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A Good Man is hard to find Setting
A Good Man is Hard to find was done by Flannery O’Connor.  In the story, an old woman goes on a trip with her son alongside his family. They want to journey to Florida, where they hope to spend quality time together.  However, the old woman is afraid of going to Florida because she heard stories about a convict who escaped jail and is roaming freely in Florida.  Following an accident caused by her cat which she put inside the car, the family is stranded, and does not know what to do next.  They are soon approached by three men saying that they witnessed an accident.  One of the men offers to examine the car while another takes the father, and his son into the woods.  They hear gunshots soon after and the old woman pleads with the three men not to end her life.  One of the men orders his colleague to take the mother and the baby into the woods before shooting the old woman.  The setting of the story occurs in the back country towards the south.  Old woman, her son, and his family live in Atlanta and they are passing through Georgia on their way to Florida.  They make a stop at the Tower for Barbecue before proceeding with the journey.  Red Sammy and his wise own the Tower where the family stops their car.  After eating, the family decides to go on a detour on a dirty road to look for trap doors the old woman wants.  The setting of the story shines through the characters’ speech.  One can tell where they are from based on how they speak.  The mother speaks about plantation, and a graveyard. 
The narrative is deeply set in rural America. The writer also ensures that the characters portray their background through dialect.  The old woman exhibits Southern features, and understand her surroundings.  During the journey to Florida, the old woman indicates different things about the Southern landscape.  This setting is crucial because it highlights the rot in the Old South.  It is ironic how the grandmother appreciates Tennessee and Georgia while children hate them. She has good memories of the place and it used to be.  The writer compares the old values of the South and how disdain current felt about the place. O’Connor gives hints about how the story would end in the setting.  She gives a hint when she describes the family’s drive, and stop at the barbecue shop. They travel on a deserted road alone.  Furthermore, the highlight of the family’s drive while passing through Georgia gives clues about their tragic end.  From the onset, it seems as though O’Connor is simply describing the land, but along the way one quickly notices a theme in the setting.  While driving, they pass a big cotton plantation with graves that are fenced in the middle.  The total number of graves in the field is six, similar to the number of people in the car. The setting gives important clues about the final end of the grandmother.  The fact that there are six graves suggests that the family will also end up the same way.  When the mother remembers an old plantation, death comes to mind.  The depressing mood at the barbecue joint gives a strange feeling about what lies ahead.  The family stops the car at Red Sammy’s Tower, which is described as a dark room. The setting of Red Sammy’s Tower is important because it helps in understanding his character. 









