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Scholarly Book Review
Beccaria, C. (1788). An essay on crimes and punishments. By the Marquis Beccaria of Milan. With a commentary by M. de Voltaire. James Donaldson.
Introduction
	The 18th Century was characterized by an industrial revolution that led to the availability of a vast pool of knowledge on different topics that arise in society. The century experienced growth in research opportunities that contributed to the expansion of our industries and the capacity of keeping various records about the issues that emerged during this period. The advancement in technology facilitated the emergence of the print press to preserve information. Scholars from different disciplines have, therefore, been able to get access to quality copies both digitally and manuscripts preserved around the world. Different topics have been explored in-depth to offer insight into some of the issues in society that have taken place historically. These topics include a huge pool of information detailing an account of the English Common and Empire Law throughout British history. Similarly, issues concerning liberty, kindness, and the right to humanity have been an interesting course of the argument. Regardless of England making progressive steps towards ensuring the success of the government and its laws, efforts are still required in perfecting the legislation and prison systems. 
	England has the highest number of deaths in Europe resulting from execution through the criminal justice system. The criminal justice system has been affected through the ordeals that people go through in prisons, cruelty projected to these prisoners by the wardens and excessive force used by the officers in administering justice (Bessler, 2017). The book “An essay on crimes and punishments,” documents valuable information on the severity of punishments and unfavorable court proceedings aimed at prosecuting criminals. For centuries, England has experienced errors through the ignorance and cruelty shown by individuals in powerful positions. Voices of the weak people that get punished for crimes that have not been proven and severity in delivering punishment have aroused attention not only from those in power but also those who wish to give their opinions on the brutality in the criminal justice system.

A Statement about the Author
	Marquis Cesare Beccaria was born on the 15th of March, 1738 In Milan Italy. He got his early education at the College of Jesuit in Parma. He later attended the University of Pavia and graduated with a degree in law in 1758. Beccaria got married to Teresa Blasco in 1761 after facing opposition from his parents for getting married to Blasco. The author was blessed with three children with the firstborn daughter being born in 1762. Beccaria’s first publication also took place in 1762 following complaints in the currency of the Milanese estate. Beccaria teamed up with Pietro, Alessandro Verre, and other young individuals in the Milan aristocracy to form a society known as the Academy of fists. The society focused mainly on the reforms that the criminal justice system needed which allowed them to get familiar with political philosophers from the French and British sides. The philosophers included persons such as Diderot, Hume, and Montesquieu. Beccaria received influence from Helvetius and later published the essay crimes and punishments in 1764. The article was celebrated in Europe which made Beccaria an internationally celebrated figure at the age of 26. His work was translated into other languages including an American edition that was made available in 1777.
	Beccaria has been viewed as a genius in criminology through the unique ideas that he presented in his article. His work was acknowledged for seeking justice in the criminal system by discouraging the cruelty that saw persons convicted get tortured and the use of secret proceedings to jail offenders without enough proof. Beccaria also lashed out on the activities of corruption that were rampant in the criminal justice system and tyranny. He has been viewed as a founder and advocate for the elimination of capital punishment which has continued to the present day. Beccaria had an interest in mathematics and the field of economics where he took time in 1768 as a public economy chairman and lecturer at the Palatine School in Milan. He was appointed as a public officer in the year 1771 where he acted as a member of the Supreme Economic Council of the Milanese Estate for the rest of his life. Beccaria died on November 28, 1794, but his treatise remains to be one of the greatest pieces written concerning the criminal justice system not only in Europe but also in other regions globally. 
A Statement on the Purpose of the Book
The book “An essay on crimes and punishments” is a significant treatise that enlightens on matters of legal reforms. The influence of the book advocated for the elimination of cruelty in terms of torture, unfair court hearings, and issues on the death penalty. The book presents commentaries from French thinkers such as Voltaire who created enlightenment on Beccaria’s work. The purpose of the book is focused on examining the state of capital punishment at that time and the abolition of the death penalty (Bessler, 2019). Beccaria states that “the war of a nation against a citizen. It appears absurd to me that the laws, which are the expression of the public will and which detest and punish homicide, commit murder themselves, and to dissuade citizens from assassination, commit the public assassination.” The book offers insight into the tyrannical approach that capital punishment had on the citizens suspected as criminals (Beccaria, 1788). 
The book also describes the criminal justice system at that time as being harsh and pointless by using torture in administering capital punishment. Beccaria explains that punishment should not be delivered violently to citizens. Additionally, he emphasizes that punishment of offenders should be public, quick, and minimally administered based on the circumstances of any nature. The book presents Beccaria’s views that punishment for crimes should be meant to discourage other citizens from engaging in crime and deterring others from committing any crimes. The arguments presented in the book encourage that the offenders should be punished based on the effects of their actions and not what the offenders intended to commit (Beccaria, 1788). Moreover, the book maintains that punishment should not be delivered through torture but rather in limits that will ensure other offenders are deterred from committing similar offenses. The book presents arguments that oppose the use of capital punishment in the criminal justice system and advocates that offenders that have not been found guilty should be excluded. The book resolves that human life is valuable regardless of the crime committed and even those who have committed the worst mistakes deserve a right to live and the death penalty works against this right (Bessler, 2019). Capital punishments as a result of secret verdicts may lead to the conviction of innocent individuals, therefore, failing to achieve the main goal of prosecuting the offenders. The book has since influenced the criminal justice system in Europe and U.S.A leading to positive developments in criminal law. The book offers valid knowledge concerning the treatment of offenders in the justice system which makes it a masterpiece for analyzing crime and punishment. The book should be recommended to scholars and the public as well as professionals interested in understanding the development of criminology through founders such as Beccaria.
