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[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout the history of America one thing has remained constant; the African Americans or rather the black Americans have always been considered to be inferior to their white counterparts. As one considers the marches and other civil rights movements’ actions in the 20th century to the current "Black lives matter" protests, the blacks always had to fight for a place in the society. Although they have significantly contributed to the Americas economy right from their slavery times and helped to preserve the nation’s dignity during the 20th century wars, the blacks have continued to be despised by their fellow white Americans. Consequently, this paper will focus on the struggle of the Black Americans for equality in the society. Referencing Steve Estes’ “I Am A Man!: Race, Man and The Civil Rights Movement,” this reaction paper cautiously examine how the blacks, through civil right movements, fought for parity society. Additionally, this paper highlights the impacts of the 20th century civil rights movements in the current American society. 
Currently, the African Americans and other minorities in America revel in the equality in the society even though it has not been fully achieved. The parity did not come by accident. African Americans had to prove themselves that they were “men” like the whites. In fact according to Estes, the black Americans were deemed invisible by their white counterparts and sometimes to blacks themselves in the first half of the 21st century. “In the first half of the twentieth century, racism forced African Americans to hide their true thoughts and identities, and it blinded whites to black humanity. For black men, such social subterfuge was all the more essential” (2).  There a sense among the minorities that they have to prove themselves before the majority. Estes writes, “There was a sense among African American men that participation and valorous service in war could uplift their race and gain them respect and recognition as men” (13). The Second World War gave the blacks and opportunity and to be seen as men and it became a foundation to fighting against racial discrimination in the American society.  “World War II military service gave many black soldiers the opportunity to prove themselves as men.”(37). Surviving he war gave the black a feeling of superiority. “Black veterans felt differently about themselves” (37). Even though all black men did not choose violently prove their manhood, they all had a common goal, to fight against racial discrimination. According to Estes (18), non-violent blacks sough other alternative to manhood.
Not only did the war gave the blacks a sense of superiority but it formed a foundation of the civil rights movements that followed. The people of color in America started protesting against racial discrimination. “With black soldiers working and dying for their country,” Estes writes, “the black press and black officials demanded an end to the hypocrisy of a segregated army” (22). On the other hand, the whites, especially those who had political interests started to give in to the demand of the blacks.  The blacks reinforced their manhood status gained during the war through civil rights movements by organizing non-violence protests and marches.  
Although the civil rights movements primarily fought against the racial inequity, other fights were embedded on it. Gender disparity were fought against also during the civil rights movements in the 20th century. Women were among the uprising participants in Watts rising (117) even though the activists at the time hitched the masculinity rhetoric, tapping into inherent assumptions about gender, sexuality and race. Furthermore, in chapter 5, Estes states, “Through black nationalism a slice of race cum gender privilege could be reclaimed by means of a sometimes brutal masculinity” (117). Additionally, the white Americans started to realize that the Africans Americans deserved more than freedom or equal opportunities. “Moynihan argued that providing equal opportunity for African Americans was not enough; the government had a responsibility to provide equal results in jobs, housing, and education” (107) Estes writes.
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