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attained any significant office at Rome, remained in the political
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Perhaps most remarkable is the fact that in such an environment he
was able to survive, indeed often thrive, by relying on a reputation
and position in the state that he had attained and maintained almost
exclusively by the force of his oratory. While others might appeal
to the loyalty of their legions and play power politics backed by the
force of arms, Cicero could wield only the weapon of his words.
Uhmmdyo{mnc the ‘toga’ did bow to arms.’ Perhaps this was
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were still boys, Cicero's father moved the family to the capital, appar-
ently in order to secure for his sons the finest possible education.!
In that connection, Cicero tells us (De oratore 2.2) that he and his
brother, along with two of their cousins, were received into the house
of the famous orator and statesman, Lucius Licinius Crassus, who
took an active interest in their education. In that environment, the
young Cicero was able to interact not only with Crassus, but also
his associates, most importantly Marcus Antonius, the other great
orator of that generation, as well as L. Aelius Stilo, the famous Stoic
teacher of grammar and rhetoric. These early contacts and connec-
tions proved invaluable to the young boy, and would have an abid-
ing effect on the orator throughout his carcer (cf. De or. 2.1-9),
Much of Cicero's youth was spent in the Roman
Forum, the center of Rome's political and forensic life. There Cicero
could witness first-hand the oratory of Crassus, Antonius, and oth-
ers who spoke before the courts and in public meetings. After the
death of Crassus in 91 B.C.,, Cicero assurncd the toga vinlis, the ‘toga

* The reference is, of course, to Cicero’s finjfamous line of poctry, Cedant arma
tagaw, concedat lawrea ko (Let arms yield to the toga, Iet the laurel yield w
! For a more detailed account of Cicero's education, sce Anthony
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of manhood,” md-:wdnbmfmlnrymdmngthew“hr

d'Arm'Mmmllmlhw also witnessed
the publication of De inoetions (On Invention), his first rhetorical work,
most likely completed by 88 B.C. Later in life, Cicero himsell would
describe the treatise as ‘the sketchy and unsophisticated work that
found its way out of my notebooks when | was a boy, or rather a
youth' (De or. 1.5), but it is clear that it had been the young man's
initial intention to write a handbook on all parts of
oratory. He apparently lost interest in the project, and completed
only two books. The important thing to note here, however, is the
hmlhbytstmuqhmcummmudymh
vated assiduously his considerable natural ability (natura) through train-

ing (ars) and diligence (exercitatio).
It is somewhat surprising, then, that a young man of such intel-
lect and cultivation, obviously eager to follow in the footsteps of his
mentors, Crassus and Antonius, delayed his forensic debut until the

* Brutes 306: .. . totum & v vadidi admirobili quedam ad philosspliam stdia woncilatus.
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age of 24 or 25. Afler all, Crassus, at the age of 20 or 21, had, in his brief tour of duty as a soldier under Pompeius_ Strabo in the
a rather spectacular debut, successfully prosecuted C. Papirius Carbo, War with the Italian Allies had ap?nnn!ly done nothing but confirm
one of the best orators of his generation; and Hortensius, Cicero"s that decision. Thus, he would wait un}d he was 25 to appear as a
great rival and later friend and colleague, had addressed the Senate | pleader in the courts; {nd when he did so, he wauld be confident
in an impressive speech on behall of the inhabitants of the Roman that he had prepared himself as completely as possible for the chal-
province of Africa when he was only 19 At least two reasons for lenge. As he himself tells us, ‘it was Ihﬂlv\hll 1 first bcgm to under-
this delay can be cited. Cicero’s formative years happened to coin- take both civil and criminal cases, for it was my intention not to
cide with one of the most violent and bloody decades in Rome’s Jearn in the forum (as most do), but so far as possible to come into
history. As Cicero ‘came of age' in about 90 B.C., Rome was the forum already trained” (Brutus 311). ) .
embroiled in the War with the Italian Alles (91-87) and its after- Cicero's first published speech dates from 81 B.C., delivered ina
math. Sulla’s election to the consulship in 88 was soon followed by private case on behalf of Quinctus; the opposing ?dvonu in Lhn
his march on Rome and civil war {88-87). His subsequent depar- suit was the most distinguished orator of the day, Qumm: l_{on_enﬂus
ture for the East instigated another blood bath, upen the retun of Hortalus, The following year, he entered the public arena in his first
Marius and Cinna to the city; during this time (87-84) activity in eriminal case, with a striking and successful defense of Roscius from
many of the courts came to a halt or was seriously curtailed. Following d Ameria, who had been assailed by a certain Chrw_:vgbnqs. a f!tcd-
the death of Cinna, a new civil war erupted, with Sulla uldmately man and henchman of the dietator Sulla® At this point, Cicera
restoring some semblance of order (82), but again, not without pro- decided (perhaps somewhat unexpectedly) to interrupt his !nfddmg
scription and bloodshed. The violence of this decade would never career as a pleader; he sailed for Greece and Asia Minor in 79.
be forgoten by Cicero, It made a lasting impression upon him, as Plutarch (Cicers 3) asserts that he undertook the rip out of fear of
is evidenced in the prologue to the third book of De eratore 3.7-1 2, recrimination from Sulla, though Cicero himsclf maintains that the
wherein with great melancholy he mourns the deaths of Crassus, \our was undertaken for reasons of health and further study. He telly
Antonius, and others of his mentors and models. Needless to say, us (Brums 313-314) that, at that point in his life, he was thin and
these were times not very propitious or promising for launching a lacking in strength, with a long neck and weak lungs and voice,
career in public speaking. which he had strained by speaking continually without modulation
An equally pressing reason for the delay must have been Cicero's and by holding his body tense throughout his entire delivery. D:}:r-
awn doubts about his level of preparcdness.® His penchant for exhibit- mined 1o gain strength and improve his speaking ability, he arrived
ing great caution before making an important decision or taking any . in Athens and spent six months studying philosophy with Antiochus
crucial action can be seen on a number of occasions througout his of Ascalon, a former member of the Academy, and rhetoric with
life.! Now at the beginning of his career, the young Cicero obvi- i Demetrius the Syrian. He then traveled through Asia Minor, where
ously wanted to avoid, as much as humanly possible, any chance at ‘ he practiced declamation with the most distinguish 4 orators of the
making a less than successful debut. Early on, he had chosen ora- : region, including Menippus of Stratonicea, Dionysius of Magnesia,

