

Research Project, Part 1

 Pamela Carter
University of Phoenix
SWRK/400
Denise Lindley
April 6, 2021

 













Definition of social problem
America grapples with an array of social problems that have characterized our society since its inception. Structural racism in the halls of justice has been the norm: laws, policy, and conduct of justice players coming together to send thousands of black men to prisons. Today one in every four black men are likely to end up incarcerated. According to The Bureau of Justice, in 2008, out of every 100,000 black men, 2,272 were incarcerated. By contrast, only three hundred and ninety-two white males were incarcerated, from a sample size similar to that of the black community. (Bureau of Justice Statistics). The racial inconsistency in the American penitentiary system has been a subject of discussion for a long time. Researchers have tried to understand this trend, drawn conclusions, and in most cases, left the fundamental question, “why are many black men getting incarcerated?” unanswered.
Research question
Is the American justice system encouraging mass incarceration of African-American men due to structural and institutional racism?
I tested the validity of my research question using the criteria for accessing the research question elements. The research question is statistically examinable, using incarceration data available, it is specific, focusing on only one social problem. The research question is realistic, dealing with a substantive social problem; my research question can be examined within a realistic time frame. The concerns provoked by this research question can also effectively initiate an important conversation in society. My choice for this particular research question has been influenced by the existing research and informational gap surrounding the social issue of mass incarceration of African-American men.

Literature review
As I was researching for this paper, I came across an overwhelming research database on research surrounding the social issue of racial disparity in the number of incarcerated individuals. In this section, I will annotate some of the works I found relevant to my research interest.
In their work, the authors Keith and Terry: Chronic Disparity: Strong and Pervasive Evidence of Racial inequalities set the precedence of this research paper. The author extensively discusses the concepts of structural and systematic racism and their scope. According to the authors, structural racism is the acceptance and legitimizing of a range of nuances that give benefits to the white population while disadvantaging people of color, especially African-Americans. Structural based racism is distinguished by white supremacist ideologies, inequality, and the dispensation of white people at the cost of black people. The authors also examine the historical background of structural and systematic racism. (Lawrence& Keleher. 2004)
The article: visualizing the racial disparity in mass incarceration, by Wendy Sawyer paints a clear representation of the grim statistics of the racial disparity in the American prison system. The author acknowledges the fact that systematic racism is evident in the justice system. The author has done extensive research to compile data that gives evidence of the mass incarceration of black men. In 2018, thirty-five of all black youth under 18 years were arrested, while one in every four African-American males is projected to go to prison at one point in their life.  Of the 13% of the national population comprised of men, 48% are disproportionately serving life sentences or life without parole. The author goes on to analyze mass incarceration, with a special emphasis on African-American men. The article statistically analyses the place of black men in the judicial system, tracking them from time of arrest, trial, bail setting, sentencing, incarceration, and life after serving prison sentences. (Wendy, S. 2020)
The article; The Black Family and Mass Incarceration by Bruce Western and Christopher Wildeman offers further insights into the structural racism that has led to Black mass incarceration. The authors annotate the 1965 article by Moynihan that identified the prevalent social problems among the black community and their impacts on the family unit. The social problem of mass incarceration of black men was a worrying threat to the family unit in black low-income communities. The authors examine constitutional and justice system racism and their roles in the boom of black men being imprisoned. The politicians reshaped justice systems to lock down many black men who were viewed as the root cause of the increasing crime and violence. The authors critically analyze the role played by Republicans in the creation of a system that was biased against black men. (Western & Wildeman, 2009) 
Seneca Vaught, in the article; Tupac’s law: incarceration, T.H.U.G.L.I.F.E., and the crisis of black masculinity, investigates structural racism in America through the case study of life, career, and incarceration of Tupac Shakur, an iconic Hip-hop artist of the ‘90s. The author examines the relationship Tupac had with the political discussions of the ‘90s. The article examines the challenges faced by black men, including targeted police brutality, the biased justice system, corruption, false accusations, and mass incarceration. The article also broaches the role of Tupac’s T.H.U.G.L.I.F.E language and how it helped shape the discussion on structural racism directed at black men. Throughout the article, the author examines how the judicial system’s structure exhibits bias based on race, gender, sex, and culture. (Vaught, S. 2014)
Hypothesis
Institutional and structural racism has led to the bloom in the number of African-American men in the American prison system.
Null hypothesis
Institutional and structural racism has had no role in the boom of the number of African-American men in jails
Alternative hypothesis
The boom in number of African-American men in prisons have been caused by structural, constitutional and economic racism.
 Research variables
a) Independent variables
The number of African-American men arrested in a specific time frame, reasons given for the arrest by the police officers, amounts of bail set for white and black people, comparison of sentences for similar offenses among black and white people, and comparison of cases of police brutality directed towards black and white men.
b) Dependent variables
Number of African-American and Caucasian men serving life sentences, number of black and white men who successfully appeal their sentences, and number of African-American and white Caucasian men’s suicides in prisons.
Measuring of the independent and dependent variables
Data from credible secondary sources that deal with this study’s variables will be analyzed through statistical measures, graphs, and charts. Comparisons and analyses will be used to test the validity of the research hypothesis.
Operationalization of terms.
Life imprisonment in this research refers to incarceration without chance of parole. 
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