The PSI( pre-sentence investigation) is a very useful tool for determining the eligibility of an inmate wanting parole. It is the biggest tool that the probation officer has and this is ultimately what decides letting an inmate out for parole or keeping them incarcerated. It is used for sentencing purposes, and decide if an offender needs therapy or other needs while out on parole. It helps them determine where they should put the parolee in the community, and how much supervision they need and when they will release them. The main focus of determinate-sentencing is about the crime and how severe it was and not as much as the criminal them self. The report itself includes the crime and how serious it was, if the parolee is a risk to committing a crime or the same one again, and his conditions at home and the workplace which could lead to him committing crimes again. This can also include a victim speech about how the criminal impacted their life and this can be a big determination for if a parolee gets to be on probation or stay in jail as the hearings can lean in favor of the victim. Accurate information is very critical for supervision later on in the process as this could allow the parolee to slip up and commit a crime if not properly watched or if they don't get the proper help they need if something was missed or wasn't looked at more thoroughly. Without proper information they might have needed a therapist or some kind of medication to help them live better and if not recorded properly the parole officer wouldn't grant it since it wasn't in the initial report and could lead to the parolee committing another crime.
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