tory as his preferred vehicle for advancement in Roman public life; Aeschylus of Cnidus, and Xenocles of Adramyttium. He moved on
Y to Rhodes where he met Posidonius the Stoic, and spent consider-
able time with Apollonius Molon, who effectively critiqued his speak-

n‘mpﬁm is made effectively by Ann Vasaly, “Cicerc’s Early Speeches” {below, ing and worked to repress the youthful, and sometimes excessively
.,;,g%mummnmm“m:mhm“w” exuberant style evident in his early specches. Cicero described the

University Press 19905 19-20.
* Perhapt the mowt vied example of Cicern's hestancy is the indecisiveness he
displayed for nearly a half a year afier the outbreak of the civil war in 49 at onc
int, he actually engaged in rhetorical exercises designed 1o help him debate the

stue from every angle; see A4 Aticem 9.4. ; + For these and other speeches of this period, see Vasaly, below, 71-111.
l.
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results in this way: ‘I returned after two years’ absence not only bet- a necessity. As a young ‘new man” (the first man of a family to enter
ter trained, but practically transformed. My voice was no longer the ranks of the Scnate] in Rome, with no ancestral deeds to com-
excessively strained, my language had ceased to boil, my lungs had mend his character or waxen images to decorate his halls, Cicero
acquired strength, and my body had gained weight' {Brutus 316). was forced to operate in the society of his day under conditions far
Upon his return to Rome in 77 B.C., Cicero married, and once different from those under which the majority of his peers operated,
again turned his attention to pleading court cases and preparing for and he was well aware of this fact
itical = g
:]m:‘m mE Ahe next i ';:“ years of ‘F"ﬂ':‘ W cligi But I am not permitted the same privileges a3 men of noble birth,
o q! P the TSt magetiacy 0. e . who, even while sleeping, still see all the honors of the Roman peo-
political ofﬁtr? (cursus honorum) that culminated in the consulship. . ple Laid at their feer; in this state 1 must live under far different con-
Hccsccu;cd election and served as quaestor in western Sicily in 75 ditions and according to a very different law. (Jn Verem 2.5.180)"
-y he supervised th in supply. His j i 3 3
g e y Hia jusc and upright In Cicero's Rome, a man's character and the persona it projected

dealings in Sicily in combination with the connections he had made
there during his service made him the Sicilians’ first choice as pros-
ccutor when they initiated action against their former governor Verres
before Rome's standing court concerned with extortion,

Verres had been governor in Sicily in 73 B.C,, but served two
additional years because of the finary political cir
involved in the revolt of the slaves and gladiators led by Spartacus.
During that time he was reputed to have extorted more than 40
million sesterces, boasting that one year's proceeds were enough for
him, and those gleaned from the second and third years were sufficient
for his defenders and his judges. As a member of the senatorial class,
he was supported by influential members of the Senate, and defended
by Hortensius, Rome's finest orator and, at the time, candidate for
the consulship (whom Cicero had faced earlier in his defense of
Quinctius). Cicero generally preferred the role of advocate for the
defense, but it was something of a practice in Rome for a rising
politician to the p ion of a promi figure in a
noble cause. In this case, even while prosecuting, Cicero could again
speak for the injured and cast himself in the role of the defender of
the downtrodden. In preparing and carrying out the prosecution, §
Cicero displayed incredible energy, boldness, and strategic brilliance— 1
conducting the entire case simultancously while a candidate for the
curule-aedileship (which he secured for the year 69). This stunning
victory (in 70 B.C.) by the acdile-clect over the consul-clect cata-
pulted Cicero into the position of being one of Rome’s premier pub-

were crucial elements for success in public Life. Noble ancestry, a
glorious reputation, a character full of dignity and authority were
important factors that could persuade people and win votes, But for
a nowus homo, whose birth and familial connections provided no such
advantages, the path to prominence in the state was full of obsta-
cles that must have appeared nearly insurmountable. Hard work,
virwe, and industry (labor, virtus, industria) were required of a ‘new
man’ in order to break into the jealously guarded ranks of the nobil-
ity—and sometimes even these proved ineffectual. The story of
Cicero's carly carcer is, most significantly, a story of the struggle of
a very gifted, very well-educated, very hard-working young ‘outsider,’
fighting to establish a reputation of some authority and prominence
among the city's noble ‘insiders,’ a reputation that would enable him
to reach his boyhood geal, ‘ever 1o be the best and preeminent
above all™® His victory over Hortensius and Verres stands as one
of the most significant steps toward the realization of that goal.
“The decade following the Verrine affair was a particularly event
ful time for Cicero. He served as curule-acdile in 69, and was then
elected, again ahcad of all of his rivals and at the youngest possible
age, as practor in 66. In office as praetor, Cicero presided over the
extortion court and presented his first deliberative oration, support-
ing the proposal of the tribune Manilius to grant command of the
war against King Mithradates of Pontus (the so-called Third Mithradatic
War) to Pompey (Pro lege Manilia or De imperio Cn. Fompei). Cicero

lic speakers.

