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Section 1
For this investigative assignment, I have interviewed three people. All the three of them are my friends and family. To be honest I have found a lot of interesting ideas from them that are different from my own perspective while also some are very similar ideas. The interviews took place in Starbucks on a Sunday morning.
The first interviewee was a male, first-year undergraduate international students from China, on his fifth year in the United State. He is from a high-income family as his father is a CEO of a certain company in China. He believes that family is the most important factor that influences someone’s success because successful parents can influence their children’s philosophy and teach them many things outside of school. Besides, they can provide their children with a better study environment, better life experience, and a better business environment. Thus, he believes that successful parents totally influence a child’s future. Additionally, he thinks that cultural background can influence whether or not people are successful in school or in life. Because culture is something that we cannot decide, we are born to be in a specific culture. Culture decides what our habitude is like; it influences our view of education because different cultures have different views on education. Moreover, he thinks that education is like tree roots which form the base of everything in society, and it’s the most realistic way to be successful. Lastly, he mentioned that success means financial independence for him.
    The second I interviewee is a male, third-year undergraduate international students from China, and this is his third year in the United State. He said that the most important factors that influence someone’s economic status are a good family and educational background. Because no matter how talented you are, if you don’t have a clear goal and know what you want you won’t be successful. Hence, a family with a good educational background can better teach and support a child’s education. Also, he thinks family does play a big role in influencing someone’s economic success. This is because; family provides you with financial and mental support. Thus, if you have rich and well-educated parents you will probably be in a better position than others. On the other hand, if your parents are low-income earners and they don’t have the right consent to explain to you why you should go to school, you probably will end up going to work instead of going to school. Also, he believes that someone’s culture will influence their economic success. However, not for everyone, but for the majority because culture decide our habits and it will affect you in business society. He believes that in as much as education plays a big role in a person’s success, other factors such as personality and talent also play a significant role. Lastly, he thinks success means rich for him.
    The third interviewee was a female, fourth-year undergraduate student and she is an ABC student. Her idea is that having a good education is the most important factor that influences someone’s economic success. Additionally, her family also plays a huge role in one’s economic success mainly because they support you when you are not old enough to be independent.
On the other hand, she believes that culture slightly affects someone’s success either in school or in life. The contribution of culture to one’s success can be attributed to the fact that culture determines many actions that one has to take and controls how those actions should be taken. Moreover, she thinks education is a vital factor that determines a person’s success because without knowledge we know nothing. Lastly, she believes that success means happiness for herself. 
Section 2:
    Never like ever before, in the contemporary world, economic success should be at reach of every individual all over the world. It would appear to many that all that which is required for a person to be successful is hard work and determination. As much as these have a significant role to play in the success I believe they come later. However, there are natural conditions that play a first far much role in one's success throughout a person’s life. These factors include education, family, and culture. The above interview aimed at evaluating how people perceive the connection between economic success and education.
    All the three interviewees believe that all the three factors; education, culture, and family, as guided by our course, have a role to play in one’s success. However, the factors have varying degrees at which they affect people’s success. All three interviewees believe that education is the single most important aspect that determines economic success. The first interviewee believes that education is the foundation for every success in society. This is very true as many articles we have studied in class demonstrate so. For instance, in Thomas Jefferson’s letter on democracy, we find him saying “Only popular education can safeguard democracy”. To him, education is everything in the society it can be used to root out all the weakness in our society including corruption and other evils that hinder economic growth of both individuals and the society as a whole. Also quoting from Thomas’s letter, “Happiness of man lies in popular education”, it is easy to understand that education can magnificently perfect every condition in the society.
    The second and third interviewees also believe in education being root to success. According to the 2nd interviewee, a well up and educated family will guide you into the success paths. Well, it true according to the functionality theory which states that education plays a significant role in passing and promoting certain dominant traditional norms relating to acceptable means for upward mobility or how one moves from one social class to a higher social class and vice versa. Thus, a well-educated family has a better understanding of these norms and is more likely to pass them to their children. Although the three believe in education none of them has demonstrated how education promotes success. 
    The family is another key aspect considered by these interviewees, they vividly demonstrate that family has the power to promote or limit a person’s success. As they have stated, the family provides support when people are young. Thus, they dictate the type of school they will attend and the level of exposure these kids will have. Thus, parents with financial stability are more likely to select the best schools for their children, better neighborhood and learning environment with relevant exposure. On the other hand, poor financial backgrounds result in poor school choices and limited exposure. As seen in (Nieto, 1992), poor social backgrounds and cultural backgrounds lead to academic failure which is more likely to limit one to success.
    As discussed by (Nieto, 1992), cultural backgrounds also have a significant role in determining a person’s success in the future. Cultures that do not support education fully hinder people from gaining the knowledge they require to be successful. As a result, they rag behind in the society and die poor. Some cultures are also limiting as they are not open to certain opportunities that could contribute to success.
In conclusion, although the ideas of all the three interviewees related to the concepts that I have learned in class, they do not clearly bring out how education affects individuals success. For instance, what does it pass that could bring success? Nonetheless, none of their ideas contradict or critics what I have learned in class.
Section 3
    In my perspective, I also have some similar idea with previous two male students that I have interviewed. Maybe this is because we come from the same cultural background and close academic environment. First, I believe that family is one of the most important success influences not only for economic success but also for my whole life. This is because it creates us and guides our behaviors, culture, and personality. Moreover, the family provides us with a good living environment by supporting us in our first twenty years. Thus, they have a good role in determining how our future will be. I also believe that culture has a significant role in deciding one's future success. This is because certain cultures support education while others do not. As I mentioned, I believe that education is a pathway to success and also the most realistic method of success because nowadays so many people want to be successful but how can we stand out from them?  Lastly, I want to say that the combination of these three interviewer’s views of success is my view of success, from my perspective I think to be rich and financially independent result in happiness when approaching those who think I am successful.
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