Describe the five goals of contemporary criminal sentencing. 
Retribution- earliest form of punishments. The goal of the punishment is to take revenge on the criminal perpetrator. Example is when one commits murder and they get death sentence as punishment 
Incapacitation- the goal of incapacitation is to reduce the chances of an offender committing the same crime in the future. The punishment also seeks to protect the members of the society from the individual by separating him from the community. Example is a thief being sentenced to some years in prison
Deterrence- unlike retribution that looks at the past, deterrence looks at stopping the furtherance of a crime in the future.
Rehabilitation- the goal of rehabilitation is to reform a criminal offender. This type of punishments looks at reforming strangers habits and behaviors. 
Restoration- the goal of restoration is to take the victim back to where they were before the crime happened. Example is when someone who has committed fraud on another and the court asks the accused to repay the victim.
Which two of these goals do you think should be the primary goal of sentencing and why? 
Rehabilitation- rehabilitation should be a main goal of punishment as it looks at changing the behavior of the criminal. Once a criminal is rehabilitated, he becomes a new person and the rate of crimes reduces. In addition rehabilitation instills the inmates with new skills they may practice once they are released.
Incapacitation- incapacitation should be a main goal of punishment as it limits the freedom of the criminal. In addition the criminal is removed from the society and that eliminates the risks of him committing the crime again.

How might your choice vary with the type of offense committed (provide at least two examples)?
My choice might vary when the crime committed is against a minor. For example when one commits defilement, he has taken away the innocence of a child and may cause the child to develop multiple personality disorder. Therefore the criminal needs to be revenged against. He can be sentenced to death penalty or life sentence without a chance of parole.
My choice might also vary when the motive is established. Example is the spouses who take life assurance for their significant other and later put them in a gruesome accident after they die they get paid from the money of the insurance. When such motive is established, the person deponed has no respect for human life and he therefore he needs to be retributed.
 In what circumstances might your choice be less acceptable?
When one commits a crime in the process of self defending themselves. A person might cause aggravated assault on someone who tried to rape them. In such a circumstance the one defending themselves should not be put under any form of sentencing as they were protecting themselves against a wrong that might have been committed to them.