The careful calculation with which Cicero had planned his early T T R . ; :
career was mentioned above. Such caleulation had proven to be not - h}fmmﬂ"ﬂfﬂ:ﬁmﬂ?
only prudent, but, for someone of Cicero’s background, practically 0 Thal 6. 208, quoted by Cicero in & leser to his brother Quinus (QF. 3.54)
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seems to have been cager to display his allegiance to the general,
an allegiance that would endure, in greater or lesser degree, through-
out the rest of his kfe. During this time, too, Cicero lost his father
and had, himself, become a father with the birth of his son, Marcus.
He continued to plead prominent cascs in the courts, building a rep-
utation among his fellow-citizens. All of his actions, all of his ener-
gies were now aimed at securing election 1o the consulship sus anno,
in the first year of legal cligibility. FHe carcfully assessed the situa-
on,'" and worked hard and continuously to garner support from
every possible corner, When the clection results for the year 63 were
announced, once again Marcus Tullius Gicero’s name topped the
list. With the help of his considerable oratorical abilities, his hard
work, the support of the Roman Knights, along with substantial sen-
atorial backing (gained largely by fear of Catiline’s presence on the
ballot), Cicero had managed (o achieve something extraordinary:
novus homo, the son of a Roman knight having no noble ancestors,
had sccured the aedileship, the pr hip, and now the
first on the ballot and at the earliest possible age—a feat that even
the great general Marius had not performed. This accomplishment
stands as one of the defining moments in Cicero's life and career,
It invested his character with prestige and authority which he would
subsequently wield in his oratorical and political career,”

Cicero's remarkable rise to nobilitas and the consulship was punc-
tuated in another extraordinary way as his consular year drew to a
close. Through careful attention, diligent investigation, and the for-
tunate confluence of a number of circumstances, Gicero uncovered
a lutionary plot to hrow the g led by a disen-
chanted, bankrupt senator of noble descent, Lucius Sergius Catilina,
who had been a rival of Cicero’s in the consular elections. In a
flurry of activity from late October to carly December, Cicero man-
aged to expose the conspiracy, obtain from the Senate the decree
(senatus consultum ultimuem) that granted extraordinary powers to the
consuls to protect the state, and secure the apprehension of several
conspirators along with crucial, incriminating evidence against them.
Following a spirited debate in the Senate on December 5, the nones

" Cf. Ad Awiam 1.1,
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of December, Cicero, buoyed by the vigorous support of Marcus
Cato and invoking the authority of the Senate and its decree, tock
firm and decisive action in the midst of the danger; he ordered,
without a trial, the execution of the conspirators who were in cus-
tody (including Publius Cornelius Lentulus Sura, ex-consul and prae-
tor for the sccond time), A public thanksgiving was declared and
Cicero was hailed as Pater Patrise (‘Father of the Fatheriand).

‘The Catilinarian crisis had presented the consul with an arena in
which to showcase his abilities as a leader, and he had, as it seemed,
made the best of it: he not only saved the state from a serious threat,
but in doing so, fashioned for himsell a public persona of power
and authority, as the dux or imperalor logatus (‘civilian commander’),
what others had accomplished on the field of batde, Cicero had
managed in the forum in the garb of a citizen. Cicero makes the
comparison with great military commanders of the past and with
Pompey explicitly,” and shortly thereafler, he will go so far as to
suggest an alliance bewteen the imperator militaris and the imperator
togatus, the soldier and the statesman, the ‘Scipio’ and the ‘Laclius."*
Indeed, the consul's expeditious handling of the attempted coup was
stunning enough to have provoked the envy of Pompey, and Gicero
had every right to be justly proud of his accomplishment, of which
he boasted, as Seneca later commented, non sine causa sed sine fine.'
The parvenu from Arpinum had, by the age of 43, secured for him-
self a lasting placc in the annals of Roman history.

The Nones of December, however, did more than merely ruffle
the feathers of Pompey the Great. The execution of the conspira-
tors without a trial provoked the hostility of the populares (those whose
political power tended to derive from their influence with the com-
mon people), who believed that the consul and the Senate had over-
stepped the bounds of their legal authority—an hostility that would

' CL. Ix Catilisam 3.26; 4.21. l‘wthewhpmmm,ccq,h&tﬂls
23, 26; 45, 2|.71,mumaa P Suls 85, s slao Coual e
oy Revwe s dids s 38 (19605 236-263; J. M. May, -r.-n of Choractr:
Elsquenie of Cioeronien Ethor (Chapel Hill and miversity of Nerth
Carolina Press 1983 36-56. =

* A Famlives 513 (addrcsed to Porpey, Apel 62 BC): Sed scio 0, quae ms
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tantaqut arimi

conssly. n magnitudine u,mm- ut i mults motoni, quant
" For a detailed account of Cicero's oratorical activity during his consulihip, see i, me mon multo minorem quam Laeliom fucile of in ve p. of in amiciia adienctum esse panae.
Rebert Cape, “Cicerc's Consular Speeches” (below, 113-158). H  Dialogi 105.1.
:
)
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ultimately result in personal disaster for Cicero, Only a few weeks ; late as of 59, he fid in his future. He

after the public thanksgiving decreed in his honor, when laying down
his office on 31 December, he was prevented by the tribune Q,
Metellus Nepos from addressing the people in customary fashion, on
the grounds that, by executing the conspirators, he had put to death
Roman citizens without a trial. Making the best of the situation,
Cicero confined himself to the cath that he had performed the duties
of the consulship faithfully, swearing that by his cfforts the city and
the state had been saved. The people roared their approval, but
storm clouds lingered on the horizon. A year later, P. Clodius Pulcher,
a patrician descended from one of the noblest families of Rome,'®
was caught disgracefully dressed as a woman ac the festival in honor
of the Bona Dea, which, incidentally, had been held at the house
of Julius Caesar. In the subsequent judicial investigation, Clodius, on
trial for sacrilege, claimed to have been 90 miles away from Rome
at the time. Cicero, however, had seen him in Rome within three
hours of the time of his alibi, and testified o that effect. Despite
this testimony and the obvious guilt of Clodius, a bribed jury acquit-
ted the perpetrator, Contributing (urther to the enmity between them,
Cicero, on another occasion, employing his characteristic quick repar-
tee and caustic wit, humiliated Clodius publicly in the Senate. Personal
hatred would soon turn into public vindictiveness.

