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For this investigative assignment, I have interviewed three people for their views of culture and compared between their views. The three people I chose to interview were all friends and family. All of them are Chinese, but one of them is now a permanent resident in the United States. It was very interesting to knowing their view of culture, even though we knew each other earlier, but I still got some new and interesting ideas from them. The place I chose to interview them was in a café. 
The first person I had interview with is one of my male roommates, a third year undergraduate student from China. He explains that culture does mean a lot for him, because it shows his origin, what his habitude will be and most importantly it gave him the ability to connect with others who speak the same language with him. He believes that there is a connection between someone’s culture and educational success, because in some culture parents will put a lot of pressure into their children to force them go to school and have a good grade. On the other hand, some culture does not force child to go to school because they might want to give some freedom for children to choose or they don’t even think school is wroth for the time and money. Lastly, he thinks that every school have culture because every school will have some special things they do traditionally. He gave a very interesting example recounting his experiences where he had attended a private high school in LA and the school was mostly for international students and that made the school have a special culture of “English only” and there would be a detention when people spoke other languages at school, and getting 15 detentions would result in a student getting kicked out of school.
The second person I had interview with is my girlfriend. She is now a U.S resident and this is her third year undergrads student in communication major. Her views on culture was that she thinks culture is not something she can decide. Culture had determined her language and some tradition. She believes that culture and educational success are connected to each other, just like right culture plus right personality will result to success. On the other hand if a person’s personality does not match his culture he will probably not be as successful as others. Also, she does think there is culture in school because some school have over hundred years old and of course they had developed there special culture. She thinks school culture are one of the important factor that influence students success in school, because If not, why are there huge difference between a top 10 university and a ranking at 1000 college.
The third person I interview is my high school male classmate. He is also third year undergrad student in International business major in UCSD. He’s view about culture is the difference between people in different region, and he mentioned that he is very proud to have a Chinese culture. He does think there is a connection between someone’s culture and educational success because like back to 1950, most of people in china are farmer which means they do not have great education and knowledge to develop. He think’s that there is a culture in schools, because different culture’s school have different tradition. He gave a example that in China, middle school and high school students have six days class every week, so school culture can totally influence whether or not students are successful in school because some culture are more focus on education and some does not.

Section 2:
Similarities in the Peers’ Interview Responses
While describing what culture meant all my interviewees mentioned about the way of life, traditions and origins which was similar to Jaene’s and Iris interviewees’ description. According to Jaene responses, different schools have different cultures which was also similar from what I got from my interviewees. She also agrees that teachers play a vital role in molding success of schools and in motivating students to achieve good grades. 
Mebrihit responses also show that culture is a way of life and tradition that relates to language and ethnicity just like sentiments shared by my interviewees. According to her responses there are many factors that influence success, culture being one of them. There is also a common agreement that schools performance is influenced by its culture and those that are well known for producing good grades are more likely to have successful students as opposed to low performing ones. 

Differences in the Peers’ Interview Responses
Unlike my high school classmate that I interviewed and was proud to have come from a Chinese culture, Jaene’s interviewee who was Korean, but born in US so she felt mixed about her culture. She said she didn’t feel full Korean or American either. She talked about how for herself there was no relation between the two. While most of the responses I got from my interviewees showed that they were satisfied with the norm that the culture gave them, Jaene responses says that her interviewee was more focused on finding happiness. She seemed to be optimistic on changing the norm rather than following the past trends that the culture presented. Jaene’s responses also show that the interviewee does not agree to the idea of culture influencing the success of any person.
As opposed to most of my interviewees, Mebrihit responses show that her interviewee does not see the connection between her culture and success. Unlike my high school classmate who was proud and embraced his Chinese origin as part of his culture, Iris interviewee doesn’t seem to be very proud of her Spanish origin. She says that certain people of American culture perform better and are more likely to assimilate and do well. She believes that if you adopt the American culture you are at a good chance to perform better than while embracing other cultures. She admits that her parents speak Spanish, but was never able to speak the language herself since her parents felt an accent would be detrimental on her success. She says she had to focus on English language instead.

Section 3
Lessons on Perceptions of Culture and Educational Success
According to the majority of responses of my interviewees and those of my peers I learnt that culture is the way of life that distinguishes people brought up in different origins. On the other hand, week two readings states that culture can mean different things to different people and in different contexts. It explains that people in different social ranks may have different explanation of the term culture such as attending a music festival depending on the surroundings they have. According to week 2 readings culture is well described as  “the ever-changing values, traditions, social and political relationships, and worldview created, shared, and transformed by a group of people bound together by a combination of factors that can include a common history, geographic location, language, social class, and religion.”
When it comes to the relationship of culture and education, majority of the responses agreed that culture has a great influence to the education success while they gave an example of schools that have good records in the past and are likely to continue performing well. According to the week two reading notes, culture is learned and passed from one generation to another. People learn their culture through interactions with their family and friends and is passed down to the young generations. The notes also states that culture is created socially and unlike most responses stated that it should be kept that way, week 2 notes suggests that it is constantly evolving. 
While most responses viewed culture as a way of ethnicity and language origin, it contradicts to the class material since culture is gotten from the surroundings one is exposed to. Week 2 readings also states that culture is an active operation as opposed to the view of most responders that is passive. According to the notes, new culture identities can continue to be created especially in urban areas where people from different regions meet and mingle and think of themselves as “who” they are as opposed to “what” they were before they migrated. 
Again it is likely that the dominant culture is likely to be taken as the “norm” to the minority group living in a certain area like in the case of the Spanish girl from the responders whose parents felt that her learning the Spanish would have detrimental effects and would rather learn English. As opposed to the view of some responders who felt that culture defined their ethnicity and origin, week 2 readings state that Culture Is Multifaceted. This means culture is heterogeneous and cannot be associated to a particular race or ethnicity. At some point its dynamics mix. 
According to the week 4 readings, there is narration on page 72 and 73 from a book titled California Tomorrow page 265 and 266 explaining how learning English language has changed the perception of the narrator to culture. She can no longer speak Spanish or refer to her parents as “mama and papa.” The formal language requires her to call them mother and father especially in public places. There is a similarity of events from the Spanish responder on how learning new culture has changed their lives. Living in a country dominated by people speaking English has led them to adapt the “norm”.  

