their life

c) prohibits anyone from receiving welfare for more than seven years of their life

d) prohibits anyone from receiving welfare for more than nine years of their life

30) 
_____ One of the most important trends in U.S. energy policy is over the last 20 years or so is the U.S. has gone from being one of the world’s largest importers of energy to the world’s largest producers of Oil and Natural gas.  One of the largest reserves of natural Gas was discovered in this state’s Marcellus Shale region.  Accordingly, this state is now the second largest producer of Natural gas after Texas.  
a) Pennsylvania
b) New York
c) Wyoming
d) California
ESSAY
(CHOOSE TWO OF THREE QUESTIONS)

1) One of the great myths about healthcare policy is that we have a private health care system. In fact, prior to the Affordable Care Act of 2010 (aka Obamacare), 44 percent of all health care expenditures in the US were made by government agencies. Although the role of government in health care is larger than most American citizens believe it to be, that role is still not as great as many people believe it should be. A) Discuss at least two reasons why healthcare in the U.S. has grown more expensive over the last few decades.  B) A number of American President have failed in trying to enact healthcare policy.  Cite at least one example of an American President who failed in enacting healthcare policy and why he failed  C)  Discuss how the federal gov’t became involved in healthcare during Lyndon B. Johnson’s presidency in the 1960s. Briefly explain differences between Medicare and Medicaid and problems facing both today.  D) Approximately 23 million Americans have secured healthcare through Obamacare.  Briefly explain the major provisions of Obamacare that enabled more people to gain access to healthcare.   (20 Points)
2) The largest single federal expenditure program of any type is Social Security.  Although generally thought of as providing pensions for retired workers, the program offers other protections to those who contribute to it.  Although Social Security is generally very popular with the public, several problems should be addressed.  First, briefly discuss the origins of the Social Security program and explain how the program is funded.  Second, what is meant by the term “trust fund”?  Please be sure to discuss the status of the trust fund.  Third, discuss the major problems facing social security and at least three possible policy recommendations to address them.  Lastly, discuss the pros and cons of potentially privatizing Social Security.  (20 Points) 

3)
Energy policy and Environmental policy are two sides of the same coin in that the way that we produce energy has a big impact on our environment.  The three major sources of U.S. energy consumption include: 1) U.S. homes; 2) U.S. transportation; and 3) U.S. industries.  First, approximately 75% of energy for our homes comes from the way we generate electricity.  How do states differ in the way they generate electricity?  Second, what are the two main sources of electricity generation in New Jersey?  Third, why did the Texas power grid collapse in February of 2021 and what steps can Texas take to prevent a similar occurrence in the future?  Fourth, how does energy production contribute to climate change worries?  Why is climate change happening and what can be done to stop it?  Fifth, briefly explain how a cap and trade policy can help mitigate against climate change concerns.  (20 Points) 
