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Content Analysis of the Article “On Punishment for Bullying — and Punishment as Bullying”
Bullying in schools was a significant problem in the past, but bullying cases have decreased over the years. Punishment has significantly been associated with bullying, where those found bullying others have dealt with severe consequences. This essay aims at analyzing the claims of this article concerning bullying and punishment. The writer argues that punishment is not an effective way to make schools safer for our children or to make the bullies change this behavior and become more responsible. The writer further claims that the zero-tolerance policy concerning bullying in most schools is the least useful way to deal with bullying, thus not capable of curbing or preventing bullying cases (Kohn n.p). Punishments can be useful in curbing bullying in schools or changing the behavior of bullies if done in a better way other than giving out harsh treatment to bullies.  
Reading an article is a must to do before analyzing its content. Several questions that one should consider while reading an article include the year of publication to ensure the article's argument is based on current or past situations, the primary claims showcased by the article, and what evidence is given to support these claims. For example, in this article, the author quotes another writer who had done previous research to support the claim that punishment is ineffective in curbing the issue. The quote argues that if a bully is punished, he is most likely “to be more aggressive and hurtful. He will undoubtedly master the art of doing his bullying in ways that are sneaky or ‘under the radar’ of even the most observant and aware adults (Kohn n.p).” Understanding all these allow one to understand the writer’s point of view and analyze the content given in the article. 
The audience for this analysis is educators and disciplinarians who have to deal with bullies and find a way to change their behavior and become more responsible. Parents are also a part of the audience to equip them with ways to help change their children's behavior if they are bullies. Before going through with the bullying proposal, we need to look at evidence from previous studies that support punishment to curb the bullying issue and those that argue that punishment cannot change the behavior of bullies and compare to see which evidence is more reliable. The questions we should be answered to assess if the writer is correct to include if the evidence that supports the writer's claims are credible and if enough research has been done to support the writer's claims.
The author based their argument in the article on various assumptions. One assumption is that the kind of punishment given to bullies is always harsh, which the case is not always. The author gives examples of punishment forms that can be given to bullies in a school setting that include detention, being expelled or suspended, isolation, and being burned from school social activities. Another assumption seen in the article is that the school educators give punishment to bullies without taking time to follow up (Kohn n.p). These assumptions imply that the writer is wrong to conclude that punishment cannot be effective in curbing bullying. 
The author of the article concludes that children causing trouble in school should not be punished. Instead, this should be seen as an opportunity for educators to find ways to educate them and solve the problem.  This conclusion does not seem relevant because if bullies are not punished appropriately, they may not understand that their actions were terrible, and such actions have consequences. The teachers should instead investigate the bullying case, get to the bottom of it, and find a proper way to punish the bully and make them understand the necessity of the punishments. Punishments can also be incorporated with other ways of influencing the bullies' behavior, such as counseling, to ensure that the problem is solved effectively, thus reducing bullying cases.
Conclusion
Bullying is still an issue of concern to date, and adults are still trying to understand the best way of solving the issue of bullying and the most effective way to influence the behavior of bullies. The writer's observations are observations from previous research that suggest punishment has not worked in changing the bullies' behavior. There is room for more detailed research to be conducted to determine if punishments are effective in solving bullying cases or not but in the meantime punishments are effective in influencing the bullies' behavior.
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