Running Head: STUDY CASE ON CYBERBULLYING                                                              5












STUDY CASE ON CYBERBULLYING
Name
Student affiliation



Cyberbullying is a psychologically upsetting/devastating form of social cruelty among modern adolescents (Marzano et al., 2013). This paper reviews the article Cyberbullied to death: An analysis of victims taken from recent events, specifically looking at Amanda Todd's suicide case.
On a seemingly ordinary Wednesday afternoon, October 10, 2012, at around 6 pm, a seventh-grade girl named Amanda Todd allegedly hung herself in Port Coquitlam, Columbia, Canada home. She committed this just a few weeks after posting a quite heartbreaking video on YouTube in which she gives a vivid description of how she was bullied and harassed online (Pendergrass et al., 2014). The video entitled ''My Story- struggling, suicide, bullying, and self-harm'' shot in black and white, clearly shows Amanda telling her disturbing story on a series of flashcards. In the seventh grade, in an online conversation with an unknown person, after being lured with lavish praise telling Amanda how pretty she was, she was requested to show him a picture of her naked breasts, which she unfortunately did. A year after, the man contacted her via Facebook and threatened that if she did not put on a good show for him, he would send the picture to her schoolmates, friends, and family. Somehow, the guy had obtained Amanda's data ranging from her Facebook profile, school name, and address to her friends and family members' names. She refused to give in to the man's demands. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the Christmas break, police officers show up at her door at around 4 am asking about her picture. The man had sent the photo to everyone true to what he had threatened. Resultantly she grew anxious and depressed, turning to drugs and alcohol to cope with the situation. Although Amanda switched schools, the cyberbullying followed her. The guy created a Facebook page with Amanda’s naked breasts as the profile picture. Her friends and schoolmates began making fun of her and calling her names. She one time tried killing herself by drinking bleach but was rushed to a nearby hospital and survived. On finding out about her attempt to commit suicide, her friends on Facebook began posting a cruel comment about how she deserved what she was going through and even hoped she was dead (Pendergrass et al., 2014). It didn't matter how many times she moved or switched school, for he torments followed her. Amanda's anxiety escalated to a level that she seldom left her house. She was prescribed anti-depressants and began counseling. After an overdose that requires her to stay in the hospital for two days, Amanda decides to create the video of her wild experience with cyberbullying. A few weeks later, she hung herself for not being able to withstand the torments because of an unknown man on Facebook that swore to make her life miserable.
Scenes such as these play out in learning institutions across the globe, especially adolescent girls who are victims of threatening, degrading, or sexually explicit images and messages conveyed electronically through personal online profiles, cell phones, and computers (Marzano et al. 2013).  In Amanda's case, the harasser who drove her to her death bed should be held accountable and seriously convicted for her suicide. Amanda did not deserve to die all because of a photo showing her naked breasts. In her defense, the girl was bated, and like any other person, fell into the trap.  And though this despicable act occurred online, Amanda's case is an example of wrongful death and most certainly the corruption and mistreatment of a minor. The fact that anyone close to me or I have not been a victim of cyberbullying does not hinder me from seeing how dangerous and tormenting this social vice is. I tend to observe several ethical norms as I conduct my businesses online. Some of these include fairness, integrity, honesty, and some variety of other positive traits that keep in mind another person's interests.
In conclusion, by reviewing the article, I draw attention to a need for guidelines that would aid schools to adopt means to counselee and prevent cyberbullying. The first step for preventing cyberbullying is the knowledge acquisition of what exactly cyberbullying is and how it takes place in schools. I suggest collecting interview and survey data from learners to gain a baseline measure of what is taking place in schools. The surveys should collect data to educate staff and students about their safety online and the internet's use powerfully and creatively.
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