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Role of setting in the plot of the story
The interplay of various aspects of setting in a story play a critical role in helping the reader understands the flow of the story. The short story This is what it means to say Phoenix, Arizona is about two native Americans, Thomas and victor who grew up together, separated and later met in adulthood at a time when victor has lost his dad.  In the short story, the interplay of place, time and environment helps the reader to understand the character and Indian origin of Thomas Builds-the-Fire (Stevahn & McGuire, 2017).
When the story begins, there is the setting of the airplane. This setting adds both a meaning and an understanding of the story. It is n this airplane, during the flight that we get to encounter a first person-person interaction between Thomas Builds-the-Fire and another person, the beautiful gymnast, who is actually not victor. In the story, Thomas Builds-the-Fire is depicted as an individual who is a total loner during his adulthood. A person who keeps on talking to himself ad nobody bothers to listen to him (Sherman, 1993). However, through this interaction with another person on the plane, we learn that Thomas Builds-the-Fire has social skills. During their conversation, Thomas presents himself in a confident manner in that he is neither shy nor afraid of the beautiful Gymnast. His social skills are depicted when he cracks jokes and both of them start laughing. His maturity levels are depicted when he mocks the gymnast by pulling his leg above his head; 210 an action which irritates the Indians and make them to treat him as an outcast. The setting of the plane is thus important as it aids the reader in understanding the characters of the story. 
In addition to that, the time at which the story is told plays a major role in the setting of the story. The story is written in a time when Victor is all grown and he is an adult.  After victor encounters difficulties in his life due to loss of his father, he becomes desperate for help. The people he had hoped would literally be of utmost help to him, turn out to give him some little help. Victor does not have enough money to fund his travel back home alongside his father’s remains and belongings. The council of elders only grants him a hundred dollars which is not enough for his ticket. “Now Victor, we’re sorry for your loss and the circumstances. But we can really only afford to give you on hundred dollars” (Sherman, 1993). His only option remains to contact Thomas Builds-the-Fire for help. Ironically; victor had grown to despise Thomas when he was a child due to pressure from his childhood friends. When Thomas is expected to revenge on Victor he offers to help Victor instead; an offer which victor really wants to turn down but he has no other option than to accept it. From this setting of time; we learn that people change and even those who are deemed to have a bad life often tend to be prosperous as compared to those who deem to be successful. 
The environment and atmosphere in specific plays an important role in the setting of the story. After victor and Thomas are off the plane I search of the body of victor’s father, they use a pickup to transport the body back home. It is in this environment that we discover Thomas is quite aware of his Indian ancestry. His knowledge of his ancestry is depicted when he decides to toss Victor’s father’s ashes into the river so that victor’s father will “rise like a salmon… and find his way home”; an Indian old way of life (Sherman, 1993). Throughout the story, we are not sure whether Thomas knows his origin. However, when he lands back to his ancestral home, travels a long distance without seeing any sign of life, he gets memories of his childhood. It is in this atmosphere, a place of serene silence that Thomas affirms that he knows his ancestry.

It is thus evident that the factors of place, time and atmosphere are very important in the setting of the story. The aspect of place helps us understand the character of Thomas as a social being (Stevahn & McGuire, 2017). On the other hand, the aspect of time helps us understand the forgiving and kind nature of Thomas as well as it helps us understand how time changes a number of things. Lastly, the change of environment helps us discover that Thomas is quite aware of his ancestral origin.
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