Running Head: IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
2
Satire








The Importance of Being Earnest
Student Name
Institution affiliations
Date


Satire in the Importance of Being Earnest
The importance of Being Earnest is a play about community unison. Oscar Wilde writes the play, and it features Jack Worthing, Cecile Cardew, and Earnest, among many other characters in the play. Wilde employs various stylistic devices in conveying his character traits and themes. Although there are many styles of writing in the play, satire stands out in the play.  Satire refers to humor, irony, ridicule, and exaggeration to expose and criticize stupidity and vices in people. In the importance of being Earnest, Wild uses satire in the form of critique, irony, and humor to describe society.
Criticism is seen when the writer uses satire to mock the trivial society of the Victorian Era. How decent is Victorian society? In the first act, Gwendolen says to Jack, “I adore You. But you haven’t proposed to me yet…” Gwendoline thinks that marriage suggestion should be right, organized, and well-mannered. Despite her imagination, Jack responds and tells her that they should get married once she continues to play reserved. In the second act, Cecily to Gwendolen, “Can I offer you some tea.” Gwendolen responds politely, “Thank you.” In this scene, Wild shows how the people in high-class communities follow frivolous communication and service delivery processes. In the third act, Lady Bracknell tells Cecily, "Kindly turn around, sweet child. (as Cecily turns around). No, the side view is what I want. Yes, quite as I expected.” Lady Bracknell is against Cecily marrying Algy, but once she sees and learns of her inheritance, she changes her mind and suddenly supports the marriage arrangements. This scene shows how Victorian society is concerned with looks and money and not personality. 
The satirical irony is used in Weld's play to mock love, marriage, and the aristocratic society. The main characters in the play strive to be modest and earnest. Jack and Algernon deceive others so that they can escape their boring lives. They hope to marry the girls they love, yet their love relationships start on pretense and plenty of lies. Ironically, Jack and Algernon use Earnest's names to suggest that they are honest and sincere, but it is just a scapegoat to leave their lies.  In the third act, Cecily and Gwendolen are eager to forgive Algernon and Jack and confront them for their pretentious motives. Gwendolen has doubts about the stories she receives from Jack, and she intends to crack them. Gwendolen's eagerness to solve Jack's misery reveals how willing she is to lie to herself about him.
Similarly, the couples have constant conflicts, and surprisingly they have symmetrical ways of solving them and reconciling. Her love for Algernon equally blinds Cecily. Algernon deceived her into having an opportunity to meet her, and "and this was the truth." It is a clear irony of the statement. The writer has used this to mock the Victorian society of behaving to know it all, yet what they only know is pretense and foolishness.
Wilde uses the play 'The importance of being earnest to focus on the high-class society and the aristocratic society's vanities. He uses the Victorian community to expose the rot in society. Many of the modesty in the society are only concerned and interested in money and class, and nothing in their lives depicts modesty. Many place emphases on trivial marital matters yet ironically begin their marital lives based on deception and lies. The foolish look upon the upper class in the society is revealed satirically by the writer in the play.
