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Whorf, Lado, Wardaugh and Selinker each have sperate theories that include a similar idea that crosses over each respected theory. The idea includes to a certain extent there is a connection between L1 and L2 in regard to being able to understand language. This relates to the works of Schumann, Skutnabb-Kangas, Ladson where L2 difficulties can be traced to L1 development. Having the ability to identify where errors are being made that create a barrier for the students ultimately becomes a point of significance to resolve or mitigate. Selinker (1972) would include that L2 errors are a contributed due to errors in L1. Eckman (1981) notes also problems that may arise when understanding L2 there are expressions that are not used in L1 language that create a barrier for L2 understanding. Systematically Lado (1957) notes that difficulties that are found in L1 can help predict those that will be present in L2. 
Cultures are each unique the way that they interact and speak with one another. To be placed in a new cultural setting can disconnect with the way that they understand the new environment around them. Each culture has a different L1 language that will not follow the same sentence format and construction as their own. The first step to take note is the original language from the student’s cultural background and have sufficient cultural competence to implement a culturally responsive teaching environment (Anderson, 2020). By being able to being culturally responsive students will be able to better develop their existing language skills though cultural connections (Spathis, 2020). As a result, the more a student has developed L1 which includes cultural responsiveness can help better develop L2 (Taha, 2021). Overall having the ability to develop L2 proficiency resides on creating a competent L1 foundation. The build a proper foundation one of the items needed will be to include cultural understanding and responsiveness to provide greater L2 learning outcomes.

