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Introduction
America's history cannot be complete without looking into the civil rights movements of the 1950s and 1960s. After the civil war of 1861 to 1865, slavery was abolished in the southern American states, adamant about relinquishing the practice. Even though black people were no longer enslaved, they were still oppressed by the system. Black people were not allowed to vote, own property, attend white schools or even share public amenities with the white people. Several books, magazines, and newspaper articles have been written on the subject of civil rights movements. As I was researching this paper, I found an online article, A Shaky Truce, dealing with the struggle for civil rights in Starkville, Mississippi.
Discussion
The article, A Shaky Truce, starts by giving a brief history and demographics of Starkville during the civil rights movement. During the twentieth century, Starkville was a distinguished textile and dairy production center. The town was built on the hard labor of the black people who were brought in as slaves. Since its inception, Starkville had a majority of black people living and working in the cotton plantations and dairy plants.  Until the civil war, black people in Starkville continued to be unaccounted for and were mostly viewed as lesser human beings.  
After President Abraham Lincoln has signed the emancipation order of 1863 (Holzer, H et al., 2006), the newly freed black slaves in Starkville established their churches, homes, bought land, and even started farming. Many black people also worked in the local university even though they could not attend it. Viewing the demographic maps included in the article, I found evidence that there was rampant racial segregation in Starkville as the whites segregated all black people to the town's northwestern side.
Racial segregation was so entrenched in Starkville's white population that it took sixteen years before the town implemented any changes related to the momentous Brown v board ruling of 1954 (Gutierrez, K et al., 1995).  White residents of Starkville viewed the legislation as a threat to their way of life; hence, they did little to encourage the two high schools' desegregation in the town. In 1968, a few black people led by Dr. Douglas Conner went to court to challenge laws that were craftily designed by the town's leadership to maintain school segregation.
African Americans in Starkville during the 1960s and 70s had meager employment opportunities. White business owners gave acquiescent jobs to the black people to assert the town's hierarchical tradition. Black people had to grapple with discriminatory market practices; for example, blacks were not allowed to try clothes on in stores, nor were they allowed to eat in restaurants while whites ate. All these dehumanizing practices led to black uprising and protests in 1970. In February 1970, Dr. Douglas Conner and his caucus of elite black people tried to negotiate with white business owners to give blacks fairer treatments. His pleas went unheard. Dr. Douglas tried to get the local government to intervene without success. In April of 1970, Dr. Douglas called on black people to boycott white businesses that would not hire black salespeople.  (Conner, D.L. 1985). As support for these boycotts grew, Starkville's police force moved to curtail these protests by denying protest permits and arresting protesters. These attempts failed to demoralize protesters, and by December 1970, white business owners had agreed to compromise and hire black people though in small numbers.
Conclusion
While African Americans today enjoy liberty and equal rights, it has taken much struggle and sacrifices to get here. Black civil rights activists of the past helped lay the ground for the struggle for equal rights and opportunities for African Americans. Today, civil movements such as Black Lives Matter are still involved in fighting for black people's rights, especially violation of rights by the police.
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