At about this same time, the Senate obstinately (and shortsight-
edly) snubbed the requests of three of its most powerful members,
Pompey, Caesar, and Crassus, actions which led to the formation
(in 60 B.C)) of the coalition among these men known generally to
history as the ‘first triumvirate." Cicero himsclf was courted by Caesar
as a fourth member of the group, certainly on the strength of his
legal knowledge and powers of persuasion, but the orator could not
bring himself to support in an active way Caesar’s manipulation of
the constitution. In fact, he spoke out against it. In 59 B.C., Clodius,
still bent on revenge, arranged to have himself adopted into a ple-
beian family in order to allow him to run for the office of tribune
(which was open only to plebeians), Cicero surely saw the hand-
writing on the wall, but he seemingly refused to acknowledge it. As

* For a detailed account of Clodius' life and career, see W. J. Tatum, The Patricion
Tribune: Publus Clocius Puher (Chapel Hill and London: Universiry of North Carolina

mnwentw&rn!mrcﬁncngtnmmoﬁ'crﬁm\Caﬁrwbwum:
one of his deputics (lgatus) in Gaul or a commissioner for supervis-
ing the division of public lands. Clodius secured the office ofl.ﬁ»bl.me
and the support of the consuls for 58 B.C., L. Piso and A. Gabinius,
in order to avenge himself. Finally in March of 58 B.C., Clodius,
who had earlier garnered support from the urban crowd byApmpo&-
ing a law that granted them frec grain, secured the adoption of a
bill that outlawed from Rome anyone who had put Roman citizens
1o death without a trial. The Senate was powerless, and help from
the consuls and triumvirs (who were angered by Cicero's rejection
and content to have him removed from the scene for a time) was
not forthcoming. Cicera decided to leave Rome, retiring into exile
in northern Greece. A second law, naming Cicero specifically (and
hence unconstitutional) was passed shortly thereafter, Clodius then
engineered the razing of Cicera's house on the Palatine, managing
to have part of it consecrated to Liberty. Other of his property
suffered damage, and his wife and children were forced to take shel-
ter with relatives,

It was psychologically devastating for Cicero o deal with the fuct
that his crushing of the Catilinarian conspiracy, the crowning glory
of his consulship, was, likewise, the cause of his forced departure
from Rome. The year and a half which he spent in exile was the
low point of his life. Letters from that period to his friend and
confidant Atticus reveal an unseemly yet understandable mood of
depression that led him even to comcmplatc suicide. Friends and
supporters, however, were not lacking back in Rome. The consuls
and tribunes of 57 B.C. were favorable to Cicero's cause; Pompey,
who had done nothing to throttle Clodius’ previous auacks, now
became irritated by his actions and actively supported the recall. On
4 August 57 B.C. the law was passed authorizing his return; 2 month
later, Cicero arrived in Rome amid an atmosphere of great wiumph.

Despite the glorious occasion of his return,” the exile was obvi-
ously a devastating setback for Cicero, who had invested so much
of his time and encrgy up to that point to establish a public per-
sona invested with dignity, authority, influence, and reputation. His
personal dignitas was seriously diminished, and his consular ethos as

" Cicero describes the event in great detail in a letter to Attieus, A4 Atticom 4.1
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the imperalor togatus, who had saved the state without recourse to

arms, was nearly destroyed. Once again, Cicero was forced to scram-
ble with all of his energy, this time to re-establish his private and
public standing, to regain his awtoritas and reconstruct a persona
befitting his station in Roman sociery. His public speeches delivered
during this time, generally known collectively as post reditom are,
among other things, calculated to accomplish this goal. They often
seem to be as much apologies on behalf of Cicero as political delib-
erations or defenses of clients. Cicero now adds a new dimension 10
his ethos: he presents himself as the consular orator who has now
saved the state twice without resorting 1o arms—once through his
efforts to thwart Catiline and his conspiracy, the second time by his
voluntary withdrawal from Rome to maintain the public peace. At
times he identifies himself closely with the state; at other times, he
portrays himself as the sacrificial victim who was offered, as a kind
of dantio, on its behall™

Events i diately subseq to his ful recall, including
the recovery of his building site and damages for the loss of his
house and estates, as well as a stunning success in his defense of
Publius Sestius, instlled Cicero with an overconfidence in his posi-
tion. Encouraged by what he perceived as a growing rift among the
triumvirs, Cicero proposed, in early Apnl of 56, that the Senate
should, the following month, re-open the discussion of Caesar’s dis-
tribution of the Campanian land. Once again Cicero had miscaleu-
lated the strength and willi of the i blish to
support him in the face of the triumvirs. His action precipitated the
so-called eonference of Luca, a meeting held in order to paich up
their differences. Cicero was soon brought to heel: Cicero’s brother
Quintus, in a meeting with Pompey, was reminded of the plecges
he had given Pompey (about Marcus’ future conduct) previously
when he had sued for his brother's recall; Pompey made it clear
that Marcuy' silence, if not his cooperation, was expected. As a result,
Cicero, crestfallen and humiliated, withdrew his motion; in fact, he
was forced (in June or July of 56 B.C.) to present what he called
his ‘palinode’ or ‘recantation’ (see Ad A. 4. 5) and, for the next seve
eral years, presented no public opposition to the three; in fact, he

