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Citation of Literature
Mattson, S. N., Calarco, K. E., & Lang, A. R. (2006). Focused and shifting attention in children with heavy prenatal alcohol exposure. Neuropsychology, 20(3), 361.
Authors’ Claims
The authors claim that children with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) depict signs of discrepancies in several areas. Some of these areas include learning and general intelligence. Mattson, Calarco, and Lang are of the idea that one of the prime traits shown by these children is a shortage inattentiveness. In the conclusion, the writers wrap it up by saying that the attention deficiency in FASD kids, "appear to be primarily those in the focus or engage a component of attention and are more pervasive in the visual than auditory modality" (2006).
Influence of Factors on Human Development
The authors try to find out the causes or what influences attention in FASD children In so doing, they find out that factors like the complexity of the task at hand or high demand for attention, number of participants, levels of exposure to alcohol (CON or FASD), verbal IQ, sex, socioeconomic status, and age. However, as the authors report in the results section, there was no difference recorded with regard to sex, socioeconomic status, or even age. These three factors did not form a basis of pointing out the discrepancies in disengaging, shifting, and engaging- aspects of attention. Nevertheless, the levels of alcohol exposure influenced the study. Children with FASD recorded lower scores compared to CON group. The conclusion was made on Full-Scale IQ, Performance IQ, and Verbal Scale IQ. The trails required participants from referrals which was a considerable factor. This is because participants who were from families were better subjects than who were self-referred.  
Historical Significance 
The results recorded in the article seem to differ with historical studies made by Cole et al (1997) and Kodituwakku in 2001. The shifting of attention in children is a weakness that is got from alcohol. Again, the differences in the study were due to the measures used in determining the "shift" capabilities of the participants. Previous studies only employed the Wisconsin Card Sorting Test. Again, the auditory attention was found to be more affected than the visual attention, which was a contradiction to a previous study. From the study conducted in the article, I can conclude that methods of measurements used in the study of developmental psychology have a significant impact on the outcomes derived.
Research Methods and Design
The study was conducted by use of two types of groups. One had heavy prenatal exposure to alcohol (FASD) and a group that was not exposed (CON). Children aged between 9 and 14 years were used as participants. Children with higher IQ scores (over 120), lower scores (below 80), and participants with a diagnosis of hyperactivity syndrome were all excluded so as to ensure homogeneity of the study. Questionnaires were used to predetermine the conditions of FASD children that were brought by parents. Additionally, children who were unable to accomplish the tests were not included in the analysis. A computerized test of shift and focus conditions was employed in quest of assessing visual and auditory attention. The results of the study were based on Posner's model which offers a cue to shift and disengage.
Ethics
The study was conducted ethically. The participant's information was kept confidential and privacy was observed. The study is keen to take note of ethnicity backgrounds by giving a general study result and conclusions without any bias. As the ethics of any other human development study, the study fits as ethical for its confidentiality, informed consent from parents and doctors.  
Part Two
Citation of Literature
Watson, S. M., Westby, C. E., & Gable, R. A. (2007). A framework for addressing the needs of students prenatally exposed to alcohol and other drugs. Preventing School Failure: Alternative Education for Children and Youth, 52(1), 25-32.
Author’s Claims
According to the authors of the article, students who have a history of exposure to alcohol or any other substance after their birth are vulnerable to developmental problems. The problems range from mild to severe.
Influence of Factors on Human Development
The authors are keen to not the factors that influence such developmental problems in students with prenatal exposure to drugs. For a better understanding of the nature of the problem, the article suggests several factors like traumatic brain surgery, attention-deficit disorders, disorders associated with deficits in executive functions, and autism, which influence human development.
Historical Significance
The study tries to come up with the answers regarding the impact of alcohol on children just after birth. Many educators have different beliefs and there are no many articles that provide such a detailed information. In this case, educators are encouraged to change their beliefs and the way they handle children with these developmental problems. Now those who termed their students as stubborn, impulsive, and lazy were made aware of the reason behind their characteristics and interventions suggested.
Research methods and design
In the study, 34 children fit for the school age were used. These children were environmentally and prenatally exposed to alcohol or drugs. Interviews were conducted and information that was obtained kept and analyzed in matrices. This helped to determine the prime traits of the population at the same time concurring with the educator’s attitudes and beliefs during their hours of interaction with these students. 
Ethics
The study on the selected students was done ethically. The information regarding the students under study, especially the ones that were found to have been affected by alcohol, was disclosed to their educators only. The results were used to enhance the interaction between the educators and the students in quest of meeting their needs. 
Part Three
Citation of Literature
Dennis, T., Bendersky, M., Ramsay, D., & Lewis, M. (2006). Reactivity and regulation in children prenatally exposed to cocaine. Developmental psychology, 42(4), 688.
Author’s Claims
The authors claim that children who have a history of exposure to cocaine may be at high risk of developments in their early stages which involves reduced regulation and reactivity during challenging tasks. 
Influence of Factors on Human Development
The authors are aware of the influence of human development in their study. The study of effects of cocaine to prenatally exposed children is affected by behavioral changes, psychological and emotional reactivity like frustrations, individual differences in dealing with relating to reactions and regulation of behavior. Additional factors include prenatal exposure to other drugs, neonatal risks, intelligence, and environmental risks.
Historical Significance
There is a limited study on the difficulties exposed by cocaine-exposed children. Lack of enough examination of preschoolers, who are in the period of increased cognitive and social demands characterized by swift changes in regulation and reactivity, is the reason for this study. Cocaine was not given much thought in previous studies because its impact on children was not thought of either. However, according to Dennis et al. (2006), “over the past two decades, there has been growing concern that prenatal exposure to cocaine… increases risk for problems related to reactivity”, in both childhood and infancy. The study shows that "children with cocaine-exposed conditions took longer to attempt problem-solving task" given to them in the study (Dennis et al., 2006). Previous scholars thought that regulation and reactivity are strictly intertwined dimensions of emotion and behavior. 
Research methods and design
The study was comprised of 191 children and their mothers. The bulk of the children was African American (86%), which was the same as that of their mothers. Among the total participants, 65 were exposed to cocaine and the rest unexposed. The research was done on volunteers. A task of 3 minutes was given to the preschoolers to “elicit high levels of frustrations” (Dennis et al., 2006). Latency scores were coded to aid in determining the evidence of frustration, problems in approaching the task and finally the latency of attempting to solve the first task. 
Collective research aids dynamic exchange of ideas between different researchers in coming up with a conclusion and a research synthesis regarding a particular subject. In the study by Dennis and his research mates, the study was able to asses the competencies of children who had been prenatally exposed to cocaine. The conclusion was that cocaine-exposed children (especially boys), showed a greater frustration and regulation difficulty when given a challenging task. 
Ethics
[bookmark: _GoBack]The study was done with the help of participants who volunteered, and no one was coerced into participating. The information obtained from the hospital records regarding the neonatal medical risks was not disclosed to anyone other than the researchers. Interviews with the mothers were also made confidential and used for research only. 
Historically, the issues of ethics in applied developmental psychology have been known to revolve around the activities undertaken in the full spectrum of ADP. The ethical problems encompass knowledge application and generation. 


