* ​Because the text that we have for the novel that is provided in the course does not have page numbers, you will cite direct quotes by putting the author's last name and chapter number in the parentheses. For example, "quoted material" (Shelley Ch. 1). If you quote something from one of the first letters you will quote it, "direct quote from letter" (Shelley Letter 1). 
In a well-written 2-3 page essay, you will choose ONE prompt as a focus for your literary analysis of Frankenstein. Your essay will need to have a clear thesis, topic sentences in the body paragraphs, evidence from the novel to support and analyze, and a conclusion. You will not need to include a Works Cited page because the text is provided in the course. However, you will need to include in-text citations after quotes. Look over How to Write a Literary Analysis prior to beginning your essay.
Choose one of the following prompts:
 
1. Some works of literature serve to convey the author’s attitudes about scientific issues or moral attitudes of their times. Discuss which issues are being addressed in Frankenstein and how Shelley conveys her attitude toward these issues.
 
2. Trace the similarities between Victor and the monster. Consider their respective relationships with nature, desires for family, and any other important parallels you find. Do Victor and the monster become more similar as the novel goes on? How does their relationship with each other develop?
 
3. Victor attributes his tragic fate to his relentless search for knowledge. Do you think that this is the true cause of his suffering? In what ways does the novel present knowledge as dangerous and destructive? How does this concept figure into Shelley’s own views of society?
 
4. Analyze the theme of loneliness in the novel Frankenstein.
 
5. Analyze the historical relevance of Frankenstein by Mary Shelley focusing upon examples of the ideas concerning the reactions to the historical movements of the enlightenment, industrial revolution, and romanticism. Give examples of all three movements.
 
6. Who is more human: the monster or Frankenstein?
 
7. What does light and fire symbolize in the novel?