" Sce Andrew Rigpby, “The Pot Rediem Speeches,” below, 150-193,
" Sce May (1968 80-127,
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Unlike many Roman magistrates, Cicero never had a desire to
leave Rome as a governor of a province. He had refused such duty
after his practorship and consubship. But in March of 51 B.C., much
to his dismay, he was sent as proconsul to the large province of
Cilicia in Asia Minor. Upon his arrival, he found matters, both civil
and military, in much disarray. He set about restoring order, fixing
reasonable interest rates, and fighting extortion. Faced with the threat
of a possible invasion by the Parthians, he shored up his military
forces and undertook a small campaign against the hill-tribes of Mt
Amanus. Afier a siege of 46 days, he captured the sironghold, and
was granted a supplicatio (a public thanksgiving) by the Senate. Alhough
he long cherished hopes for a triumph, these were never realized,

Cicero returned to Rome in early January of 49 B.C. to find the
political situation in turmoil and the state on the brink of civil war.
Crassus had been killed in Parthia in 53, and the relationship between
Pompey and Cacsar, so often strained in the past, had now reached
the breaking point. Even afier Caesar had crossed the Rubicon,
Cicero hoped to be able to negotiate some sont of reconciliation
which might secure peace. Appointed by the government as district
commissioner at Capua, he spent the next scveral weeks away from
the city, in Campania and at his estate in Formiae, debating with
himself, in true Academic fashion, his best course of action. He real-
ized that war, no matter who the victor, would precipitate confiscation,
bloodshed, and proscription; he could net stomach the unconstitu-
tonality of Caesar’s actions, but was equally repulsed by many deeds
of Pompey's supporters. On 28 March, Caesar himself visited Gicero
at Formiae and requested that he come 10 Rome to work for peace,
The orator frankly set forth conditions which Caesar could not accept,

and in the end, Cicero did not go to Rome—a decision of which -

he was justly proud; lly he joined the rep forees in
Greece. Afier Caesar’s victory at Pharsalus on 9 August 48 B.C.
{from which Cicero was absent because of illness), Cate proposed
that command of the army be handed over to Cicero. Cicero refused
and returned to lraly, passing a year fraught with anxiety in Brun-
disium. In September of 47, Cacsar returned and graciously gave
Cicero permission to remain in the country,

Cicero generally abstained from politics under the dictatorship of
Cacsar, though in 46 B.C,, he broke a six-year period of silence by
delivering in the Senate a speech on behalf of Marcellus, soon to
be followed by the other so-called ‘Caesarian Speeches,’ the Pro
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was at times enlisted in their service. He was all too aware of the
inconsistency of his actions, and he found it embarrassingly exasperat-
ing, 23 he candidly revealed in private correspondence with Atticus.

Withdrawal from the public arena, however, did not mean any
Jack of activity for Cicero. During the half-decade following Luca,
he composed three impartant treatises, De evatore (On the Ideal Orator),
De republica (On the Republic), and De legibus (On the Laws). Obviously,
returning to the his youthful studies of rhetoric and philosophy pro-
vided Cicero both refuge and solace, but more importantly, it sup-
plicd him with a vehicle by which he could *defend and celebrate
the ideals of constitutional government in a free republic. .. It was
these brilliantly i ive dialogues that established Cicero as the
voice and conscience of the Republic, politically in the wilderness
though he was.™ During this time, however, he did receive anather
igni honor: i by He ius, he was clected to the
College of Augurs in 53 B.C.

‘While Cicero was writing about the ideal state and its laws, the
Roman state, during the same time, was in chaos, embroiled in
bribery, political maneuverings, disorder, and violence. Elections had
been repeatedly postponed because of the unrest, and riots between
rival gangs, headed by Clodius and Milo, a candidate for office and
friend of Cicero (who had, as tribune, worked for his recall from
exile), were frequent. In January 52 B.C., the companies of Clodius
and Milo met, probably by accident, on the Appian Way; fighting
broke out, and in the scuffie, Clodius was killed. To conwol the fur-
ther unrest that ensued, Pompey was appointed sole consul and
enforced strict measures to govern the subsequent procecdings. Cicero
delivered his speech on Mile's behalf (Fro Milone) in a packed forum
under the eye of Pompey and his armed guard. Visibly shaken by
the circumstances, he completed his speech, but not with his accus-
tomed effectiveness. Milo was convicted and went into exile. The
speech as transmitted 1o us is an extraordinary rhetorical composi-
ton, employing the three modes of persuasion—logical argumenta-
tion, portrayal of character (ethos), and appeal to the emotions
(pathosy—to near perfection.

* T, P. Wiseman, “The Necessary Lesson,” Timer Lisary Supplement (June 15-21,
1990): 641,
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Ligaria and the Pro Rege Deiotaro® The political hardships that Cicero
faced during this period were compounded seriowsly by the troubles
he experienced in his own private life. After 30 years of marriage,
he divorced his wife Terentia in 46 B.C., the culmination of an
estrangement that had begun several year before. He almost imme-
diately re-married, but then came the greatest blow: Tullia, his
beloved daughter, died from complications of childbirth, Cicero's
grief at the death of his daughter was nearly inconsolable, and his
new wife Publilia’s lack of sympathetic support led quickly 1o divorce,
Once again, as he had done a decade carlier, he took refuge in phis
losophy and literature. Working day and night because he could not
sleep, Cicero's literary output during the next two years was absolutely
astounding. Writing at a feverish pace, Cicero, as he had done ten
years previously, found not only consolation in his composition, but
a way 0 serve his countrymen and, according to some, present a
tacit, but powerful critique of autocratic rule.™ The Brutws, the Orator,
Paradoxa Stoicorum, De finibus bonorom e malorum (On the Supreme Good),
the Tusaulon Disputations, Academica, and De natwra deorum (On the Nature
of the Gods), as well as the lost works, the Hortensius and the Consolatia,
are all products of this period.