A Statement on the Significance of the Book
	The book has had a significant influence in Europe and the United States. The book presents views on the criminal justice system and the punishment that suspected criminals may face. The author and the book experienced success in bringing reforms to Europe based on the ideas that Beccaria held concerning capital punishment on private citizens. The book has been influential in the elimination of the death penalty in areas such as the Grand Duchy of Tuscany which took part as the first state in abolishing this form of punishment (Beccaria, 1788). 
. The book has significantly impacted criminal justice even after the death of Beccaria through other authors who have continued to share and analyze his work (Loretelli, 2017). For instance, authors such as Thomas Jefferson who was the proponent of “Commonplace Book” argued on the topic of gun control by referencing the work of Beccaria. The author states that “laws that forbid the carrying of arms… disarm only those who are neither inclined nor determined to commit crimes… such laws make things worse for the assaulted and better for the assailants.” The use of such citations and references from Becarria’s work indicates the impact his ideas had on criminal justice. The work of Beccaria has had profound effects on the democracy of European countries, the U.S.A, and other regions. The book impacted the thinking of the world governments on criminal justice and led to new developments in delivering capital punishment to offenders suspected of a crime.
Body of Review
	The criminal justice system interacts with various groups among the public in efforts to create solutions to crime challenges. There exist crucial issues that need to be dealt with as countries seek justice for all their citizens. Offenders may have minimum representation in the criminal justice system. Therefore, it is evident that there is unequal treatment and a sense of unfairness in the justice system globally. England is faced with the challenge of having the highest number of individuals that have been executed in the whole of Europe. This shows that there is the unjust treatment of offenders as a result of the unbalanced representation. Attainment of justice should encompass fair treatment in both the system and the eye of the public. The book highlights issues in our societies in an in-depth manner to provide an understanding of the developments in criminal justice throughout history. Beccaria’s ideas have been valuable in abolishing death penalties in many regions around the world (Witucki, 2019). Some of the most significant achievements in law enforcement and fair treatment of human life have been influenced by the thoughts and ideas of the book. The book has been influential in the administration of justice inspiring progression in changing the criminal justice system.
	The book catches the attention of the groups that are targeted by the criminal justice. Beccaria argues that the use of capital punishment in deterring crime should be discouraged since it is tailored to torture offenders instead of deterring crime which should be the main focus of the punishment (Beccaria, 1788). The author focuses on discouraging dishonor as society progresses. The book argues that the laws are required to be straightforward to attain the goal of preventing unnecessary crime in society (Beccaria, 1788). Another perception that the author creates in the book involves the fact that, preventing crime nations must put in efforts targeting unity of nations in fighting crime. Nations around Europe and U.S where the book has had substantial impacts are encouraged to use the criminal system in fighting crime against all offenders and not classes of men who can evade the system through corruption. The book encourages that every citizen should be afraid of the law and is required to respect the outcomes without having to secretly alter the outcomes or enforce torture through capital punishment.
	The essay has been valuable in the United States where justice in the criminal system has been vigilant.Previously; the system was faced with barbaric acts when prosecuting offenders, actions that have persisted to date in some states (Beccaria, 1788). However, reference to some of the views in the book has affected how capital punishment is being delivered in these regions. Beccaria says in his book that punishment should not be an act of violence against private citizens, but, should ensure public transparency, immediate prosecution, and deterrence, as well as taking the necessary actions according to the law to ensure justice. Generally, the book has created an exciting debate worldwide on the efforts of bringing change to the criminal justice system (Malkani, 2018). Beccaria accounts for the changes that should be implemented to caution against the brutality in prisons and the criminal justice system as a whole.
Strengths and Weaknesses
	An essay on Crimes and Punishments offers an understanding of the criminal justice system. While the criminal justice system bears the authority of prosecuting offenders, sometimes it violates its provisions through unfair treatment of offenders. The book provides insight into how the criminal system is filled with horror and errors in delivering justice (Bianchi, 2020). The in-depth evidence and arguments highlight the oppression that offenders face whether they are innocent or guilty of their charges. One of the strengths of the book is that it advocated for members of the society to have knowledge and enlightenment as this ensures freedom. The book maintains that the laws should be followed and any instances of corruption alter justice for the public. Beccaria concludes by offering a reflection on the severity of punishments and argues that they should be reduced if the intended goal of justice is required to be achieved.
	The book has been essential in bringing lasting changes to our society. However, it has weaknesses in that, some of the claims presented by Beccaria, cannot be proven since they lack proof and that would offer support to his claims (Bianchi, 2020). Beccaria’s reasoning has received support from bodies such as the UN through declarations that have embraced advocacy for human rights. However, the ideas seem to be ideal and can cause difficulties in enforcing them in reality.
Conclusion
	European society has experienced tremendous changes in the criminal justice system. Offenders have been facing obstacles in trying to find justice. The system has been faced with challenges of corruption, cruelty, and torture which have been embraced not only during the court proceedings but, in prisons as well long after the prosecution. The book has been critical in creating changes in the criminal justice system by highlighting some of the challenges and recommended solutions that will change the laws for the better. The criminal justice system has been given the authority to ensure the citizens have justice. The ideas presented by the author mirrors the barbarity that has been in existence in our societies. Therefore, it is essential for the people holding powerful positions in our governments and legislative levels to act and identify the loopholes in the system and bridge the gaps to ensure fairness and justice in maintaining law and order.  
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