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What do NDNU students think about the new law of having movie theaters in Saudi Arabia?
 		Saudi Arabia adopted very conservative religious measures in 1979. Movie theaters were closed down immediately as soon as the new standards were introduced. Saudi religious leaders condemned western films and other Arabic dialect films that originated from Egypt saying that it was against Islamic principles.
              However recently, Saudi government has made changes to allow its people to go to movies for the first time in about 35 years. Business people have now started acquiring cinema licenses issued by the government in a move that would see the first movie theatres start operating in March 2018. 
                  This will be one of the Prince Mohamed Bin Salman’s achievements in his mission of loosening the ultra-conservative religious culture in Saudi Arabia in order to enable the country              diversify its economy and not rely entirely on energy sector .The Saudi government says that the move would lead to economic growth through the development of the media and culture and as a result opening employment opportunities to the people.
             NDNU master's student Door Zeiaydi argues that lifting the ban on Film and movies is a big win especially for the millennials who value entertainment and art. She adds that citizens will have a chance to get more entertainment through watching films and at the same time get access to many employment opportunities availed by the development of the media and art industry. She say that she is much excited that the liberalism that she has always yearned has finally come. 
Master’s student Mohamed Alas also shares the same opinion as Door; he says that it is finally dawn in Saudi Arabia. He highlights the need for freedom and religious liberalism in Saudi, adding that he will be having more fun with friends, going out to watch movies as soon as the first movie theatres are opened when he gets back to Saudi for the winter holiday. He also praised Prince Mohamed Bin Salman for championing for religious liberalism in Saudi Arabia.
Abdulla Zarma, an undergraduate NDNU student has a different opinion. He says that Saudis have been watching films like all other people around the world thanks to the computers and the mobile phones. He adds that opening up of commercial theatres would only benefit those artists who would want to show case their art in public .He wonders how the sitting arrangement in the theatres would be organized in a kingdom where gender segregation is spread to all spheres of life.