At the assassination of Caesar on the Ides of March, 44 B.C,,
*Brutus, raising high his bloody dagger, called on Cicero by name
and congratulated him on the recovery of freedom,™ rejoicing in
victory for what he and his fellow-conspirators believed would be a
new lease on life for the Republic. Once again Cicero answered the
call. On March 17, he delivered a speech in the Senate urging a
general amnesty for the conspirators, like that declared in Athens
after the expulsion of the Thirty Tyrants. The arrival in Rome of
the young C. Octavius, Caesar’s adopied son and heir, further buoyed
the hopes of the republicans. But Marcus Antonius (Mark Antony),
who had been Caesar’s eolleague in the consulship and had, after the
assassination, gained possession of Caesar’s political papers and pri-
vate fortune, continued to strengthen his own position. Cicero soon
found himself losing hope, in fear that Rome had merely substituted
one tyrant for another. Again he trned to philosophy, composing

1 For background and detsiled aralysis of these specches, see Harcld Gotoff,
“Cicerats Orations,” below, 219-271.

™ Hakicht (1990 74-75.

 Philippic 2.26.
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the De divinatione (On Dizination), the De senectute (On Old Age) and the
De amicitia (On Friendship). Tt was also during this time (44 B.C.) that
Cicero began his last, and perhaps most influcntial philosophical trea-
tise, the De efficiis (On Moral Dutits), written not in dialogue form, but
a3 an expository epistle 1o his son, discussing the cardinal virtues of
wisdom, justice, fortitude, and temperance, and the notion of utile,
the expedient, which cannot ever be rightly divorced from the hon-
orable (Aomestum).

Many thoughts about duties, the honorable and the expedient
must have been swirling about in Cicero’s mind, when in July of 44
B.C., on his way to Greece and hearing news that a reconciliation
between Antony and the conspirators was probable, he decided to
turn back in order to attend the Senate meeting scheduled for 1
September. In Rome, he found the situation less promising than he
had hoped, and decided not to attend the meeting, claiming that he
was ill. Antony, angry at his absence, delivered a speech against him,
and made offerings to the deified Cacsar. On the mext day, 2
September 44 B.C., Cicero took the first step on a journcy from
which there would be no turning back when he answered Antony
(who was absent) with the First Philigpic, a speech critieal of Antony,
though free of harsh personal attack. Cicero's final sentence proved
an appropriate valediction for the final year of his life: “For myself,
1 have lived pretty well long enough, whether in years or in glory.
If more is to come, it will come not so much for me as for you and
for the G > lated by Shackleton-Bailey).

Antony retired 1o prepare his reply, which he delivered in the
Senate on 19 September 44. Cicero countered with his celebrated
Second Philippic, a scathing invective showing no restraint, which he
sent to Atticus for approval in late October. The speech was never
delivered, but published as pamphlet in late November. It is worth
noting that Cicero himself referred to his speeches against Antony
as ‘Philippics’ (Ad Brut. 2.4), purposely drawing a comparison between
these attacks on Antony and those that the great Greek orator
Demosthenes had made on Philip 11 of Macedon, three hundred
years earlier, From this point on, all of Cicero's energies were directed
toward rousing the scnatorial order in hopes of recapturing the spirit
and the glory of the languishing Republic. During the next half year,
Cicero delivered twelve more Philippics, two to the people and ten
to the Senate, all aimed in one way or another at warding off any
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sort of reconciliation between the Senate and Antony* In these ora-
tions, Cicero paints Antony as he had his previous adversaries (Verres,
Catiline, Clodius, et al), representing all things un-Roman, even
inhuman, personifying the forces of despotism, madness, evil, lnd
darkness.® In stark contrast stands the character of Cicero the patriot,
true and unfailing, ready and willing to put his life on the line for
the survival of the state—in fact, he is in a way the symbol, even
the literal embodiment of the Republic. Nearly twenty years afier
his consulship, Cicero finds himself once again leading the Senate
and the state in the midst of an internal crisis, Two decades earlier,
he had fashioned himsclf as the imperator togatus (the civilian com-
mander), the pacis alumnus (the nursling of peace), who would go to
any length—including voluntary exile—to save the state without
recourse 1o arms. Now, on the contrary, he presents himself as the
princeps sumendorum sagorum, ‘the leader in the putting on of military
cloaks,™ rousing the Senate and people to confront Antony in arms,
but still relying on the only real weapon he ever knew how to wield—
his eloquence.

In the end, of course, Cicero had, among other things, seriously
miscalculated Octavian and his actions. His hopes were ultimately
dashed, yet the effect of his oratory lingered, enough that its tar-
get felt the need to exact vengeance. After the trio of Antony, Lepidus,
and Octavian had sealed their compact and were appointed commis-
sioners for the reorganization of the state in November (a compact
known to history as the ‘second triumvirate’), they immediately set
about removing their enemies from the scene. Cicero's name appeared
prominently on the list of p ibed (despite, ding to Plutarch,
the objections of Octavian). At first, Cicero thought of fleeing to the
East, but after a half-hearted attempt to cxcape, he ordered his slaves
to stand aside, and with these words, ‘Let me dic in the country
that 1 have so often saved' (Livy 120. 50}, he offered his neck o
Antony’s minions (7 December 43 B.C.). His head and hands were
carried back to Rome, and, to the horror of the people, nailed to
the Rostra, the place from which he had so often spoken.

