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Why Attend Colleges?

Every family feels the bleachers as the graduation ceremony commences. One after the other, names of students are announced as they walk majestically across the stage to receive their diplomas closing one chapter of their lives to begin another. For many, they will soon be experiencing a new world of independence and freedom they lacked in high school; college. However, what many learners fail to think about is if that truly is the best option for them. Within their essay, ‘’should everyone go to college’’ authors Isabel Sawhill and Stephanie Owen address this issue. They have the theory that going to a four-year college is not for everybody and for other individuals it may even be a disservice.
There is an entire discussion that has been done in the essay regarding attending college. There are many different perspectives from this one aspect. Many people would recommend others to go to college for several reasons, which according to the authors include "importance of college education as it is in a continuous chain". The authors argue that after completing a college education, one may move forward to pursue higher education at the university level. While many won't recommend going to college because they have a different mindset where college is merely a waste of time especially when an individual wants to associate himself with fields like business, art, or something that isn't just based on facts but multiple opinions or shared experiences. The authors have argued on both of these perspectives where they have given importance to diplomas as well as the practical experience because students are belonging to the lower social-economic class, which puts them in serious debt when receiving a college education. They are unable to return the loan that they had taken. Through this, the inequality and the social-economic gap increases which are ultimately not good for the society particularly individuals belonging to those lower economic class. The authors also add that if the student is certain that the college degree or the education will lead them to any white-collar job then they must go for it. 
In my view, Swahili and Owen are right since not everybody is meant to attend college; more specifically, I believe that individual with low incomes or those who do not have a family history of college education stand minimal chances to attend college. I often see individuals who pursue a career that does not need higher education. Sometimes individuals go to tech or a two-year program just so they can begin work sooner. Cities require people for utility work and they make a living through these careers. Contrary to the popular belief, people may still make a great living without a college degree. The only problem based on Swahili and Owen is that they will most likely be making less income compared to someone with a good college degree.
As for me, attending college was not based on the wild belief that without a college degree I will not make a great living. On the contrary, I support the arguments of the authors in favor of alternative options over a college or university degree because of the numerous opportunities they provide. As Sawhill and Owen include in their essay, ''for certain schools, majors, occupations, and individuals, the college may not be a smart investment. By telling people that they should go to college no matter what, we are actually doing them a disservice”. Modern society has every learners brainwashed into thinking they have to possess the college experience. Nevertheless, I believe that attending college will only benefit you if your career requires it. This sums up why I joined college, apart from gaining extra skills, I joined college because it was a requirement for my career. Having a higher degree means more income you will receive but not everyone needs higher education if it is not required for him or her. They may go for alternative options that give students a chance to explore and have a unique education. Therefore, I conclude that college is not made for everyone.
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