PSC 2270 Special Discussion Exercise
Purpose: The purpose of this exercise is to discuss the importance of reliability and validity in the scientific process.
Discussion Question: Given the extraordinary events the world has experienced over the past two years, the key to a return to normalcy is to find a way to mitigate the impact of COVID-19.  Scientists across the world has focused on two avenues to achieve this goal.  The first has involved a search for effective therapeutics to lessen the impact of the disease so individuals can overcome the symptoms.  However, this quest has proven elusive and thus individual hospitalized with severe symptoms continue to die at alarming rates.  The second avenue has been the development of vaccines that provide a level of protection around 90 percent so that if a vaccinated individuals develops symptoms of COVID-19, they are able to effectively fight off the virus and if hospitalized, most are able to recover.  Under the Trump Administration, a program label “Operation War-Speed” has delivered three vaccines.  These were initially given emergency approval for distribution among individuals 18 and older.  On August 23, 2021, the FDA gave the Pfizer vaccine full approval based on empirical studies indicating is safe for broad use.
As empirical evidence has indicated, the initial success of the U.S. vaccine program dramatically decreased both the number cases and deaths from the initial variant of COVID-19 begin in March of 2021.  However, the emergence of the Delta Variant has again led to a new COVID-19 surge among the U.S. population, primarily among vaccinated individuals, leading politicians, and political pundits to label the most recent surge as a “pandemic among the unvaccinated.”  While empirical evidence has indicated in the short run the three vaccines have achieved the goal of limiting severe infection and deaths among vaccinated individuals, a sizable core of individuals have refused to get vaccinated for a number of reasons, thus potentially imperiling the reopening of U.S. society.  Because of the importance of this topic as indicated by a prior lively class discussion, the discussion exercise for Week 4 is to formalize this discussion with empirical evidence indicating either the vaccine program has efficacy and does not.
Towards this end, each student is required to find a peer reviewed article that is a study of the various vaccines and to be able to report back to the class the findings of this article.  The purpose of this exercise is to build on the concepts of validity and reliability associated with the scientific process
Listed below are examples of medical journals and U.S. government reports that have published on the efficacy of COVID vaccines. Please browse these journals for a possible article.  You can also use other sources as long as the source is peer-reviewed or a U.S. government report.
· New England Journal of Medicine: https://www.nejm.org/covid-vaccine (Links to an external site.)
· The Journal of the American Medical Association: https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/pages/coronavirus-alert (Links to an external site.)
· The Lancet: https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanmic/article/PIIS2666-5247(21)00069-0/fulltext (Links to an external site.)
· Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/01410768211013437 (Links to an external site.)
· S. Center for Disease Control: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/fully-vaccinated-people.html (Links to an external site.)
· Yale Medicine: https://www.yalemedicine.org/news/covid-19-vaccine-comparison (Links to an external site.)
You are to summarize the key points of your article in a 250-word statement and submit this statement 
Finally tell me what you think about it and the most interesting key points and why