 For details, see Jon Hall, “The Philippics, " below, 273-304.
B OLJ. M.‘l'Way,J"oGam "snd the Beasty” Syllecta Classica 7 (1996): 143-153.
* See Phlippic 12.17; £ Phit 7.7-8; May (1988) 157-161.
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In some sense it scems fitting that Gicero's life should come to its
end as the curtain was about to fall on Rome’s free Republic. Over
the course of four decades of public service, Cicero’s life and carcer
had been, in many ways, inextricably intertwined with the major
events and personalities of Rome. By the time of his murder in 43,
pncm had become, in more than mercly his own (often egotiscally
inflated) opinion, a kind of symbol for the Republic; today he endures
as its most prolific and cloquent spokesman, a politician whose career,
despite its failings and compromises, ‘stood for the rule of law against
the rule of force.”” What he accomplished he accomplished largely
through words—the power of speech. The essays that follow attempt
not ax:nly to chronicle the history and the development of Cicero’s
rhetoric and oratory, but also to examine in some detail their unique
lj‘l‘ll{'l:ltrlsuc!—\:hamtrilliu that allowed, almost within his own
lifetime, the very name of Cicero to become synonymous with elo-
quence itselfl

Chronology
(All dates are BC)

106 Birth of Marcus Tullius Cicero (January) and of Cn. Pompeius
Magnus (Pompey the Great) (September)

104 Marius, consul for the 2nd time, reorganizes Roman army

100 al;n;u. consul for the 6th time; birth of C. Julius Caesar

)

95 lw..,.u.'},m inius Crassus and Quintus Mucius Scacvola Pontifex
con

91-87 Social War (War with lalian Allies); Cicero serves under
Pompeius Strabo (89) and Sulla (88); assumes foga vinils,
writes De inventions

88 Cicero meets Philo of Larissa, head of Academy, who had
fled to Rome; Sulla occupies Rome; Marius flecs and Jjoins
L Cornelius Cinna

88-85 First Mithradatic War

87 Marius and consul Cinna scize Rome while Sulla fights in
Greece; proscriptions

86 Marius, consul for the 7th time, dies in office

" Wiseman (1990): 648.
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85 Sulla concludes peace with Mithradates

84 Cinna, consul for the 4th time, killed in mutiny

83-81 Second Mithradatic War

82 Civil War; Sulla siczes Rome and is named dictator (82-81);

scriptions

8l Sulla as dictator reforms constitution, including establish-
ment of 7 standing criminal courts with scnatorial jurics;
Cicero’s Pro Quinctio

80 Cicero's Pro Roscio Amerino

79 Sulla resigns dictatorship

79-77 Cicero travels to Athens, Rhodes, and Asia Minor; studies
with Molon of Rhodes

78 Sulla dies

76 Cicero's Pro Roscio comoedo (or 66)

75 Cicero serves as quaestor in Western Sicily; becomes 2 mem-
ber of the Senate

74-63 Third Mithradatic War; Lucullus given’ command against
Mithradates

73-71 Verres governor of Sicily; Spartacus leads slave rebellion and
is defeated by Pompey and Crassus; Cicero’s Pro Tillio (71
or 69)

70 1st consulship of Pompey and Crassus;. Trial of Verres;
Cicero's Divinatio in Caecilium, In Verrem; Lex Aurelia changes
constitution of juries to two-thirds equestrian

69 Cicero serves as aedile; Cicero's Pro Caecina, Pro Fontao

67 Lucullus relieved of Mithradatic command; Lex Cabiniz gives
Pompey command against pirates

66 Cicero serves as practor, presides over extortion coury; Cicero's
Pro lege Manilia; Lex Manikia gives Pompey Mithradatic com-
mand; Cicero's Fro Cluemtio

63 Cicero serves as consul; Cicero's De lege agraria, Fro Rabinio
perduellionis veo, conspiracy of Catiline; Cicero's In Catilinam,
Fro Murena, ion of the pi (5 Do ber);
Metellus Nepos attacks Cicero (10 December); death of
Mithradates; Pompey organizes campaign in the Fast

62 Defeat and death of Catiline; Cicero’s Fre Sulis, Pro Archis;
Bona Dea scandal (Clodius) in Caesar’s house; Pompey
returns to Italy and disbands army

61 Senate opposes Pompey and Crassus; Clodius acquitted of
sacrilege through bribery
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In some sense it seems fitting that Cicero's life should come to its
end as the curtain was about to fall on Rome’s free Republic. Over
the course of four decades of public service, Cicero's life and career
had been, in many ways, inextricably intertwined with the major
events and pecsonalities of Rome. By the time of his murder in 43,
Cicero had become, in more than merely his own (often egotiscally
inflated) opinion, a kind of symbol for (he Republic; today he endures
a3 its most prolific and cloquent spokesman, a politician whose career,
despite its failings and compromises, ‘stood for the rule of law against
the rule of force.”” What he accomplished he accomplished largely
through words—the power of speech. The essays that follow attempt
not only to chronicle the history and the development of Cicero's
rhetoric and oratory, but also to examine in some detail their unique
characteristics—characteristics that allowed, almost within his own
lifetime, the very name of Cicero to become synonymous with elo-
quence itself.

Chronology
{All dates are BC)

106 Birth of Marcus Tullius Cicero (January) and of Cn. Pompeius
Magnus (Pompey the Great) (September)

104 Marius, consul for the 2nd time, réorganizes Roman army

100 Marius, consul for the 6th time; birth of C. Julius Caesar
(July)

95 Lucius Licinius Crassus and Quintus Mucius Scacvola Pontifex
consuls

91-87 Social War (War with Italian Allies); Cicero serves under
Pompeius Strabo (89) and Sulla (88); assumes toga virilis,

88 Cicero meets Philo of Larissa, head of Academy, who had
fled to Rome; Sulla occupies Rome; Marius flees and joins
L. Cornelius Cinna

88-85 First Mithradatic War

87 Marius and consul Cinna seize Rome while Sulla fights in
Greece; proscriptions

86 Marius, consul for the 7th time, dies in office

¥ Wiseman (19905 646.
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85 Sulla concludes peace with Mithradates

84 Cinna, consul for the 4th time, killed in mutiny

83-81 Second Mithradatic War

82 Civil War; Sulla siezes Rome and is named dictator (82-81);
proscriptions

81 Sulla as dictator reforms constitution, including establish-
ment of 7 standing criminal courts with senatorial juries;
Cicero's o Quinetio

80 Cicero's o Roscio Amerino

79 Sulla resigns dictatorship

79-77 Cicero travels to Athens, Rhodes, and Asia Minor; studies
with Molon of Rhodes

78 Sulla dies

76 Cicero’s Pro Roscio comoedo {or 66)

75 Cicero serves as quaestor in Western Sicily; becomes a mem=
ber of the Senate

74-63 Third Mithradatic War; Lucullus given: command against
Mithradates

73-71  Verres governor of Sicily; Spartacus leads slave rebellion and
is defeated by Pompey and Crassus; Cicero’s Pro Tullio (71
or 69)

70 1st consulship of Pompey and Crassus; Trial of Verres;
Cicero's Divinatio in Caecilium, In Verrem; Lex Aurelia changes
constitution of jurics to two-thirds equestrian

69 Cicero serves as aedile; Cicero's Pro Caecina, Pro Fonteio

67 Lucullus relieved of Mithradatic command; Lex Gabiniz gives
Pompey command against pirates

66 Cicero serves as praetor, presides over extortion court; Cicero's
Pro lege Manilia; Lex Manilia gives Pompey Mithradatic com-
mand; Cicero’s Fro Clumtio

63 Cicero serves as consul; Cicero's De lage agraria, Fro Rabino
perduellionis reo; conspiracy of Catiline; Cicero's In Catilinam,

Pro Murena; of the (5 December);
Metellus Nepos attacks Cicero (10 December); death of
Mithradates; Pompey organi paign in the East

62 Defeat and death of Catiline; Cicero’s Fro Sulls, Fro Archia;
Bona Dea scandal (Clodius) in Caesar’s house; Pompey
returns to laly and disbands army

61 Senate opposes Pompey and Crassus; Clodius acquitted of
sacrilege through bribery
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60 Formation of ‘first triumvirate'
50 Caesar serves as consul; Pompey marries Caesar’s daughter

Julia; Lex Vatinia gives Cacsar command of Cisalpine Gaul
and Illyricum, the Senate adds Transalpine Gaul; Cledius
adopted into a plebeian family; Gicero's o Facco

58 L. Calpurnius Piso and Aulus Gabinius serve as consuls;
Clodius as tribune; Cato sent to annex Cyprus; Cicero exiled;
Caesar in Gaul defeats Helvetii and Ariovistus

57 Cicero returns 1o Rome (4 September); Cicero's Post reditum
in seatu, Post reditum ad quisites, De domo sua; Pompey com-
missioner for grain supply

56 Cicero attempts to break up the ‘triumvirate’; Cicero's Pro
Sestio, In Vatinium, Pro Caelio; Conference at Luca (May)
reaffirms ‘triumvirate’; Cicero's ‘palinode’; Cicero's De provinciis
consularibus, De haruspicum responsis, Pro Balbo

55 Pompey and Crassus consuls for the 2nd time; Caesar’s com-
mand in Gaul extended for another five years; Cicero’s In
Pisonem, De oratore

54 Cicero defends Vatinius; Cicero's Pro Plancio, Pro Scauro;
Cicero defends Gabinius; death of Pompey's wife Julia, daugh-
ter of Caesar; Cicero's De republica (54-51), De iegibus (begun
about this time), Partitiones oratoriae {54-52 or 45-44)

53 Crassus defeated and killed by the Parthians at Carrhae;
Cicero co-opted into the College of Augurs; rioting between
gangs of Clodius and Milo; Cicero's Fro Rabirio Postuamo (or 52)

52 Murder of Clodius (18 January) by Milo, followed by riots
and burning of Senate House; Pompey appointed sole con-
sul, trial of Milo and Cicero's Pro Milne

51-50 Cicero serves as governor of Cilicia

49 Caesar crosses Rubicon (January), civil war; Pompey leaves
Italy (17 March); Caesar visits Cicero (28 March); Cicero
follows Pompey to Greece (7 June); Caesar dictator, defeats
Pompey's army in Spain

48 Pompey defeated at Pharsalus (9 August) and subsequently
murdered in Egypt; Caesar in Egypy; Cicero returns to
Brundisium

47 Caesar in Egypt, Syria, and Asia; returns to ltaly (September)
and pardons Cicero

46 Pompeian forees defeated at Thapsus; Cato commits suicide;
Cicero's Fro Marcello, Fro Ligario, Brutus, Orator, Paradoxa Staigorum
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45 Pompey's sons defeated at Munda (March); Cicero's Cats, Cacsar's
Anticato; Cicero's Pro rege Deiotaro, Academica, De finibus bonorum
e malorum, Tusculanae disputationes, De natura deonam, De senectute
(or 44)

44 Caesar dictator perpetuus (February); assassinated (15 March);
Octavian named Caesar’s heir; falling out between Cicero and
Antony; Cicero assumes unofficial leadership of Senate and
makes pact with Octavian; Cicero's Philippics 1-4, De officiis, De
dicinatione, De amicitia, Topica, De fato

43 Civil War; Cicero's Philippics 5-14; Antony declared public enemy
(April), defeated at Mutina by Octavian and consuls Hirtius and
Pansa (consuls arc killed); Octavian occupies Rome, clected cons
sul, outlaws Caesar’s assassing; forms ‘second triumvirate’ with
Antony and Lepidus (November); proseriptions; murder of Cicero
(7 December)
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